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Many in the religious world today use Matthew chapter 24 to support mistaken religious beliefs. They 
connect Mt 24 with the book of Daniel and Revelation chapter 20 to promote doctrines such as 
premillennialism and postmillennialism. These people interpret Matt. 24 as an explanation of events 
that will occur immediately prior to the second coming of Christ. They believe this chapter describes a 
seven year period of great tribulation between the "rapture" and the establishment of an earthly 
kingdom by Christ that will last for 1000 years. Others have tried to interpret all the events described 
in this chapter as being fulfilled by the time of the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. All of these 
interpretations leave many difficult questions unanswered. Unfortunately, there are also many 
differing ideas about the meaning of this chapter in the church today. Since we cannot come to a 
common understanding of the chapter ourselves, it becomes very difficult to refute the many mistaken 
beliefs that people hold about Mt 24. The best way of refuting any mistaken belief is to have a good 
understanding of the truth ourselves. In this discussion of Mt 24, it is our intent to lay aside all 
preconceived ideas about the meaning of this chapter and look strictly at the text to determine its 
meaning. Once we have a proper understanding of the chapter, it becomes much easier to deal with the 
many false teachings that we so often encounter in the world today. We believe you will find the 
following discussion of Mt 24 to be very logical and understandable. This should make it much easier 
to discuss this chapter with those who hold these false religious beliefs.

The Setting 

Mat 24:1  Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up 
to show Him the buildings of the temple. 

Mat 24:2  And Jesus said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to 
you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown 
down." 

In these verses we see the disciples coming to Jesus to show Him the magnificent temple. This was 
actually the second temple that had been constructed at this location. It stood as a monument to the 
Jews that they possessed a land of their own and were at peace. This building was the dwelling place of 
God among His people and the center of prayer and worship to God for the nation of Israel. The 
disciples were obviously proud of the majesty of this building and its significance to the Jewish people. 
The nation of Israel would prosper as long as this temple stood and God dwelt among them. If the 
temple were destroyed, it would mean that God had forsaken them and the nation of Israel would once 
again be in a time of suffering. Therefore, the temple was a very significant building and extremely 
important to Israel.

The first temple that stood at this place was built by King Solomon. It was eventually destroyed by the 
Babylonian Empire in 586 B.C., and Israel became captive to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness. 
The Babylonian Empire eventually fell to the Medes and Persians, and King Cyrus of Persia allowed 
the Israelites to return to Jerusalem in 536 B.C. The second temple was eventually built during the 
time of King Artaxerxes of Persia in 516 B.C. God's laws of worship were reinstated and the Jews once 
again prospered as they returned to following the ways of God. In about 168 B.C., this second temple 
was ravaged by Antiochus Epiphanes of the Seleucid Empire and eventually became a fortress of war. 
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The destruction of this temple once again marked a time when Jewish people were undergoing great 
hardships.

The Temple that Jesus and His disciples were viewing was a renovation of the second temple by King 
Herod. Construction began about 19 B.C., and the main building was completed about 9 B.C., although 
the entire temple was not completed until approximately A.D. 64. It was a magnificent building of 
immense value. During the time that the temple was standing, the Jewish nation experienced peace. 
From this we see that the standing of the temple had great significance to the Jews. It meant they were 
in a time of peace and prosperity. The destruction of this temple would signify a time of great hardship 
and persecution for the Jewish people. Therefore, this statement made by Jesus that the temple would 
be completely destroyed must have been a great shock to the disciples. It was far more than just the 
destruction of a building. It represented the destruction of a way of life. 

The Questions

Mat 24:3  Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, 
saying, "Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?" 

This is the critical verse in understanding the meaning of this chapter. Most commentators place a 
great deal of significance on these questions and attempt to interpret the chapter according to how 
they interpret the questions. There are several ideas concerning how these questions should be 
addressed. Some will divide the questions into two parts and others believe there are three separate 
questions being asked. Some attempt to interpret the "end of the age" as the end of the Jewish age. The 
Greek word used here can be translated as either "age" or "world." Some versions use "age" and some 
use "world." In the context of the questions as Jesus was describing the destruction of the temple, it is 
difficult to understand exactly why the disciples asked these particular questions. Therefore, these 
questions have been used in several way to interpret the remainder of this chapter. As we look at the 
questions, we see that the disciples asked Him to tell them when destruction of the temple would take 
place ("Tell us when these things be"). They also asked for signs of his coming and the end of the age 
("And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age"). As stated before, most 
commentators break the chapter into segments depending on their understanding of these questions. 
There can be little doubt that Jesus answered the questions that they asked. However, in order to 
understand His answer, we must first understand the situation in which these questions were asked 
and why they asked these particular questions. This will provide us with an understanding of how 
Jesus proceeded to answer their questions.

How many questions the disciples asked or how we separate them is not the critical issue in 
understanding this passage. The critical issue is understanding what these questions show about the 
thinking of the disciples concerning the statement that Jesus had just made about the destruction of 
the temple.  The disciples had been showing Jesus the temple. In this setting, He made the statement 
that this temple would be completely destroyed. He said that not one stone would be left on another. 
Since this was such a valuable building and held such great significance to the Jewish people, the 
disciples must have been completely awe struck by this statement. We must understand that their 
attention was completely on the destruction of this great temple. It is not reasonable to believe that 
they would have asked questions completely unrelated to the event that Jesus was describing. Their 
interest was in the statement made by Jesus concerning the destruction of the temple. Therefore, in 
the minds of the disciples, all of these questions must have related to the destruction of the temple. 
They asked when this great event would take place, and what would be the sign of Jesus' coming and 
the end of the world. They must have equated all of these events with the destruction of this great 
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temple. They must have thought that the destruction of this temple would take place when Jesus came 
back to earth again at the end of time. Therefore, in their minds when they asked for signs of His 
coming, they thought they were asking for signs of the destruction of Jerusalem. 

In our minds today, we fully understand that the destruction of Jerusalem and the second coming of 
Christ are two totally different events. That sometimes makes it difficult for us to put ourselves in the 
place of the disciples when they asked these questions. They did not have the advantage of history that 
we have today. It would have been very reasonable for them to assume the destruction of the temple 
would be at the end of the world when Jesus comes again. 

Now, we must keep this incorrect assumption made by the disciples squarely in our minds as we 
interpret the answer that Jesus gave to their questions. The very first thing that Jesus does as He 
begins to answer them is to separate the destruction of Jerusalem from His second coming. He 
explains to them that the destruction of Jerusalem is a totally different event from His second coming 
and the end of the world. He also separates the signs preceding the destruction of Jerusalem from 
events that will take place before His second coming. Once we understand this, the remainder of the 
chapter becomes fairly easy to understand. 

It is very critical to understand this concept because the main point of the dissertation in Matt. 24 is to 
correct the thinking of the disciples by explaining to them that the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
end of the world are two separate events. Therefore, Jesus begins by telling them not to be deceived. 

Be not Deceived 

Mat 24:4  And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 
Mat 24:5  For many will come in My name, saying, I am Christ, and will deceive many. 

Jesus begins this discourse to His disciples by warning them not to be deceived. There must have been 
a reason why He was concerned about them being deceived. Once we understand that they had a 
mistaken idea concerning the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of time being the same event, we 
understand why Jesus addressed them in this manner. He did not want them to be deceived by 
someone claiming that He had returned at the time of the destruction of the temple. He begins by 
explaining that many will come attempting to deceive people by claiming that they are the Christ. He 
does not want them to be deceived by these false Christs. 

In the remainder of the chapter, Jesus is going to explain the difference between the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the end of the world. He warns them not to believe those who claim that He has 
returned. He tells them in v:5, "For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall 
deceive many." He warns them in v:23, "Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not." He repeats this in verses 25 and 26 for emphasis sake as he says, "Behold, I have 
told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, 
he is in the secret chambers; believe it not." The disciples thought that the awesome destruction of the 
temple that he described would surely be at His second coming and the end of the world. Jesus 
proceeds to explain to them that the destruction of Jerusalem and His second coming are not the same 
events. Some would claim that Jesus came at the destruction of Jerusalem and He does not want them 
to be deceived. He assures them that there will be absolutely no mistaking His second coming. It will 
be such a enormous event that everyone will know exactly what has happened. Jesus describes that 
event as lightning that shines from the east to the west (v:27). There will be absolutely no question as 
to what is happening when He comes again at the end of time. He does not want them to be deceived 
by those claiming that He has returned at some event other than the actual end of the world. 
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Events That Must Take Place Before The End of the World 

Mat 24:6  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; 
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

Mat 24:7  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there 
will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 

Mat 24:8  All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
Mat 24:9  "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated 

by all nations for My name's sake. 
Mat 24:10  And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one 

another. 
Mat 24:11  Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 
Mat 24:12  And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 
Mat 24:13  But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 
Mat 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness 

to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

Jesus explains to his disciples that many events must take place before He comes again at the end of 
time. Verse 6 says there shall be wars and rumors of wars, but the end is not yet. Not only will the 
temple be destroyed during a time of war, but many other wars will occur before He comes the second 
time. He is explaining that the destruction of Jerusalem is only one of many catastrophic events that 
will occur before the end of time. In the verses that follow, He also says that famines, pestilences and 
earthquakes would occur in various places. The disciples were to be afflicted and killed. People would 
betray one another and hate one another. False prophets would arise and deceive many. Because of 
sin, the love of many will grow cold. However, in spite of all these great difficulties, the gospel must be 
preached in all the world and then the end of the world will come. 

Many events were to take place before the end of the world, and Jesus did not want his disciples to be 
deceived when someone told them that He had returned during one of these events. He did not want 
them to associate any of the events He described with His second coming and the end of the world. 
The events described in these verses will continue to take place all during the Christian dispensation. 
The following timeline should put these events in their proper prospective.
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Many attempt to force all of the events listed in verses 9 through 14 into the approximate forty years 
between the time Jesus made this statement and the destruction of Jerusalem. There can be little 
doubt that many of these things took place during that time, but they are still taking place today, and 
they will continue to take place until Jesus comes again. 

At this point we must recognize that the entire Christian age will be a time of great tribulation. There 
will be wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes and etc. The time we live on this earth has never been 
described as a time of peace and prosperity. There will be times and places when peace will occur, but 
there will also be many hardships to face in this life. The Christian dispensation is a time of tribulation.

Therefore, in verses 6 through 14, we have a description of events that will take place all during the 
Christian dispensation. Many hardships will occur and great catastrophic events will take place. 
However, we are not to associate any one of them with the second coming of Christ. 

Destruction of Jerusalem

Now that Jesus has separated the destruction of Jerusalem from the end of time, He is going to give a 
more detailed description of the destruction of Jerusalem in verses 15 through 22. Remember, in 
verses 1 and 2 the disciples began to show Jesus the temple, but Jesus told them that it would be 
totally destroyed. Now, in the following verses, Jesus is giving them more information concerning the 
time of that destruction. He describes it as a time of great suffering. He even gives them instructions 
concerning what they should do when they realize the time is approaching in order to save their lives. 

The time of this destruction of the temple occurred in 70 A.D., when the Roman Empire destroyed 
Jerusalem. He is explaining to them that even though this will be a time of great tribulation, it is not 
His second coming or the end of the world. The destruction of Jerusalem is only one of many times of 
tribulation that must occur during the Christian dispensation prior to the end of the world.

Mat 24:15  "Therefore when you see the 'ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION,' spoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place"  (whoever reads, let him 
understand), 

Mat 24:16  "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
Mat 24:17  Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 
Mat 24:18  And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 
Mat 24:19  But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in 

those days! 
Mat 24:20  And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 
Mat 24:21  For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 

beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
Mat 24:22  And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the 

elect's sake those days will be shortened. 

We know the above verses are describing the destruction of Jerusalem because it is called the 
"abomination of desolation" that was spoken of by the prophet Daniel. This is a reference to Dan 9:24-
27, where we find the prophecy of 70 weeks. 

Dan 9:24  "Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your holy city, To finish the 
transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in 
everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the Most Holy.

 Dan 9:25  "Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To 
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restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and 
sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in troublesome 
times. 

Dan 9:26  "And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; And the 
people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of 
it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 

Dan 9:27  Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the 
week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations 
shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is 
poured out on the desolate." 

Almost all conservative commentators agree that the 70 weeks should be understood as 70 weeks of 
years. In other words, each day of the 70 weeks represents one year. Therefore, 70 weeks of years times 
7 (days per week) would equal 490 years. This is the period of time from the going forth of the 
commandment to rebuild Jerusalem until the first coming of Christ (v:25). It is not within the scope of 
this paper to completely interpret this vision of Daniel, but rather, to determine the meaning of the 
"abomination of desolation" spoken of in Mat 24:15. 

Events that will take place at the conclusion of this prophecy are defined in Dan 9:24. When the 70 
weeks are finished there will be and end of sins. Reconciliation for iniquity will be made, and 
everlasting righteousness will be brought in. This does not mean that people will cease from sinning. It 
means that a way will be made where one can have forgiveness for his sins and can be reconciled to 
God. This was accomplished by Jesus at the cross. It is also the time that the Most Holy was to be 
anointed. This can only be speaking of Jesus Christ. When Jesus came to earth the first time, he made 
an end of sins. By his death on the cross, Jesus brought forgiveness to those living under the law of 
Moses and everlasting righteousness to all those who follow Him. All those who follow the ways of 
Christ today will have everlasting righteousness and live with Him eternally.

In this prophecy of Daniel, the 70 weeks are broken down into periods of 7 weeks, 62 weeks and 1 
week. In verse 26 the Messiah was to be cut off after the 62 week period. The 7 weeks period came 
prior to the 62 week period; therefore, the actual time of the cutting off of the Messiah would be after 
the 69th week. This would place the events of the coming of the Messiah in the last week of this 
prophecy or the 70th week. 

According to Dan 9:27, the Messiah will bring an end to sacrifice and offering. This took place at the 
cross. Jesus fulfilled the Law of Moses and did away with the old physical laws of sacrifice. This set up 
the abomination of desolation or the destruction of Jerusalem. Once Jesus did away with the 
ordinances and sacrifices of the Law of Moses, the destruction of Jerusalem was inevitable. The Jews 
would become a desolate people and their temple and city would be destroyed one final time. This 
would bring an end to all things under the Law of Moses. Even today, when people claim to follow the 
Law of Moses, they cannot return to events as they were in the Old Testament. They may deny that 
Jesus was the Messiah and look for one in the future, but they have no line of ancestry to follow and no 
way of following the Law of Moses in the way that God demanded of the Jews in the Old Testament. 
The destruction of Jerusalem was set up by Jesus on the cross and it was consummated by Rome in 70 
A.D. This is the "abomination of desolation" that Jesus was referring to in Mt 24:15. 

Therefore, in Mt 24:15-22, Jesus is explaining events that will take place during the destruction of 
Jerusalem, or as He calls it... the "abomination of desolation."  He explains to his disciples that this 
will be a great catastrophic event. Not only will the temple be totally destroyed, but it will be a time of 
great suffering for the people in Jerusalem. He continues by warning them to flee the city when they 
realize that this destruction is about to take place. Jesus set these events in motion when He died on 
the cross. This final destruction came in 70 A.D., when the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem.
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Be Not Deceived

Now, notice the verses that immediately follow the section that described the destruction of Jerusalem. 
He once again tells them not to be deceived when someone tells them that He has returned. He does 
not want His disciples to believe that He will return and the world will end with the destruction of 
Jerusalem. He is explaining to the disciples that the destruction of Jerusalem in not His second 
coming and the end of time.

Mat 24:23  "Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There!' do not 
believe it. 

Mat 24:24  For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 

Mat 24:25  See, I have told you beforehand. 
Mat 24:26  "Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 

'Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it. 

Jesus does not want His disciples believing that He might return during some major catastrophic 
event on this earth. He also does not want them believing that he might return secretly. Jesus warns 
them that many people will come claiming to be the Christ, or to be a prophet sent by Him. They will 
attempt to deceive people by trickery. Some may be so convincing that they might even deceive the 
elect (Christians). Notice the emphasis Jesus places on this message in verse 25. It is much like we 
would say today, "I told you once and I'm going to tell you again." He absolutely does not want them to 
be deceived when someone attempts to convince them that He has returned. He tells them not to 
believe that He has returned regardless of where they may say they have seen him. This brings us 
directly to the next few verses (27-31), which describe Jesus' second coming. It will be unlike any event 
that has ever taken place on this earth.

Coming of the Son of Man

Jesus has just finished telling His disciples not to believe anyone who says they have seen Him return. 
Now, he begins give them reasons why they should not believe these false Christs or false prophets. He 
begins to explain what His second coming and the end of the world will actually be like. He is telling 
them that there will be absolutely no mistaking His second coming. It will be an event so great that 
everyone will know exactly what is taking place.

Mat 24:27  For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will 
the coming of the Son of Man be. 

Mat 24:28  For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. 

Verse 27 is the contrast that Jesus is using to teach a lesson. All through this chapter, He has been 
telling the disciples not to believe anyone that says they have seen Jesus return. He now explains what 
His second coming will be like in order to convince them not to believe those who say He has returned 
to some place or in some great event. His second coming at the end of time will be unmistakable. It 
will an event so great that everyone will understand exactly what is happening. Everyone on this entire 
earth will know with great certainty when Christ returns again. There is absolutely no need for them to 
expect that Christ has returned during the destruction of Jerusalem, or that he has returned to some 
secret place. The description of His second coming and the end of the world continues in verses 29 
through 31. 

In verse 28, Jesus is explaining that there will always be people ready to devour those who are willing 
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to listen to something other than His teachings. He does not want them to be among those who might 
be deceived. 

Mat 24:29  "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens will be shaken. 

Mat 24:30  Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes 
of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 

Mat 24:31  And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 

In order to understand this section, we must first understand what "days" are under consideration in 
verse 29, when it speaks of "those days." Many interpret "those days" as the destruction of Jerusalem 
because they are described as days of "tribulation" in verse 21. The word "tribulation" is used in order 
to help us understand how terrible the time of the destruction of Jerusalem actually was. The 
destruction of Jerusalem was certainly a time of great tribulation; however, this was not the only time 
of tribulation. The entire gospel age is described in verses 6 through 14 as a time of tribulation. Please 
read those verses again. During the Christian dispensation, there are to be times of wars, famines, 
pestilences and earthquakes. Many will be killed. People will hate and betray one another. Iniquity will 
abound and the love of many will wax cold. The disciples of Christ will undergo "tribulations" and be 
killed. These "tribulations" certainly occurred prior to the destruction of Jerusalem; however, they will 
also take place all during the Christian dispensation. These are the "tribulations" Jesus is referring to 
in verse 29. And, "immediately" after the tribulation of "those days," Christ will return and the end of 
the world will take place. This is the answer to part of the questions the disciples asked Jesus in verse 
3. They asked Jesus about the end of the age or world. He tell them that the gospel must be preached 
throughout the world, then the end will come. He will come again the second time after the 
"tribulations" of the Christian age are completed.

The destruction of Jerusalem was only one of many tribulations that will occur in the Christian 
dispensation. Although some attempt to make these verses apply to the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
language is undeniable. These verses can and must be referring to the end of time. After all, the whole 
intent of this chapter is to separate the destruction of Jerusalem from the end of time. In order to 
separate the two events, both must be discussed. In verses 15-22, Jesus described the destruction of 
Jerusalem and He is now discussing the events that will take place at the end of time. Once again, He 
is showing his disciples that they are two separate events. Now, since these verses are describing the 
end of time, the word "immediately" in verse 29 must refer to the Christian dispensation. The end of 
the world did not occur "immediately" after the destruction of Jerusalem; however, it will occur 
"immediately" after the tribulations of the Christian dispensation.

Now, notice that this interpretation completely eliminates the possibility of a 1000 year reign of Christ 
upon this earth. There will be many tribulations in this Christian dispensation, but when this Christian 
dispensation is finished, this world will immediately come to an end. There will be no time of "great 
tribulation" after a so-called "rapture." There will be no 1000 year reign of Christ on this earth after 
the Christian dispensation because there will be no earth. There will be no gathering of forces of the 
Devil to fight the battle of "Armageddon" because this world will end "immediately" after the Christian 
dispensation is finished.

In the following verses, Jesus teaches the disciples a lesson concerning the destruction of Jerusalem by 
using a parable. We should not attempt to interpret this chapter as chronological events. Instead, it is a 
series of contrasts between two events... the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of time.
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The Parable 

Mat 24:32  "Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already 
become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 

Mat 24:33  So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors! 
Mat 24:34  Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all 

these things take place. 
Mat 24:35  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. 

One part of the questions the disciples asked Jesus in verse 3 dealt with the signs of His coming. In this 
section, Jesus is separating the signs prior to the destruction of Jerusalem from events prior to the end 
of the world. Jesus begins by using a parable to explain the signs preceding the destruction of 
Jerusalem. Events surrounding the end of the world will be discussed in verses 36-39. In verse 15, 
Jesus told the disciples, "When you see the abomination of desolation" (destruction of Jerusalem) 
coming, flee Judea. In these verses (32-35), Jesus is explaining that they will be able to read the signs 
of the times and determine when the destruction of Jerusalem is about to take place. He is giving them 
information they will need in order to flee Jerusalem and save their lives. Without this illustration, it is 
very unlikely that the disciples would have understood what was happening when Jerusalem was 
about to be destroyed. He uses an illustration that should have been very familiar to the disciples. 
Because of their acquaintance with the workings of nature around them, they were able to watch a fig 
tree and determine when summer was near. He is saying that they should watch for events indicating 
that Jerusalem was about to be destroyed, and when they see those events take place, they should 
leave Jerusalem. He further explains that the generation of people who were alive at that time would 
still be alive at the destruction of Jerusalem. This would mean that the destruction of Jerusalem would 
occur sometime in their near future. This information should have been very helpful in reading the 
signs of the times and understanding when Jerusalem was about to be destroyed. However, this would 
not be the same time as the end of the world. He gives information concerning His second coming in 
the next section.

The Coming of the Son of Man 

In the next 4 verses, Jesus once again separates the destruction of Jerusalem from the end of time. He 
explained the signs of the coming of the destruction of Jerusalem in the previous 4 verses. In the 
following verses, He gives them information about His second coming. It is very important to notice 
the use of the word "But." It is the word that develops the contrast between the two event. In the 
previous verses, He has shown them that they can know when the destruction of Jerusalem will occur, 
"but" they cannot know when Jesus will return again.

Mat 24:36  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but 
My Father only. 

Mat 24:37  But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
Mat 24:38  For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 
Mat 24:39  and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will 

the coming of the Son of Man be. 

The contrast between the two events is established in verse 36. He has just explained that they would 
be able to read the signs of the times and know when Jerusalem was about to be destroyed. Then verse 
36 says, "But of that hour and day knoweth no man." They could know when Jerusalem would be 
destroyed; however, they could not know when Christ would return. The main point is that He would 
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definitely return, but it would be at some time other than at the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Jesus states that no one can know the time of His second coming. Only God knows that. However, He 
does proceed to explain the general condition of this world at His second coming. He uses the time of 
Noah as an example of what the world will be like when He returns. He says that the people of this 
earth will be acting like the people during the days of Noah. They will be concentrating on the things of 
this present life. They will be unconcerned about the things of the Lord. No one listened to Noah as he 
preached while building the ark. Jesus seems to be saying that a similar condition will exist once again 
shortly before He comes the second time. The people of this world will have no interest in the 
teachings of the gospel, and God will not be a part of their lives. When the world degrades to a 
situation like this, Jesus will return the second time to take those who are faithful home with Him 
forever. Again, this is similar to events during the days of Noah. Only those faithful to God were in the 
ark. The ark took Noah and his family across the flood to safety on the other side. The church is our 
spiritual ark that will take us safely across the fire at the end of time to our home in heaven. 

In the drawing below, we have added the time of the destruction of Jerusalem. Notice that it is only 
one of many catastrophic events that will take place during the Christian dispensation. We should not 
believe that Christ will return during any of these events.
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Conclusion

As the disciples were showing Jesus the magnificent temple located in Jerusalem, He shocked them by 
announcing that it would be completely destroyed. In their astonishment they proceeded to ask him 
questions concerning that destruction. Because of the type of questions they asked, Jesus knew that 
they were associating the destruction of the temple with His second coming. Jesus wanted to make 
absolutely sure that His disciples would not be deceived if someone were to claim that He came at the 
same time the temple was destroyed. He also did not want them believing that He had come a second 
time during some other major happening on this earth. Therefore, He proceeds to separate the 
destruction of Jerusalem from the end of the world for his disciples. He explains that His second 
coming will not be the same event as the destruction of Jerusalem. He also explains that many major 
events must take place before He returns the second time, and that the disciples should not associate 
His coming with any of those events. He further explains that there will be absolutely no mistaking his 
second coming. It will be an event unlike any event that has ever taken place on this earth, and 
everyone will recognize what is happening. It will be as lightning that shines from the east to the west. 
His second coming will take place immediately after the tribulations of the gospel age. This proves that 
there will be no 1000 year reign or any other period of time between the end of the world and His 
second coming. The end of the world will take place simultaneously with His second coming.

Also, the disciples were told that they should be able to read the signs of the times and determine when 
the destruction of Jerusalem was about to take place; however, He explains that no man will know 
when the Lord is coming the second time. He told them that Jerusalem would be destroyed during the 
lifetime of the generation of people living at that particular time, but He gives no information about 
the timing of His second coming. The only information given is that the world will be in a situation 
similar to the days of Noah. 

Matthew chapter 24 is a marvelous chapter that gives us much information concerning the Christian 
dispensation in which we live. We must constantly be prepared for Jesus' second coming; however, we 
must not associate His coming with any major event that takes place on this earth. We are not to 
believe anyone who claims that Christ has returned or believe any predictions made about His return. 
We certainly must not follow someone claiming to be the Christ, or to be someone sent by Him. We 
must put our faith and trust in Scripture and rely on what Jesus has told us concerning His second 
coming.
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