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The passage in Matt 5:1-12, which we commonly call the beatitudes, is a beautiful passage of Scripture 
that is loved and studied by all Bible students. It is one of the first passages many of us memorized as a 
child. In these verses, Jesus pronounces great blessings upon certain groups of people. Although the 
word beatitude is not present in this passage, it is a term that means "declaration of blessedness." The 
passage explains what attitudes one must have in order to receive the blessings declared by Jesus. We 
should all desire these blessings; therefore, it becomes very important that we understand the words 
that Jesus is speaking. At first thought, we may believe we have fully examined this passage and 
another look at the beatitudes could provide only a few additional thoughts. On the other hand, we all 
know that there are conflicting views about the meaning of some of the various beatitudes. We have all 
heard some of those different ideas proclaimed from the pulpit and discussed in Bible classes. It is our 
desire in this study to develop a method of studying the beatitudes that will give us a Biblical 
foundation for interpreting these beautiful verses. Once the Biblical foundation for these passages is 
determined, we can then make proper application to each of the beatitudes. This should give us a 
common understanding of the verses.

As we begin this study of the beatitudes, it is extremely important that we understand the basis of each 
statement make by Jesus. All of the beatitudes are steeped in the writings of the Old Testament. In 
order to fully understand the meanings of the beatitudes, we must go back to the Old Testament and 
determine how these attitudes being described related to those people. Once we understand how and 
why this type of language was used, we can then determine why Jesus used those same statements in 
the beatitudes to pronounce a blessing upon certain people. This will then enable us to determine the 
exact meaning of the blessing given by Jesus.

The Beatitudes

Mat 5:1  And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples 
came to Him. 

Mat 5:2  Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 
Mat 5:3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

It should be pointed out that the first of these beatitudes deals with those who will be in the kingdom 
of heaven. This is significant because it sets the pattern for each of the following beatitudes. They will 
each deal with characteristics that people must have in order to be in the kingdom. It is extremely 
important at this time to recognize that the kingdom of heaven is a reference to the church. Many have 
stated over the years that the terms "kingdom" and "church" are used interchangeably in Matt 16:18-
19.

Mat 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

Mat 16:19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 
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In verse 18, Jesus states that he will build his church, and then in verse 19 he promises to give Peter 
the keys to the kingdom, which must be the church. Jesus would not be addressing one thing and then 
give Peter the keys to something entirely different. It would not be reasonable to be discussing with 
someone concerning the type of house you are building and then without any explanation announce 
you will give them keys to a boat. There would be absolutely no understanding of the message you were 
giving. In these two verses, the only building under consideration is the church, which is the kingdom 
of heaven. Jesus also uses the term "kingdom of heaven" in many of the parables as he describes 
different aspects of the church. Therefore, in this beatitude Jesus is describing those who will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, which is the church.

This first beatitude explains that those people who enter the kingdom of heaven will be poor in spirit. 
They will humble themselves and exalt the Lord God. They will recognize that they are spiritually poor 
and have a great need for the Lord. God has always expected man to have this type of attitude, as is 
evidenced by the prophet Isaiah in Isa 66:1-2.

Isa 66:1  Thus says the LORD: "Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. Where is the 
house that you will build Me? And where is the place of My rest? 

Isa 66:2  For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist," Says the LORD. 
"But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who 
trembles at My word. 

One who has a contrite spirit is penitent of the evil deeds he has committed and shows remorse for 
those deeds. In order to be acceptable to God, we must have this type of attitude. We absolutely cannot 
come to God with a proud and haughty spirit. We must humble our spirit in recognition of His. Those 
who are poor in spirit will tremble at the Word of God. If we are poor in spirit, we will recognize that 
God's Word is supreme and ours is insignificant. The contrast of this would be that someone feels rich 
in his own spirit. This type of person would feel that they have need of nothing. They are completely 
content in their own abilities. They feel no need of God. However, God says he will dwell with those 
who possess a humble spirit. See Isa 57:15.

Isa 57:15  For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I 
dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To 
revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

If we are to dwell with God today in his church, we must possess a humble and contrite spirit. Those 
people who enter the kingdom of heaven will be poor in spirit. They will humble themselves and exalt 
the Lord God.

Our attitude toward God should be similar to a child's attitude toward his parents. Small children have 
complete trust in their parents. They are totally dependent on them for all their needs. They love their 
parents in a complete and absolute way. That is the way we should love God. In Mark 10:14 we read,

Mar 10:14  But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the 
little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of 
God. 

In order for us to be pleasing to God and enter into his church, we must have the spirit of a child. We
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must have a complete love for God and submit our spirits totally to his will.
Not only must we have a poor in spirit attitude toward God, we must also exhibit that attitude toward 
each other. Read Philippians 2:3.

Php 2:3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. 

In order to become a Christian and live a Christian life, we must be poor in spirit toward God and 
toward each other. We must live our lives in respect of God's Word and attempt to follow Him in all 
His ways. In addition we must love and respect our fellow-Christians. We must esteem them higher 
than ourselves. If we do this, we will be poor in spirit and willing to do the things God requires as 
entrance into His kingdom of heaven. 

Mat 5:4  -  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

To be in mourning shows that people are hurting, bereaved or distressed in some way. When anyone is 
mourning, they will seek comfort and we should attempt to help them in any way we can. In this 
beatitude Jesus promises that those who mourn will be comforted. There are several questions about 
this statement that must be answered. Does Jesus mean that everyone who mourns will be comforted, 
or is he speaking of a specific group of people? We must also determine when this comforting occur. 
Will it occur during our lives, or in eternity? Is he speaking about the many heartaches and trials in the 
lives of Christians? We certainly experience many sorrows in our lives, and we know that we can rely 
on God to bring us through those difficult times. However, is that what Jesus is speaking about in this 
beatitude? In order to fully understand this statement made by Jesus, we must determine exactly who 
is mourning and how they will be comforted. So, what did Jesus mean when he said, "Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted?"

The answer to these questions lies in the fact that Jesus was talking about spiritual matters. This is 
easy to understand if we look back at the time of Isaiah in the Old Testament. During that period of 
time, the Israelites had wandered far away from God. Their spiritual relationship with God is 
explained in Isa 1:4.

Isa 1:4  Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are 
corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel 
unto anger, they are gone away backward.

Israel had forsaken God, even to the point of making Him angry. Because of their evil doings, God sent 
them a message by the prophet Isaiah.  

Isa 1:16  Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; 
cease to do evil; 

As we know, Israel failed many times to return to the ways of the Lord and were eventually overtaken 
by nations around them. They were taken into captivity and made slaves. All of this was a result of 
turning away from God. With this understanding of the spiritual situation of Israel during the time of 
Isaiah, please read Isaiah chapter 59:11-12.

Isa 59:11  We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is 
none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.
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 Isa 59:12  For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for 
our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; 

The people of Israel were mourning over their sins. They were mourning because they wanted 
salvation from their sins, but none was available. They had committed sins and their transgressions 
were testifying against them before God. They could see no way out of their sinful condition because 
there was no provision for forgiveness of sins under the Law of Moses. The High Priest made 
atonement for the people once each year by offering animal blood sacrifices, but those sins were 
remembered again every year. The blood of animals could not take away the guilt of sin. Please read 
Heb 10:3-4.

Heb 10:3  But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 
Heb 10:4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 

The people during the time of Isaiah were mourning over their sins, and that is precisely what Jesus is 
speaking about when he says, "Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted." The sins of 
those who lived under the Law of Moses were forgiven by the blood of Christ. Those who had 
recognized they were in sin and had mourned because they had no forgiveness were comforted at the 
cross of Christ. At that time their sins were forgiven by God.

The same situation is true in the world today. All people have sinned (Rom 3:23). Those who recognize 
they have sinned and are in sorrow, or mourning, because of those sins can now be comforted. In order 
to be comforted, we must be obedient to the gospel of Christ. This is how we receive forgiveness for our 
sins. Our comforting is a spiritual comforting. By obeying the gospel, we leave the ways of the world 
behind and come into a close spiritual relationship with God. We are then comforted from the guilt of 
sin and become part of the kingdom of God. Like the first beatitude, this beatitude is explaining what 
happens when one becomes a Christian.

Unfortunately, this beatitude speaks volumes about the world in which we live today. It seems that 
many in the world today are unconcerned about their sins, much less mourning because they have 
sinned. We must recognize that the most dreadful situation in which a person can find himself in this 
life is living in sin with no relationship with God. That should bring tears to the eyes of anyone living in 
this situation. However, it seems to be getting more and more difficult to convince someone they need 
Jesus Christ. On the other hand, to those of us who understand their need for Jesus, our comforting 
should be tremendous. There is no greater comfort on this earth than living in a close relationship with 
our God. We should not take that comforting for granted. This beatitude can be largely summed up by 
the following passage in Isaiah.

Isa 61:1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

Isa 61:2  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all that mourn; 

Isa 61:3  To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be 
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.

To mourn for our sins means that we recognize we have sinned against God and are seeking 
forgiveness for those sins. In order for anyone to be comforted, they must obey the commands of God 
and enter into his church. 
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Mat 5:5  -  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Of all the statements made by Jesus in the beatitudes, this one is probably the least understood. We 
have all heard it explained in more than one way. We have a fairly good understanding of the term 
"meek" and why a Christian should have that particular attribute, but it is difficult to understand why 
they shall inherit the earth. Various explanations have been given for this statement, but none seem to 
really clarify this saying. The correct understanding of this verse all hinges on the word "earth." Once 
we understand how the word "earth" is being used, it should be very clear why the meek will inherit 
the earth. 

It is sometimes very difficult for us to consider an alternate meaning to a word so simple as "earth," 
that is so often used to designate this present world. However, Young's Literal Translation translates 
the verse as follows.

Mat 5:5  `Happy the meek--because they shall inherit the land. (YLT)

It is easy enough to see how the terms "earth" and "land" could have the same meaning. Strongs 
defines the word "earth" as follows:

Contracted from a primary word; soil; by extension a region, or the solid part or the whole of 
the terrene globe (including the occupants in each application): - country, earth (-ly), ground, 
land, world.

Webster defines "land" as "Earth, or the solid matter which constitutes the fixed part of the surface of 
the globe..." Earth and land both refer to the solid matter on the surface of our world. So, it seems very 
reasonable that the translation of this verse could read "earth" or "land."

It may still seem unclear why there could be any difference in which word is used... earth or land. It all 
hinges on how the word "land" is used in the Old Testament. Notice again the Strongs definition given 
above. The occupants are included in each application of the word. The term "land" can refer to a 
country with its occupants. Notice the reading of Mat 2:21. 

 Mat 2:21  And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of 
Israel. 

The exact same word is used in this verse to designate the "land" of Israel as is used in Mat 5:5 to show 
the meek will inherit the "earth." We understand that the "land of Israel" is a reference to the country 
of Israel. This is how the word "land" is used many times in Scripture. The word "land" becomes 
interchangeable with the word country.

At this time it becomes important that we discuss the significance of possessing land as it relates to 
Israel during the Old Testament times. When Abraham brought his family into the country of Egypt, 
they were allowed to live in the land of Goshen. They did not possess this land. They were under the 
rule and control of the Egyptians. As time passed, the Egyptians began to be concerned about the vast 
number of Hebrews living in Goshen and determined to make them slaves. Since the Hebrews owned 
no land, they were at the mercy of the Egyptians and became their slaves. This is one reason why God's 
promise to give them a land of their own became so important to them. They would no longer be slaves 
and would be free to govern themselves. This land that God had promised them was the land of 
Canaan and became known to them as the Promised Land. When Joshua led them across the Jordan 
River at Jericho, they began to take possession of the land that God had promised them. They now had 
a home of their own.
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This idea of possessing a land was also very important during the time of exile of Judah in Babylon. By 
this time the ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom, which had become known as Israel, had forsaken 
God and had been taken captive by Assyria. They would never return to their land. The Southern 
Kingdom was made up of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. Since Judah was the largest of the two 
tribes, they all became known as Judah. The people of Judah had also ceased following God, and God 
in turn had forsaken them. He allowed the Babylonian Empire to overtake the land of Judah and 
capture Jerusalem. The people of God once again found themselves in slavery to a foreign people. They 
were no longer allowed to live in their own land. Therefore, returning to their own homeland of Judah 
became extremely important to those people at that time. After 70 years of captivity in Babylon, Persia 
overthrew the Babylonian Empire and King Cyrus released the them to return to their homeland of 
Judah and their capital city of Jerusalem. They once again had a land to consider their own.

Next, we need to look at some of the references in the Old Testament concerning the land of Judah and 
Jerusalem and examine how they are used in prophecy. 

Jerusalem, the capital city of Judah, became known as the "holy city."

Isa 52:1  Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city...

The "land of Israel" or "nation of Israel" was known as the holy nation. 

Exo 19:6  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the 
words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 

From this we should understand that God considered the land of Israel and Jerusalem to be holy. This 
was the dwelling place of God's chosen people. Now, it becomes important to understand that the 
church is the "holy nation" of God today. 

1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light: 

The land of Judah was the literal, physical holy land in Old Testament times. The church is the holy 
nation of God today. When Jesus died on the cross, the holy land changed in nature from a physical 
land to one that is spiritual. 

There are many references in the Old Testament concerning a time when God would gather his people 
back from all nations where they had been scattered.

Jer 3:17  At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall 
be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any 
more after the imagination of their evil heart. 

Jer 3:18  In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall 
come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an 
inheritance unto your fathers. 

These verses speak of a time when the throne of the Lord would be in Jerusalem. It would be a time 
when all nations, not only Judah, would come to worship the throne of God. The house of Judah and 
the house of Israel would walk together. They would come together from other lands. This event took 
place on the day of Pentecost. This was the day in which all nations were gathered to the Lord in 
Jerusalem. It was the day that the house of Israel once again walked with the house of Judah. 
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Act 2:1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. 

Act 2:5  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven. 

Notice that there were Jews from every nation gathered at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. This was 
the day that Peter stood and preached the first gospel sermon. This was the day that the church was 
established and three thousand people were added to it. This is how Jesus brought the people from all 
nations back together again. He brought them into the church. Now notice Jer 3:18 again. 

Jer 3:18  In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall 
come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an 
inheritance unto your fathers.

 
This verse states that they were brought together to the "land that I have given for an inheritance" unto 
your fathers. The land that was to be inherited was a spiritual land. We have come together today into 
that "land." It is the church.

Act 2:29  Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both 
dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 

Act 2:30  Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that 
of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; 

We are all familiar with the concept of Jesus taking his place on the throne of David. When Jesus 
ascended to the Father in heaven, he sat down upon his throne. This throne is a spiritual throne... not 
physical. However, it is a continuation of the physical throne of David. The same is true with the "land" 
that God promised Israel. They lived in a "physical" land that could be seen and touched. God did not 
leave his people without a "land." The difference is: today our land is a "spiritual" land. We live in a 
spiritual land and serve the spiritual throne of Christ. 

Several passages in the Old Testament speak of inheriting a land, or living in a land that was to be 
given to them by God. 

Isa 60:21  Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch 
of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. 

Zec 2:12  And the LORD shall inherit Judah his portion in the holy land, and shall choose 
Jerusalem again. 

Eze 36:24  For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into your own land. 

Eze 36:28  And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, 
and I will be your God. 

So, when Jesus stated in Mat 5:5,  "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth," he was 
speaking of the spiritual land in which Christians would live all during the Christian dispensation. 
Therefore, a better translation of this verse would be:

Mat 5:5  `Happy the meek--because they shall inherit the land. (YLT)
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According to Strong's Concordance, a person that possesses the characteristic of meekness is one who 
is mild or humble. He is not haughty or high-minded. He has humbled himself in the sight of God. 
This does not mean that he must be a weak person or a person of low esteem. Rev 21:24 says:

Rev 21:24  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of 
the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. 

Powerful men such as the kings of nations may come into the church. Jesus refers to himself as being 
meek in Mat 11:29, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls." As recorded in Mat 21:12, Jesus threw the money changers out of the 
temple. Jesus was not a weak person, however he was meek and lowly in heart. This describes our 
relationship with God. A meek and humble person is one who is willing to submit himself before the 
throne of God. Those people will inherit the "land." They will submit themselves to the will of God and 
live in the spiritual land that God has promised His people. They will dwell in the church.

Mat 5:6  -  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
  filled.

We all know and understand the physical desire for food and water. Our bodies must have an adequate 
supply of food and water at regular intervals in order to sustain our physical lives. Most of us are 
fortunate enough today to have never been in the situation of being deprived of food or water for any 
lengthy period of time. However, we probably all have some idea of what it might be like to be really 
hungry or thirsty. That is the idea conveyed in this beatitude. Jesus promised that those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness would be filled. 

Obviously, the hungering and thirsting in this verse is directed toward things of a spiritual nature. 
Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be filled. One vital lesson in this passage is that 
only those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be filled. This means that one must have a 
strong desire for righteousness. In the world in which we live today, it seems that many do not have 
any desire for righteousness, much less a strong desire to be filled with righteousness. It is our duty in 
the church to keep preaching and teaching and attempting to find those people who really want the 
righteousness offered by God. 

Once again the language used by Jesus in this beatitude comes from the Old Testament. A prophecy in 
Ezekiel chapter 34 explains that a time will come when Jesus will be the shepherd over his people and 
he would be the one who feeds them. 

Eze 34:23  And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant 
David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

By the time of the writing of this prophecy, King David had been dead about 400 years. Therefore, 
David is a symbolic representation of Jesus Christ. Jesus was the one who came to this earth to give 
spiritual food and water to His people. From that time forward, anyone who hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness may be filled.

Look at another prophecy from the book of Isaiah. God, speaking through Isaiah, promises that a time 
will come when his people will not hunger or thirst. God will have mercy on them and will provide food 
and water.
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Isa 49:10  They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he 
that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide 
them. 

In John chapter 6, Jesus explains to his disciples that he is the bread of life. He explains that those who 
come to him will never be hungry or thirsty.

Joh 6:35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 

This is comparable to the statement made by Jesus as he spoke to the woman at the well.
  

Joh 4:13  Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again: 

Joh 4:14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life. 

From the statements Jesus made to the woman at the well in John chapter 4, we understand that he is 
speaking of spiritual food and water. A comparison is being made in these verses between "physical" 
water and "spiritual" water. When we drink "physical" water to quench the thirst of our bodies, we will 
soon be thirsty again; however, if we drink of the "spiritual" water and eat of the "spiritual" food 
offered by Jesus, we will never be hungry or thirsty again. We should not take this to mean that if we 
take one drink of the spiritual water offered by Jesus, that is all we have to do. We must continually 
maintain our relationship with God in order to avoid being hungry or thirsty.

This can be summed up very nicely by a prophecy in Isa chapter 65. 

Isa 65:13  Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be 
hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants 
shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed: 

Those who eat and drink of the spiritual food and water of life will never thirst again. They are the 
servants of the Lord. Those who do not eat and drink of the spiritual food and water provided by Jesus 
will starve to death spiritually. Their souls will be deprived of the substance that is necessary to 
provide life for the soul. 

The people who will be filled are those who obey the gospel of Christ, thereby partaking of the spiritual 
food and water. They will be in the kingdom, which is the church. That is where the water of life is 
located. All others will be outside the church and starving their souls for the spiritual life-giving water 
of life. As with all of the beatitudes, this one shows an attitude necessary for one to enter the kingdom 
of God.

Mat 5:7  -  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

Merciful is defined as showing compassion. Most of us have heard analogies made between justice and 
mercy. Justice is what a guilty person deserves and mercy is what the guilty party would like to receive. 
We have all sinned and deserve death; yet, God is a merciful God and has made a way for us to have 
mercy. In order to obtain the mercy offered by God, we must follow the ways of God and be obedient to 
the gospel. It is the purpose of Jesus as he speaks these beatitudes to show the attributes a person
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must have in order to follow him. So, in order for us to obtain the mercy of God, we must be merciful 
ourselves. 

This is properly explained in a parable by Jesus in Matthew chapter 18.

Mat 18:23  Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts 
with his servants. 

Mat 18:24  And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him 
ten thousand talents. 

Mat 18:25  But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. 

Mat 18:26  The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 'Master, have patience with me, 
and I will pay you all.' 

Mat 18:27  Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and 
forgave him the debt. 

Mat 18:28  "But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me 
what you owe!' 

Mat 18:29  So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, 'Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you all.' 

Mat 18:30  And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 
Mat 18:31  So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and 

came and told their master all that had been done. 
Mat 18:32  Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave 

you all that debt because you begged me. 
Mat 18:33  Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity 

on you?' 
Mat 18:34  And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all 

that was due to him. 
Mat 18:35  "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not 

forgive his brother his trespasses." 

In this parable the king's servant came to the king owing him such a large sum of money that he could 
never repay the debt. When the king threatened to have him put in prison, the servant begged for 
mercy and the king had compassion on him. He forgave his debt and released him. This same servant 
then went to one of his servants that owed him a very small sum of money and demanded payment. 
When he could not pay the small debt, he refused to forgive him and had him put in prison. When the 
king heard of this matter, he summoned the servant to him and called him a wicked servant. He then 
threw this wicked servant into prison. Mercy had been granted unto him, but he refused to grant 
mercy to others. 

In this parable the king represents God. The servants represent the people of this world. Only those 
who are willing to have mercy on others and forgive them can be the true servants of God. All others 
are wicked servants. God will have great mercy on his people. He will have mercy on us and forgive 
debts we could never repay. However, we should be willing to have mercy on those around us if we 
expect God to have mercy on us. 

We need to understand exactly who will receive the mercy of God and when it became available. Please 
read the following prophecy from Hosea.
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Hos 2:23  And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not 
obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; 
and they shall say, Thou art my God. 

This prophecy foretells of a time when God would have mercy upon those who at one time were not his 
people. This can only be a reference to the Gentile nations. In Old Testament times, only the nation of 
Israel was considered the people of God. The Gentiles were not his people. When Christ came to this 
earth, he made the mercy of God available to all peoples. At this time God claimed the Gentiles as his 
people and they claimed him as their God. This is confirmed in 1Pe 2:9-10, as it also speaks of people 
who were once not the people of God but have now obtained mercy.

1Pe 2:9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light; 

1Pe 2:10  who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained 
mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

God has made his mercy available to all people by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

1Pe 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 

God showed his great mercy on all mankind when he sent his Son to this earth to die on the cross for 
our sins. It was mercy beyond our ability to comprehend because we owed a debt we could not pay. We 
could never pay the debt of our sins to God. Therefore, through his great mercy he sent his Son to die 
for us and pay our debt. 

Since God's mercy is so important to us, we must determine exactly who will receive this mercy. 

Tit 3:5  not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

Tit 3:6  whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

God had great mercy on us and sent his Son to die on the cross. In this way he saved us through the 
washing of regeneration. Strong's defines regeneration as a rebirth or renovation. Through our 
baptism we are made new. 

Rom 6:4  we were buried together, then, with him through the baptism to the death, that even 
as Christ was raised up out of the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we in 
newness of life might walk. 

Those who have been saved through the washing of regeneration are Christians. They are his people. 
They make up God's kingdom, which is the church. 

Once again Jesus is telling his disciples what type of people will be his followers and members of his 
church. God has made his mercy available to all mankind, but only those who do his commandments 
and enter his church will receive the mercy offered by God.
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Mt. 5:8  -  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

In the following passage, Peter addresses a group in Jerusalem concerning whether the Gentiles 
should keep the Law of Moses.

Act 15:7  And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men 
and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 

Act 15:8  And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, 
even as he did unto us; 

Act 15:9  And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 

The heart of man is his inward soul, and it is purified by faith. We are no longer under the Law of 
Moses, which demanded many physical acts in order to have a relationship with God. We are under a 
law of faith that demands our hearts be right with God. In a marriage relationship we give our heart to 
our mate. That is the type of relationship God expects from us. He wants our hearts. He desires that 
our hearts be pure and undefiled with other gods. We are not to put anything above our relationship 
with God. We are certainly not to worship any other god, but that also includes putting other material 
things of this world above our relationship with God. Nothing should come between us and our God. 
He must be first in all aspects of our lives.

1Pe 1:22 explains how we purify our hearts or souls.

1Pe 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 

Our souls are purified by obeying the truth. We must follow the truth as expressed in Scripture and 
obey his commands of belief, repentance, confession and baptism. This will purify our souls, and then 
we must strive constantly to keep our hearts pure as we follow the commands of God. If we have truly 
given our hearts to God, we should have no difficulty in following him. In fact, it should be a pleasure 
to follow God and keep his commandments.

Those with a pure heart are promised to see God. The big question in this beatitude is: what does it 
mean to see God? Since we are physical beings, it is sometimes very difficult to put things in a spiritual 
perspective. We can literally see things that are physical in nature; however, we cannot literally see 
things of a spiritual nature. Nevertheless, those things of a spiritual nature are precisely the things at 
which we as Christians are supposed look. Please read the following passage.

2Co 4:18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal. 

In this passage we are told not to look at things that we can see because they are only temporary. 
Instead, we are directed to look at things that we cannot see because they are eternal. We cannot 
literally see spiritual things, but as Christians we must be looking at those things. Our heart and mind 
must be set on things that are spiritual. 

1 Cor 13:12 uses the analogy of looking through a dark glass and being able to see, but not clearly. 
Then, a time will come when we shall be able to see clearly as if we were face to face. 

1Co 13:12  For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known. 
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What does it mean to see God? In the Old Testament, there is an expression used several times to show 
God's relationship with his people. It deals with seeing God's face. One of these passages is Is 59:2-3.

Isa 59:1  Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: 

Isa 59:2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear. 

Sin separates man from God. Since God can have nothing to do with sin, he will turn his face away. 
This should be understood as God removing his presence from those committing sin. Therefore, those 
in sin cannot see God. They cannot be in his presence. As is stated in Ps 34:15-16, the eyes of God are 
on the righteous, but He will turn his face from those doing evil.

Psa 34:15  The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry. 
Psa 34:16  The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, To cut off the remembrance of 

them from the earth. 
 
In this beatitude Jesus states that those who are pure in heart will be able to see God. In other words, if 
we give our heart to God and follow his ways, he will not turn his face from us. We are able to stand in 
His presence. In a spiritual sense, we can see God. 

This situation is summed up in Jas 4:8.

Jas 4:8  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 
purify your hearts, ye double minded. 

If we cleanse ourselves spiritually and obey God, he will draw nigh unto us. He will not turn his face 
away from us if our hearts are pure. Those who are in the church have their sins forgiven. We can 
stand in the presence of God. He will not turn his face from us. Spiritually , we see God face to face.

This beatitude once again describes an attribute of those who are in the church.

Mt 5:9  -  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

We have all heard this beatitude discussed many times, and it seems that the discussion always centers 
around one question: who are the peacemakers? Several answers have been proposed to this question 
including: 1) Police who enforce the laws, 2) Armies that fight for peace, 3) Government officials that 
negotiate peace, or maybe 4) individuals that make peace between people. All of these groups of people 
do good and should be commended for their actions, but they have nothing to do with this beatitude. 
The peacemakers in this verse are defined as the "sons of God." That should tell us immediately that 
the peacemakers are Christians. Does this mean that a special group of Christians are peacemakers, or 
does it mean that all Christians are peacemakers? In order to determine exactly who is being called 
peacemakers, we must look at what it means to make peace throughout the Scriptures.

In Old Testament times, the people of Israel had very little peace. They were constantly at war with 
other nations. In addition to that, they spent seventy years in exile to the Babylonian Empire.  Most of 
the judges and kings of Israel failed to follow the directions of God and the nation suffered. The only 
times they really had peace was when they were following God.

God promised there would come a time when the people would not be at war.
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Mic 4:3  And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

This is a prophecy concerning the coming of Jesus and the church. That is evident from the first two 
verses of this chapter in Micah.

Mic 4:1  But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; 
and people shall flow unto it. 

Mic 4:2  And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 

At the time of the coming of Christ, the people would beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. This simply shows that the kingdom to be established by Jesus would not 
be a nation of war. Instead of having swords and spears, they would own plowshares and pruning 
hooks. This indicates a peaceful lifestyle. The church does not attempt to conquer other nations. It 
does not attempt to take people by force. We are constantly engaged in working for the Lord in a 
peaceful way as we attempt to show people their need for God. 

Not only were the people of Israel not at peace with other people, they were not at peace with God.

Isa 59:1  Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: 

Isa 59:2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear. 

The sins and iniquities of the people had separated them from God. He was sorely displeased with the 
actions of the people because they had ceased from following him on many occasions. The situation 
was so bad that God made the following statement in Jer 32:31.

Jer 32:31  For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the 
day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face, 

The good news for man was that God would do something to correct their situation. He would make a 
new covenant with the people, and it would be a covenant of peace. This was prophesied by the 
prophet Ezekiel.

Eze 37:26  Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting 
covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary 
in the midst of them for evermore. 

This prophecy was fulfilled in the gospel, which is a covenant of peace. It is designed to bring peace 
between God and man. God cannot look upon sin and will turn his face from those committing sin. 
Therefore, God sent his Son to this earth to make atonement for the sins of the people, thereby making 
peace between God and man. 

The Law of Moses was a curse upon the people because they could not keep all points of that law. 
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Jer 11:2  Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

Jer 11:3  And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man that 
obeyeth not the words of this covenant, 

Jer 11:4  Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of the land 
of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, according to all 
which I command you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be your God: 

Also read Gal 3:10-13.

Gal 3:10  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, 
"CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT CONTINUE IN ALL THINGS WHICH ARE 
WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO DO THEM." 

Gal 3:11  But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "THE JUST 
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 

Gal 3:12  Yet the law is not of faith, but "THE MAN WHO DOES THEM SHALL LIVE BY 
THEM." 

Gal 3:13  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it 
is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE"), 

The covenant God had made with Israel was not a covenant of peace. In fact, it brought a curse upon 
Israel because they could not keep all the words of the covenant. However, God promised to make a 
new covenant with his people. This covenant would be a covenant of peace.

Eze 34:25  And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to 
cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the 
woods. 

This prophecy was fulfilled at the cross.

Col 1:20  and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 

Rom 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 

The new covenant God made with man was a covenant of peace. 

Eph 6:15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

The gospel is a gospel of peace. It brings peace between God and man. It provides a way for man to 
receive forgiveness of his sins. This peace between God and man is available to everyone in this world 
who is willing to obey the words of God and become members of His church. Before the cross, only 
those born into the nation of Israel were the chosen people of God. After the cross, people of all nations 
may come together in the church. Therefore, the peacemakers are those who make peace between God 
and man. Our first responsibility is to make our own peace between ourselves and God. We should 
then preach the gospel of peace to others in order that they can make peace with God. As this beatitude 
says, the peacemakers are the sons of God. They have made peace between themselves and God and 
are members of his church. They are Christians.
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Mat 5:10  -  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

Once again we see the use of the phrase "kingdom of heaven." As in the first beatitude, verse 3, this is a 
reference to the church. The church functions as a kingdom. Christ is the King and we are His subjects. 
In this beatitude Jesus pronounces a blessing on those who are persecuted for righteousness sake. The 
emphasis should be placed on "for righteousness sake." Those who are persecuted because they are 
righteous in the sight of God will be blessed. Many in this world will suffer trials, tribulations and 
persecutions of many types, but those who are persecuted for righteousness sake will be a part of the 
kingdom of heaven. This is confirmed in 1Pe 4:16. 

1Pe 4:16  Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 
on this behalf."

We are not to be ashamed of any persecution we might receive because we are Christians. Instead, we 
should glorify God. The manner in which we accept persecutions will determine whether we glorify 
God or not. We must accept them in a manner that will exhibit our Christian principles. We must not 
retaliate with similar means that was used to persecute us. Read 1Pe 3:14.

1Pe 3:14  But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled; 

It is difficult at times to understand how we could be happy when being persecuted. Our happiness 
should come from the fact that people recognize us as Christians by our actions and have chosen to 
persecute us for those reasons.

Mat 5:11  -  Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely for My sake.

This statement is very similar to the preceding verse. Again, the emphasis should be placed on the 
word "falsely." Any accusation of evil-doing made against Christians should be false. Christians should 
live their lives doing good and following the example set by Jesus Christ. If we are persecuted for those 
reasons, we will be blessed. 

We are very fortunate as Christians today to live in a time when few Christians are actually physically 
persecuted. Our persecution today is mostly in the form of evil speakings. This form of persecution 
seems to be increasing. Christians are often mocked, ridiculed, laughed at, and demeaned in many 
ways. However, we must be careful to resist the temptation to retaliate by using the same means being 
used against us. We must maintain our Christian attitude at all times. Rom 12:14  says, "Bless them 
which persecute you: bless, and curse not." We must continue to exhibit our Christian values, even in 
the face of all types of false accusations. 

Mat 5:12  -  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

The people of God have suffered since the beginning of time. God never promised that the Christian 
life would be an easy one. Many of the prophets in Old Testament times were persecuted. If 
persecution comes to Christians today, we must remain faithful like the prophets of old. 
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The reward we will receive in heaven will be worth any persecution we might receive on this earth. It is 
far greater than we can possibly imagine. 

1Pe 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 

1Pe 1:4  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you, 

Our inheritance is incorruptible. It will not deteriorate like the things of this earth. Our inheritance in 
heaven defies explanation. Jesus describes our heavenly abode as mansions.

Joh 14:1  "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 
Joh 14:2  In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 

to prepare a place for you. 
Joh 14:3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also. 

We must not give up our inheritance because of any persecutions we might face on this earth.

Conclusion

The beatitudes spoken by our Lord are designed to give us an understanding of what it means to be a 
Christian. In each of these statements, Jesus is describing the kind of person that we must be in order 
to be in His church. A reward is promised in each beatitude to those possessing these characteristics. It 
must be recognized that in every beatitude, the reward comes to those in the church. In summary, look 
once again at the statements and their promise.

Spiritual Attribute       Reward Place Received

Mat 5:3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit Kingdom of Heaven Church
Mat 5:4 - Blessed are they that mourn Shall be comforted In the church
Mat 5:5 - Blessed are the meek Shall inherit the land The church
Mat 5:6 - Blessed are those who hunger and thirst Shall be filled In the church
Mat 5:7 - Blessed are the merciful Shall obtain mercy In the church
Mat 5:8 - Blessed are the pure in heart Shall see God In the church
Mat 5:9 - Blessed are the peacemakers Called Sons of God In the church
Mat 5:10 - Blessed are those persecuted for righteousness Kingdom of heaven The Church

Let us constantly strive to be the type of people Jesus desires us to be as members of His church!
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