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One of the most frequently asked questions about Revelation deals with the meaning of the 
number 144,000. Many different interpretations of this number are given in the religious world 
today. There are also various interpretations within the church. In this article we will attempt to 
not only determine the correct meaning of this number, but also show how it is used to tie several 
of the visions in Revelation together. As you will see, it is truly remarkable how God gives so 
many messages to Christians through the use of the number 144,000. 

First, we must begin with an emphasis on the symbolic meanings of numbers in Revelation. We 
understand that the various pictures and images used throughout the book of Revelation have 
symbolic meanings. We must also understand that during the time of the writing of the Bible, 
numbers carried symbolic meanings, as well as numeric values. This is also true to a smaller 
extent in our language today. For example, the number 13 usually conjures up in our mind the 
idea of superstition or being unlucky. That is why there is no 13th floor in many highrise 
buildings. In the Bible it is very easy to understand that the number 7 carries a symbolic 
meaning. In Mat 18:21, Jesus uses the number 7 symbolically.

Mat 18:21  Then came Peter and said to him, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? until seven times? 

Mat 18:22  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until 
seventy times seven. 

We understand that Jesus did not mean a literal 70 x 7, or 490 times, but instead, he was using 
multiples of the number 7 to show that we should forgive as many times as necessary.

Symbolic Numbers in Revelation and Their Meanings

Below is a partial listing of numbers, along with their symbolic meanings, that are used in 
Revelation.

2 Strength or courage. 2 are stronger than 1. The disciples of Jesus went out by 2’s.

3 Deity. The divine or spiritual number. The Godhead is 3-fold in nature: God, 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit.

4 This physical world in which we live. The 4 winds and 4 corners of the earth are 
frequently used. There are also 4 directions of the earth: north, south, east, 
and west.
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7 Perfection. A sacred number; the perfect divine number, “3,” plus the perfect 
number of this physical world, “4,” equals “7” or total perfection.

10 Completeness. If a person has all 10 fingers and toes, he is humanly complete. 
The number “5” is used in connection with this to mean half complete or more
specifically, incomplete or short of perfection.

12 Organized religion. There were 12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles. These 
represent the two laws that God gave man to follow.

1000  -  (10 x 10 x 10) - Total completeness.

Now that brings us to the number 144,000. Its meaning can be derived from the use of other 
numbers listed above. God has given two specific laws for man to follow... The Law of Moses 
and the Gospel. They both originated with the use of the number 12. Israel (Jacob) was the father 
of 12 sons from which the 12 tribes of Israel descended. The 12 apostles gave the gospel to 
people today through the writing of the New Testament. So, the two laws that God has given to 
the people of this earth can be represented by the number 12. The multitudes of people that lived 
and served God under these 2 laws can be represented by multiplying 12 times 12, which gives 
the product of 144. The number 1000 represents total completeness; therefore, if we multiply 144 
by the complete number of 1000, the product is 144,000. This number represents the total, 
complete number of people that have served God under the 2 laws that he has given. Since the 
Law of Moses ended when Jesus died on the cross (Col. 2:14), the law that will continue to add 
people to the totally complete number of 144,000 is the Gospel. Therefore, we must not look at 
the number 144,000 as a numerical value, but as a symbolic number representing all people who 
have obeyed the laws of God. 

The compelling evidence that the above conclusion is the correct meaning of the number 
144,000 is not so much about how the number is derived, but rather, how the number is used 
throughout Revelation. We will now examine each of the visions in which the number 144,000 is 
used and explore the relationships that exist between these visions. 

Lamb Standing on Mount Zion

Let us first look at Rev. 14:1.

Rev 14:1  Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one 
hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father's name written on their 
foreheads. 

This vision can be somewhat illustrated by the following drawing.
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The definition of the Lamb is easily determined. In Joh 1:29, John the baptist makes the 
following statement as he sees Jesus approaching. 

Joh 1:29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Jesus is the Lamb of God and he is described in Rev 14:1 as standing on Mount Zion with a 
group of people called the 144,000 who have the Father's name written in their foreheads. Many 
different ideas have been presented as to the identity of this group of people. All we have to do in 
order to determine their identity is to make a couple of comparisons. First, this is a direct contrast 
to the people mentioned at the end of chapter 13, who have the mark of the beast. Those people 
who oppose God and refuse to follow Him have the mark of the beast in their right hand and 
forehead. 

Rev 13:16  He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a 
mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 

Rev 13:17  and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of 
the beast, or the number of his name. 

This means that this group of people dedicate their works and thoughts to the beast. This is in 
direct contrast to those pictured in Rev 14:1. They have the Father's name written in their 
foreheads. This can only be Christians. Everyone bears a symbolic mark in their forehead. Those 
who oppose God have the mark of the beast and those who follow God have the Father's name in 
their forehead. We must understand that both of these marks are symbolic and denote who that 
person follows.

Secondly, this vision of Jesus standing on Mount Zion is a comparison to Moses standing on 
Mount Sinai (Exodus chapter 19). When Moses went up into Mount Sinai to speak with God, the 
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people of Israel gathered around the mountain. Moses stood on Mount Sinai and received the 
Law of Moses from God. Christ stands on spiritual mount Zion with the gospel, and all those that 
follow Him are gathered around that spiritual mountain.
 

Mount Zion

At this point in our study, it is extremely important that we have a proper understanding of the 
symbolic meaning of mount Zion. This symbol is used as a description of the church, which our 
Lord built. This is learned from Micah chapter 4:1 which states, 

Mic 4:1  Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD's 
house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted 
above the hills; And peoples shall flow to it. 

 A mountain is used in scripture to symbolize a strong force. Speaking of the nation of Babylon, 
Jer 51:25 says, 

Jer 51:25  "Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, Who destroys all the 
earth," says the LORD. "And I will stretch out My hand against you, Roll you 
down from the rocks, And make you a burnt mountain.

 
The "last days" is a reference to the Christian age. 1 Pet 1:18-20 says, 

1Pe 1:18  knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 

1Pe 1:19  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot. 

1Pe 1:20  He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you 

It was God's plan that Christ would come to this earth to redeem man, even before the foundation 
of the world. These verses explain that he was made known to the people of this world in the 
"last times." Therefore, the "last times" or "last days" is a reference to the Christian dispensation. 
The "mountain of the house of the Lord" is a description of the church and it was established in 
the "last days." It was established in the top of the mountains, which means it is the strongest 
force upon this earth. The last phrase of Micah 4:1, "and many people shall flow unto it," 
explains that many people will come into the church during the last days. Micah 4:2 states, 

Mic 4:2  Many nations shall come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we 
shall walk in His paths." For out of Zion the law shall go forth, And the word of 
the LORD from Jerusalem. 
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The "many nations" in this verse is in contrast to the one nation, Israel, which gathered around 
mount Sinai as Moses received the Ten Commandments. Today, people from all nations may 
choose to follow God and gather around Mount Zion. There are two symbolic references to the 
church in this verse: (1) mountain of the Lord, and (2) house of the God of Jacob. When we 
come into the church, Jesus will teach us of his ways and we will walk in his paths. He does this 
through his word.

Christ Reigns on Mount Zion

The last phrase of Micah 4:7 makes it clear that the Lord is reigning in Mount Zion. 

Mic 4:7  I will make the lame a remnant, And the outcast a strong nation; So the LORD 
will reign over them in Mount Zion From now on, even forever. 

This verse is explaining that Christ will reign over those who come to the mountain of the Lord 
in the last days. Today, he is reigning over those who are in his church, which he built on the day 
of Pentecost. 

Hebrews chapter 12 employs this parallel of Mount Sinai and Mount Zion. In Heb 12:18, we 
read:

Heb 12:18  For you have not come to the mountain that may be touched and that burned 
with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest, 

In this verse the writer of Hebrews is explaining to Christians that they are no longer under the 
Law of Moses. They are not come unto the law that Moses received on Mount Sinai. Then, in 
verse 22, the writer uses the spiritual comparison of this mountain to explain what law Christians 
follow today.

Heb 12:22  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 

Heb 12:23  to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in 
heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

Heb 12:24  to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that 
speaks better things than that of Abel. 

It is specifically stated in verse 22 that Christians are come unto Mount Zion. Notice that Mount 
Zion is also called: 1) city of the living God; 2) heavenly Jerusalem; 3) general assembly; and 4) 
church of the firstborn. There can be no doubt that Mount Zion is a symbolic reference to the 
church. Notice also in verses 23 and 24 that when we come to Mount Zion, we also come to God 
and Jesus. 
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Therefore, when we see a Lamb standing of Mount Zion in Rev 14:1, which is surrounded by 
those who have the Father's name in their forehead, it is a reference to Christ reigning over his 
church today. Christians have come unto Mount Zion. We are gathered around a spiritual 
mountain and the Father's name is written in our foreheads.

Some attempt to say that the 144,000 represent only a certain group of Christians. This cannot 
possibly be correct because Christ reigns over all Christians. We are all gathered around Mount 
Zion as members of His church. We all have the Father's name written in our foreheads.

Revelation Chapter 7

Another passage that uses the number 144,000 to describe a certain group of people is Revelation 
Chapter 7:4-8.

Rev 7:4  And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 

Rev 7:5  of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben 
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 

Rev 7:6  of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali 
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were 
sealed; 

Rev 7:7  of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve 
thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 

Rev 7:8  of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph 
twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were 
sealed. 

In this passage the number 144,000 is used to represent all those who are sealed. Therefore, if we 
determine who are sealed, we will know who the number 144,000 represents. Please read Eph 
1:13.

Eph 1:13  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise,

Those who hear the word of truth, the gospel, and believe are sealed by the Holy Spirit. This is 
an obvious reference to all Christians. All people who obey the gospel of Christ and choose to 
follow Him are sealed by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the number 144,000 is once again used to 
represent all those who are obedient to God. They are Christians. This is the same group of 
people who are gathered around Mount Zion in Rev 14:1. Christ is standing on Mount Zion and 
all those who are gathered at that spiritual mountain with Him are sealed by the Holy Spirit. This 
is a great picture of Christians today who are in the church that Jesus built. 
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Please read again the verse under consideration.

Rev 7:4  And I heard the number of them that were sealed, a hundred and forty and four 
thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the children of Israel: 

The obvious question now to be answered is: why are we told that the 144,000 are sealed from 
every tribe of the children of Israel? It is because Christians are the "Israel of God" today. The 
Israelites were the chosen people of God under the Law of Moses. Christians are the chosen 
people of God today under the gospel of Christ. This is made clear in 1Pe 2:9.

1Pe 2:9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light; 

Today, Christians are the chosen race, the royal priesthood, the holy nation and the special 
people of God. Israel was a shadow or pattern of the church. God uses very similar language as 
he speaks about the children of Israel in Exo 19:3-6.

Exo 19:3  And Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, 
saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 

Exo 19:4  'You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' 
wings and brought you to Myself. 

Exo 19:5  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then 
you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 

Exo 19:6  And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the 
words which you shall speak to the children of Israel." 

The children of Israel were the chosen people under the Law of Moses and Christians are the 
chosen people of God today. This is confirmed in Galatians chapter 3.

Gal 3:29  And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise. 

The promise spoken of in this scripture was the promise made to Abraham in Gen chapter 12. 
God promised to make Abraham the father of a great nation. Through his son, Isaac, and his 
grandson, Jacob, this promise was fulfilled in the nation of Israel. Abraham was the father of the 
nation of Israel. Gal 3:29 says that Christians are the seed of Abraham. Therefore, the church is 
the spiritual Israel of God today. We are God's chosen people. Once again we see how the 
number 144,000 is a symbolic number representing all Christians. We are the Israel of God 
today... the seed of Abraham.

The next question we must answer about this passage in Rev chapter 7 is: Why are we given a 
list of 12 tribes with 12,000 being sealed from each tribe? First, we should notice that the list of 
tribes is not an actual list of the 12 tribes. There was no tribe of Joseph and the Levites were 
priests and not considered one of the actual 12 tribes. The literal tribes of Dan and Ephraim were 
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omitted. We understand that this could not be a literal list because no one from Dan or Ephraim 
could be sealed. Therefore, this listing of the tribes of Israel must be symbolic in some way.
We may not fully understand every reason why these 12 tribes are specifically named and 
12,000 are sealed from each tribe; however, it would be impossible to make the following 
connections between certain visions if this list were not given. Therefore, we must conclude that 
this is the primary reason for the list. Interestingly enough, all of following connections between 
visions are possible because of the number 144,000. Hopefully, the following will convince the 
serious student of Revelation that the symbols are very consistent throughout the book. 

The Church in Revelation 21 and 22

At this time, we must take a look at the description of the church given in chapters 21 and 22. If 
you are not familiar with this interpretation of chapters 21 and 22, please refer to the material on 
those chapters in Revelation for Christians Today. Theses chapters may also be read on the 
internet at http://www.christianhomesite.com/revelation/book.htm. The drawing below is taken 
from chapters 21 and 22. It is a physical description of the spiritual church. We are told precisely 
what these 2 chapters are describing in Rev 21:9.

Rev 21:9  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven 
last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, "Come, I will show you the 
bride, the Lamb's wife." 

The Lamb's wife can be nothing other than the church. See Rom 7:4. This interpretation is also 
solidified by the statement made in Rev 21:10.
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Rev 21:10  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, 

The great city, the holy Jerusalem, is also a reference to the church. Notice it is descending out of 
heaven. It is not heaven. It is the church that Jesus built for his people. We dwell in that spiritual 
city today as Christians. A prophecy of the church in Isa 60:14, explains that the church would 
be called the city of the Lord.

Isa 60:14  Also the sons of those who afflicted you Shall come bowing to you, And all 
those who despised you shall fall prostrate at the soles of your feet; And they shall 
call you The City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

The Church and the 144,000

Next, we must put together this description of the church and the above interpretation of the 
144,000. The 144,000 are interpreted to be all those people who are obedient to Christ and enter 
his church.

The residents of this city are the 144,000. They are gathered around Mount Zion, which is a 
symbolic name for the church. Each of the residents have the Father's name written in their 
foreheads. They are the ones who have been sealed by the Holy Spirit. They are Christians. 

The following drawing illustrates the 144,000 standing around Mount Zion (Rev 14:1). They are 
Christians. They are standing before the Throne of God and serving him continually in his 
church. 
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Gates of the Church

Now, let's look at the gates of the city, which would be the means of entering into the city or the 
church.

Rev 21:12  Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the 
gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel: 

Notice that there are 12 gates and above each of the gates is written the names of the 12 tribes of 
Israel. In chapter 7, we have the list of those 12 tribes and 12,000 are sealed from each tribe. 
There are 12 tribes and 12 gates. If we multiply 12,000 time 12 gates, we once again get our 
symbolic number of 144,000. All those who pass through the gates of the church become a part 
of the symbolic 144,000. In Isa 60:18, the gates of the church are called "gates of Praise."

Isa 60:18  Violence shall no longer be heard in your land, Neither wasting nor destruction 
within your borders; But you shall call your walls Salvation, And your gates 
Praise. 

When anyone enters the church, they pass through the wall of salvation and give God praise for 
saving them from their sins. They become part of the 144,000.

Wall of the Church

It should also be pointed out that the width of the wall is 144 cubits.

Rev 21:17  Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to 
the measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 

When one obeys the law of God, he will pass through the 144 cubit wall to become part of the 
144,000. Remember, 12 is the number God used to establish his laws. There were 12 tribes of 
Israel and 12 apostles. When we take the multiple of 12 times 12 we get 144. The law we are 
concerned with today is the gospel. When we obey the gospel, we are passing through the 144 
cubit wall and entering the church. All those who pass through that wall would be symbolized by 
the complete number of 1000. By multiplying 144 x 1000, we once again get the number 
144,000. When one obeys the gospel, he then passes through the 144 cubit wall of salvation and 
becomes a part of the 144,000. 

There is one other aspect of the number 144,000 that we need to examine. In Rev 21:16 we are 
told that the wall of the church is 12,000 furlongs, with the length, breadth, and height being 
equal. This makes the shape of this city a perfect cube.
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Rev 21:16  The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he 
measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and 
height are equal. 

In the drawing below you will see that it takes exactly 12 equal measurements to make a perfect 
cube. 

Each of these measurements of the church is 12,000 furlongs. If we multiply 12 time 12,000, we 
once again have our number of 144,000.

The total measurement of the church is 144,000 furlongs. Christians are the 144,000. They pass 
through a 144 cubit wall to enter the church that has a total measurement of 144,000 furlongs. 
The number 144,000 is quite extraordinary. It is consistent in every vision where it is used and 
ties them all together.  
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Great Multitude

The number 144,000 is symbolic. It represents all Christians. It represents the great multitude of 
people who follow God. That brings us to our last point. If we go back to chapter 7 where we 
have the list of 12 tribes with 12,000 being sealed from each tribe, the next section in that vision 
is a great multitude of people dressed in white robes standing before the Throne of God.

Rev 7:9  After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 
number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 

This is a further description of the 144,000. Christians are dressed in white robes because their 
sins have been forgiven. We are standing before the Throne of God and the Lamb. That is the 
exact picture of Rev 14:1. The Lamb is standing on Mount Zion and the 144,000 (Christians) are 
gathered around. This great multitude has palms in their hands. That is an indication of servitude. 
Christians are gathered before the Throne of God, dressed in white robed, and are continually 
serving Him.

Rev 7:14  And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to me, "These are the ones who 
come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 

Rev 7:15  Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in 
His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 

Christians have come out of the great "spiritual" tribulation of sin and have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, we are before the Throne of God and 
serve him day and night (continually) in his temple, which is the church.

Final Thoughts

It is truly extraordinary how the number 144,000 is used in Revelation. It ties many of the visions 
of Revelation together. It symbolizes all people who are obedient to the will of God. The most 
important lesson is that we must all strive to be part of God's 144,000. We accomplish this by 
following the commands God has given us in his Word. 

Rev 22:14  Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to 
the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 

As Christians we are standing before Mount Zion where Christ, the Lamb, is reigning over us. 
We are wearing the Father's name on our foreheads. We are the sealed of God. Our robes have 
been made white in the blood of the Lamb. We have entered through the gates of praise into the 
holy city of God, the church, where we serve him continually. We are the 144,000.
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