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In the New King James Version of the Bible, the words "heavenly places" are used five times in the 
book of Ephesians.  In each of these verses, the word "places" is not in the original text. It was added 
for clarity by the translators. Other versions of the Bible use terms such as "heavenly realm" or 
"heavenlies." In this booklet, we will follow our chosen NKJV translation and use the term "heavenly 
places." The first of these five passages in Ephesians is Eph. 1:3, which reads as follows: 

Eph 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

The International Standard Version translates the verse as:

Eph 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm, 

The Literal Translation of the Holy Bible renders the verse as:

Eph 1:3  Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies with Christ, 

Most commentators in our brotherhood agree that the term "heavenly places" has reference to the 
church in some way. There also seems to be some question as to exactly how and why this particular 
term is used. It is our intent in this booklet to provide a discussion of "heavenly places," as well as 
other terms that have similar meanings, with the hopes of determining exactly why this phrase is used. 
The above verse will be discussed later in this booklet. However, for now let us begin by laying a 
Biblical foundation for the study of "heavenly places."

Physical / Spiritual

From the beginning of the restoration movement, Bible scholars have realized the necessity of word 
study in order to understand the Bible. Serious Bible students seek to know the exact definition of 
words in the original languages in order to make proper interpretations. We are indebted to those who 
know the Greek and Hebrew languages in order to find the exact meaning of words. Those of us who 
do not know those languages must rely on those who have that knowledge. This knowledge and 
understanding of each and every word in the Bible is extremely important. Yet, there is more to 
understanding God's Word than just knowing the meaning of every word. Many times we must 
understand the comparisons or contrasts being made in order to understand the exact meanings of 
certain words and statements. The main comparison or contrast that is employed in scripture is 
between things that are physical in nature and things that are spiritual. There are many times in the 
Bible where we are taught about spiritual things by comparing them with physical things that we know 
and understand. We know that Jesus taught in parables by using common, physical events in order to 
teach spiritual lessons. We also understand that certain physical structures, such as Noah's ark and the 
tabernacle built by Moses, were constructed in order to teach us about the church today. Although we 
understand some of these physical/spiritual comparisons, we believe there are many more 
comparisons or contrasts that we need to study. By exploring several of these physical/spiritual 
comparisons, we will attempt to determine the exact meaning of "heavenly places."
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Things Seen / Things Unseen

As we begin to study how this concept of physical/spiritual comparisons and contrasts can be used to 
better understand Scripture, let us look at 2Cor. 4:18.
 

2Cor 4:18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. 

At first reading, this verse seems to be telling us to do the impossible. We are told not to look at the 
things that we can see, but rather to look at things that we cannot see. How can we possibly look at 
things we cannot see and avoid looking at things we can see? The answer to this question lies in the 
definition of "things seen" and "things not seen." This verse defines the "things seen" as things that are 
temporal in nature. Temporal means temporary. Therefore, the things we can see with our eyes are 
those things of this world around us that are temporary. They will all come to an end. They are 
physical in nature and exist only in this physical realm in which we live. This world and everything in it 
will one day cease to exist; therefore, we are told not to look at those things. However, we are told to 
look at things that we cannot see with our physical eyes because they are eternal. This is speaking of 
spiritual things that exist in a spiritual realm. Only those things that are spiritual will exist forever. 
Therefore, with our hearts and minds we are to look at things that we cannot see with our physical 
eyes. We are to look at those things that are spiritual and eternal. The above verse shows us that both a 
physical realm and spiritual realm exist today. As Christians we are to put our trust in things in the 
spiritual realm. 

This physical/spiritual contrast of "things seen/things unseen" helps us better understand some Bible 
passages. For example, we often use Heb 11:1, to help us understand faith. It states:

Heb 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

Our faith is our confidence and assurance of things that exist in the spiritual realm. It is the evidence 
of things we cannot see. Our faith is our evidence of spiritual things that exist today. These are the 
things that we as Christians must set our hearts and minds upon, not the physical things of this 
temporal world.

There are several terms in the Bible that employ this physical/spiritual contrast. As we study some of 
these contrasts, keep in mind that physical things are those things we can see with our eyes and are 
temporary, while spiritual things are those things we cannot see with our eyes and are eternal.

Visible / Invisible

The terms visible and invisible obviously have the same meanings as seen and unseen. However, in 
order to understand more about spiritual things, there are passages that we need to discuss that use 
these terms. Please read the following passages.

Col 1:15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
Col 1:16  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. 
All things were created through Him and for Him. 

Joh 6:46  Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is from God; He has seen 
the Father. 
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1Ti 1:17  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen.

 
No one has seen God because God is invisible. Only Jesus has seen Him. Jesus has seen God because 
He came to this physical earth from the spiritual realm. God dwells in a spiritual realm that we cannot 
see or fully understand. He created the physical things of this universe for man. The only spiritual 
things that we can understand are those that have been revealed through God's word. 

According to the above verses, our God is an invisible God. Scientists sometime try to prove or 
disprove the existence of God by using the physical laws of this universe. That is impossible! God is not 
subject to physical laws because He is an invisible spirit. He designed the physical laws that control the 
workings of this universe; however, He is not subject to them. Col 1:16 states that God created all 
things, both visible (physical) and invisible (spiritual). 

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 
the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 

This world and everything we can see was created by the spoken word of God. Therefore, the physical 
things that we can see were not made by using physical things. They were made by and from things 
that are invisible, or things that are spiritual in nature. Therefore, determining the origin of the 
universe by physical means is impossible. It was made from things that we cannot see.                 

It is very difficult for us as physical beings to comprehend things that are spiritual in nature. The fact 
is: we cannot understand them. We can only know about spiritual thing as they are related to us 
through God's word. However, the physical things of this world should prove to us the existence of 
spiritual things.

Rom 1:20  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 

The existence of our God should be clearly understood by physical things that He has made. Therefore, 
those who refuse to believe in the existence of God have no excuse. They are ignoring the obvious.

Temporal / Eternal

At this point we would like to repeat a verse used above in order to emphasize the physical/spiritual 
contrast of temporal and eternal.

2Co 4:18  while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are 
not seen are eternal. 

Those things that are physical in nature are temporary. All physical things will someday come to an 
end. Those things that are spiritual in nature are eternal. We live in a physical world that will someday 
be destroyed by God. On the other hand, the spiritual things of God will never end. They are eternal. 
This is why our physical minds have such difficulty in understanding eternity. Everything in our 
physical realm is designed to end. Therefore, it is very difficult for us to understand things that are 
eternal. We must accept that by faith. The spiritual realm of God is eternal. Once the physical things of 
this world have ended, Christians will live with God in a spiritual realm in a spiritual body. If we follow 
the ways of God in this physical life, we will live with Him eternally as spiritual beings. 
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Earthly / Heavenly

Another physical/spiritual contrast used in Scripture is earthly/heavenly. The things of this earth are 
physical and temporal. However, heavenly things are spiritual and eternal. Jesus uses this contrast as 
he speaks to Nicodemus in Joh 3:1-21. In the following portion of that passage, Jesus is explaining 
things of a spiritual nature to Nicodemus by comparing them to physical things he should understand.

Joh 3:5  Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

Joh 3:6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 

Joh 3:7  Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 

As Jesus continues His conversation with Nicodemus, it becomes clear that, even though he is a 
teacher in Israel, he does not understand the teaching of Jesus. In verse 9, Nicodemus asks Jesus the 
following question.

Joh 3:9  Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?" 

Then, Jesus makes the following statement to him.

Joh 3:12  If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 

Jesus tells him that if he is not capable of understanding earthly things, it would be impossible for him 
to understand "heavenly things." Jesus had been making the comparison of physical birth to being 
born again spiritually. Therefore, "heavenly things" is simply another way of describing things that are 
spiritual in nature. To be born again is a "spiritual" or "heavenly" matter. All through the Bible, 
physical things are used to explain things that are spiritual. That is the only way we can possibly 
understand spiritual things. Therefore, it becomes very important to recognize that the phrase 
"heavenly things" is referring to things that are "spiritual." God explains "heavenly things" to us by 
comparing them with "earthly things" that we understand.

In Col 1:16, we see two of the physical/spiritual contrasts we have discussed used in the same verse.

Col 1:16  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. 
All things were created through Him and for Him. 

In this verse, "things on earth" are described as things that are visible, and "things in heaven" are 
described as things that are invisible. There is no difference in saying "heavenly things" and "things in 
heaven." Both phrases refer to things in the spiritual realm. Therefore, in our study it becomes very 
important to recognize that the phrase "things in heaven" is also a term used to describe "spiritual" 
things. "Earth" and "heaven" are physical/spiritual contrasts. 

The term "heaven" can certainly be used as a reference to our eternal home with God, as in the 
following verse.

1Pe 1:4  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 
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The term "heavens" is sometimes used to describe the sky and celestial bodies that we can see above 
the earth.

Eph 4:10  He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that 
He might fill all things.) 

The concept that we need to understand at this time is that the term "heaven" can also be used to 
signify things that are "spiritual" in nature. This helps us understand such things as why Jesus 
described the church in the parables as the "kingdom of heaven." The church is a "spiritual" kingdom. 
It exists in the "spiritual" realm called "heaven." 

Therefore, if we put all the physical/spiritual contrast together that we have studied to this point, it 
would show that "physical things" are: 1) visible, 2) temporal and 3) earthly. However, "spiritual 
things" are: 1) invisible, 2) eternal and 3) heavenly. These physical/spiritual contrasts and 
comparisons help us understand the meaning of "heavenly places." 

Heavenly Places

As we begin this section, we must remember that the church is a "spiritual" institution. It is the 
spiritual place where Christians dwell with God. Man has two parts to his total being... body and soul. 
We can see the physical part of man. However, we cannot see the spiritual part of man, which is our 
soul. Since "heavenly" is the contrast of "earthly," the "heavenly places" must refer to things in the 
spiritual realm. How this relates to the church will be discussed below.

Let us now examine four verses that deal with "heavenly places."

Eph 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

The apostle Paul states in this verse that God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the "heavenly 
places." Christians do not receive spiritual blessings in earthly places. We receive spiritual blessings in 
our spiritual institution built by Jesus, which is the church. The church is the "kingdom of heaven" and 
must exist in the "heavenly places," which is the spiritual realm of God.

That the "heavenly places" is the location of the church can also be shown from this same verse. We 
receive spiritual blessings in the heavenly places "in Christ." To be "in Christ" is to be in the church. 
The only people who receive spiritual blessings are those in the church. Gal 3:27 states the following. 

Gal 3:27  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

In order to become members of the church, we are baptized into Christ. That puts us in the church 
where we receive all spiritual blessings from God. We receive those spiritual blessings in "heavenly 
places." Therefore, the church is located in God's "heavenly place," or the spiritual realm. 

After Jesus completed His work on this earth, He ascended to His Throne in the spiritual realm and 
was seated on the right hand of God.

Heb 8:1  Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High 
Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
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Now, let's compare the statement made in  Eph 1:20 to the statement made in the above verse.

Eph 1:20  which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him 
at His right hand in the heavenly places, 

According to Heb 8:1, Christ is seated at the right hand of God in the "heavens." Eph 1:20 says that 
Jesus is seated in the "heavenly places." Therefore, the "heavens" and "heavenly places" both refer to 
the same place. They refer to the "spiritual realm" of God. Since the church is the "kingdom of heaven, 
then the Throne of God is in the church and Jesus is sitting at God's right hand in the "heavenly 
places." We speak of God as dwelling in the church, so somehow we must get away from the notion 
that God is dwelling in a place somewhere far away. God dwells with us and in us. He is an unseen, 
invisible, spiritual being who dwells with his people today. Think about it in this way. When Christ 
ascended to heaven, He didn't have to go far. He simply changed from this physical world to a spiritual 
world. We need to begin to understand that the spiritual realm of God exists all around us. God created 
this physical world for man; however, it has to exist within the spiritual realm of God.
 
God's throne is located in the church and Jesus is seated at His right hand. The church is the spiritual 
dwelling place of God today, and Jesus is seated with Him. As Christians we are the servants of God 
and are gathered around His Throne in the "heavenly places." 

That God dwells among us in the church can easily be understood by comparing the tabernacle built by 
Moses to the church. God dwelt in that physical tabernacle in Old Testament times. As God spoke to 
Moses, He gave him the following instruction.

Exo 25:8  And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 

Moses' tabernacle was a earthly tabernacle and contained the earthly sanctuary in which God lived 
among the people in Old Testament times. Also, see Heb 9:1.

Heb 9:1  Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the 
earthly sanctuary. 

An "earthly" sanctuary would be a physical sanctuary. It was the tabernacle built by Moses. This 
tabernacle in the Old Testament was a likeness of the church to be established by Jesus when He came 
to earth the first time.  God dwelt in the earthly tabernacle; however, today He dwells in a "spiritual" 
tabernacle, which is the church. The church is the true "spiritual" tabernacle of God today according to 
Heb 8:2.

Heb 8:2  a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, 
and not man. 

God dwelt in the "earthly" tabernacle built by Moses. This earthly tabernacle was a type or model of 
the church to come. God dwelt in that tabernacle in Old Testament times; however, He is dwelling in 
the "spiritual" tabernacle today, which is the church. Only God could erect a "spiritual" tabernacle. 
This spiritual tabernacle is the church that Jesus promised to build in Mat 16:18. 

Mat 16:18  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

This "true tabernacle" (church) that Jesus built is spiritual... not physical. The only person who could 
build something spiritual was Jesus. The tabernacle that Jesus built was a perfect spiritual tabernacle. 
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Heb 9:11  But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 

We must get away from the idea that the church is not perfect. The church that Jesus built is perfect in 
every way. Now, the people who enter the doors of a building to worship God are not perfect. We are 
all physical, human beings with our faults. However, the souls of those who have obeyed the gospel of 
Christ have been perfected by His blood. See Col 1:28 and Heb 10:14.

Col 1:28  Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that 
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

Heb 10:14  For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

Also in Heb 9:11, the writer of Hebrews states that this tabernacle was built without hands. It is not of 
this creation. It is not of this physical world that God created. It is spiritual. The physical tabernacle 
was a model of the spiritual "true tabernacle" that Jesus built. That is one reason why God was so 
emphatic when He instructed Moses to precisely follow the pattern that He had given him for building 
the tabernacle.

Heb 8:5  who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely 
instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "SEE THAT 
YOU MAKE ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN SHOWN YOU ON 
THE MOUNTAIN." 

It was absolutely necessary that Moses followed God's pattern of the tabernacle because it represented 
the church that Jesus would later establish. It was a shadow of "heavenly things," which is the church. 
The sacrifices offered in Moses' tabernacle were also models or patterns of things to come in the 
Christian age. Please notice in the following passage that "heavenly things" are also called "things in 
the heavens." 

Heb 9:22  And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without 
shedding of blood there is no remission. 

Heb 9:23  Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should 
be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these. 

Under the Law of Moses, almost all things were purified with the blood of animals. Blood has always 
been necessary for remission of sins. The "copies of the things in the heavens" in verse 23 is speaking 
of the physical tabernacle and sacrifices offered by the Levitical Priests. Now notice, the "things in the 
heavens" are purified with better sacrifices than the blood of animals. The "things in the heavens" are 
that same as the "heavenly things," and they are purified by the blood of Christ. Therefore, the 
"heavenly things" must be the church. Our souls are purified by the blood of Christ. The "heavenly 
things" are located in God's "heavenly place," which is the spiritual realm.

This spiritual, "heavenly place" is also the place where we sit with Christ today. 

Eph 2:6  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 

We sit with Jesus in the "heavenly places." Notice that this verse also uses the phrase "in Christ." When 
we become Christians, we sit with Christ in His church. This denotes a close relationship with God. 
When we sit together in our homes, we enjoy a close, comfortable, and secure relationship. When we 
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sit with Christ in the church, we are in a close relationship with Him. As Christians we must 
understand the intimacy of the relationship we have with God. He is not is some far away location. He 
totally surrounds His children in the church, which is located in the "heavenly places," or the spiritual 
realm.

At this time it might be very helpful to visualize a picture of the church in "heavenly places." Please 
choose any of the man-made items that were designed to represent the church such as: Moses's 
tabernacle; the temple, or maybe even the ark of Noah. Now, in your mind picture this building as the 
church, which is spiritual, invisible, and eternal. It is located in the spiritual realm. Now, picture the 
magnificent Throne of God as being in the center of the building you chose to represent the church, 
with Jesus seated at God's right hand. With this picture clearly in mind, picture yourself seated in front 
of God's Throne. This will define the relationship you have with God in the church. Now, add to your 
picture all those who have obeyed the gospel of Christ through baptism as being seated around God's 
Throne with you. This should give you a mental image of the church as it exists today with Christians 
seated around God's Throne. As Christians we are in the spiritual kingdom of God. We serve the 
Throne of God as we give our heart, souls and total being to Jesus Christ. 

Does anything or anyone else, except the church, dwell in "heavenly places?" Once we answer this 
question, we should have a better understanding of the spiritual realm. 

The following verse helps us to further define "heavenly places." 

Eph 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

As Christians our battle on this earth is not against flesh and blood. In other words, our war is not a 
physical war. Our battle is a spiritual battle against Satan and his spiritual host of wickedness who are 
also located in the "heavenly places." This does not mean that Satan is in the church. It means that he 
is also a spiritual being and that he dwells in the spiritual realm. Therefore, the "heavenly places" refer 
to the spiritual realm. It is the place that we cannot see with our physical eyes. The place where 
Christians dwell with God in the spiritual "heavenly places" is the church. Therefore, when the Bible 
speaks of "heavenly places" where God and His people are dwelling, it is speaking of the church. God 
dwells in the spiritual realm and His people dwell with Him in the church. 

Does Satan work in this world today? Absolutely. We seem to have no trouble understanding that 
Satan is an unseen spiritual being who is working in this world today. However, for some reason we 
tend to put God somewhere far away in time and space. If we can believe that Satan is working in this 
world today, how much more should we believe that God works in this world today? God is living with 
us constantly in the church, which is our spiritual "heavenly place."

We simply need to think about the church as being a location for God's people in the spiritual realm. It 
should be helpful for us to understand the church by thinking of it as a building built by God in the 
spiritual realm. It is where we sit with Jesus and serve the Throne of God. The church is our place of 
protection from Satan. Let us now look at some verses that may have more meaning by understanding 
that the church is a "heavenly place."

1) How many churches are there? 

Col 3:15  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in 
one body; and be thankful. 
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The church is also called the "body" of Christ. From the above verse, we understand that there 
is only one body or church. With a picture of the spiritual church in our minds, it becomes easy 
to understand that there is only one church. Jesus did not build more than one church in the 
"heavenly places."

2) How secure are we in the church?

Joh 10:29  my Father, who hath given to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 
pluck out of the hand of my Father; 

No man can take us away from God because we are under His protection in His "heavenly 
place," the church, built by Jesus. Satan is not allowed in that "heavenly place." Only God can 
remove us from the church. He will do that only if we cease to follow Him.

3) Can the Devil come into the presence of God today?
Joh 12:31  Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 
Joh 12:32  And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." 

This verse explains that Satan was cast out of the presence of God at the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. He can no longer go into the presence of God and accuse Christians of their sins. Our 
sins have been forgiven by the blood of Christ. Satan has been cast out. There is a passage in 
Revelation that speaks precisely of this event.

Rev 12:9  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, 
who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast 
out with him. 

Rev 12:10  Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser 
of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast 
down. 

Before the resurrection of our Lord, Satan could stand in the presence of God and accuse all 
people of sin. Everyone had sinned, and were therefore under the influence of Satan. Their 
destiny would have been eternity with the Devil, if it were not for the sacrifice of Jesus on the 
cross. When Jesus made the great sacrifice, the sins of those who followed God under the Law 
of Moses were forgiven. He also made forgiveness possible for us today through the gospel. 
Satan was cast out of the presence of God. He can no longer stand before God and accuse His 
people of sin. They have been forgiven. As stated in Rev 12:10, because of the sacrifice of Christ, 
salvation, strength, the kingdom of God, and the power of Christ have all come, and Satan has 
been cast down.

This very scenario is described in Job chapter 1. At that time, Satan was standing in the 
presence of God and making the accusation that no one on the earth was following God. The 
Lord then tells Satan to consider his servant Job. The point we need to make at this time is that 
Satan can no longer do that. He has been cast out of God's "heavenly place." 

4) Does Satan have any effect on our lives today?

 1Jn 5:19  We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one. 
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Satan is absolutely alive and working in this world today. Notice in the above verse in 
Revelation, Satan was cast out of "heaven" and down to the "earth." Christians are the people of 
God and live in a "heavenly place," but those who do not follow God are under the sway of the 
Devil. He affects the lives of Christians today by putting all manner of temptations in front of 
us in an attempt to pry us away from God. That is the "spiritual" battle that Christians fight 
today. Satan cannot take us from God. The only thing he can do is entice us to leave Him. 
Again, this very battle is pictured in Revelation.

Rev 12:17  And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest 
of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 

In this passage the woman represents the church. Satan is busy in the world today making war 
against Christians... those who keep the commandments of God. We win that war by avoiding 
the temptations of Satan and keeping ourselves in the presence of God. This is the place where 
Satan cannot harm, or even accuse Christians of sin. He has been cast down.

5) How do we overcome the temptations of Satan in our lives?

1Jn 5:4  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith. 

We overcome Satan in our lives through our faith in God. If we remain faithful to God 
throughout our lives, we are under God's protection and promised an eternal home with Him.

Mount Sinai/Mount Zion

Next, let's take a look at how this physical/spiritual contrast of earthly/heavenly can be used to give us 
a more complete understanding of other passages. In Heb 12:18-24, the writer of Hebrews employs a 
physical/spiritual contrast between Mount Sinai and Mount Zion. Mount Sinai was the physical, 
visible, earthly mountain where Moses received the Ten Commandments for the children of Israel. 
Mount Zion is the spiritual, invisible, heavenly mountain where Jesus gave mankind His law... the 
gospel. These two mountains represent these two laws. Please read Heb 12:18-21.

Heb 12:18  For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned 
with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 

Heb 12:19  And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that 
heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more: 

Heb 12:20  (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a 
beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 

Heb 12:21  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:) 

This is a description of Mount Sinai during the time Moses received the Ten Commandments. This was 
the "earthly" mountain that literally existed on this earth and was the place where God gave the Law of 
Moses. It is physical and temporal in nature. Now, the spiritual contrast of this "earthly" mountain is 
used in verse 22 as it states:

Heb 12:22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, 

Heb 12:23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in 
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 
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Heb 12:24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

The spiritual contrast to Mount Sinai is Mount Zion. Verse 18 says we are not come unto Mount Sinai; 
however, verse 22 states that we are come unto Mount Zion. Today, we do not come unto a physical 
mountain, but rather, to a spiritual mountain. This spiritual mountain, Mount Zion, represents the 
church. That is exactly how it is defined in verse 23. The church is the "general assembly and church of 
the firstborn." Therefore, Mount Zion is a symbolic description of the church. This shows that we are 
no longer under the Law of Moses, which was given on Mount Sinai. Today, we are under the Law of 
Christ given on spiritual Mount Zion. This understanding of Mount Zion helps us understand many of 
the prophecies in the Old Testament concerning Mount Zion and the coming of the church. However, 
it is not within the scope of this article to consider those matters. The important point that we need to 
emphasize at this time is that in Heb 12:22, Mount Zion is also called the "heavenly Jerusalem." 

Heavenly Jerusalem

Understanding the physical/spiritual contrast of earthly/heavenly helps us understand the contrast of 
Mount Sinai/Mount Zion. It also helps us understand what is meant by the "heavenly Jerusalem." In 
verse 22, Mount Zion is called the "heavenly Jerusalem." Since Mount Zion is symbolic of the church, 
and it is called the "heavenly Jerusalem," then the "heavenly Jerusalem" must symbolize the church. 
Since it is called "heavenly," it must be located in the spiritual realm or the "heavenly places." 
Therefore, it is a "spiritual" Jerusalem. It is the "kingdom of heaven."

By using the physical/spiritual contrast, we can easily determine that the church is being compared to 
the Old Testament physical city of Jerusalem. In Old Testament times, Jerusalem was the capital city 
of Israel and the center of worship. It is called the Holy City in Matt 4:5. The Jews gathered at 
Jerusalem three times each year in order to observe three special feast days... Passover, Pentecost and 
Tabernacles. The old physical city of Jerusalem was much more than just the capital of Israel. It was a 
physical representation of a spiritual city to come. It represented the spiritual or "heavenly Jerusalem" 
to come, which is the church. The church is the holy city of God today. It is the Christian's place of 
worship. All those who have put on Christ to become Christians are gathered into the "heavenly 
Jerusalem." Once again, the church is a spiritual institution. It is the spiritual holy city of God... the 
"heavenly Jerusalem."

If we look at all the physical/spiritual comparisons made to this point, we see that the church is: 1) 
spiritual, 2) invisible, 3) heavenly, and 4) eternal. The physical contrast of this would be as follows. 
The church is not: 1) physical, 2) visible, 3) earthly, or 4) temporal. This is summed up in 2Co 5:1.

2Co 5:1  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

In the above statement, the apostle Paul is reassuring Christians that if the physical body in which we 
presently live is destroyed, we have something much better. We also have a building from God in 
which we live. It is a spiritual building not made with hands. It is eternal in the heavens, or a "heavenly 
place." This building not made with hands is the "heavenly Jerusalem," which is the church.

In 1Co 15:48, Christians are called "heavenly." 

1Co 15:47  The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from 
heaven. 
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1Co 15:48  As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the 
heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 

1Co 15:49  And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly Man. 

In verse 47, the first man of the earth was Adam, and he was made of dust. The second Man is the Lord 
from heaven. Verse 48 employs the physical/spiritual contrast. Adam was made of dust and died. All 
those born after Adam are physical in nature and and will also die. However, Jesus is a heavenly Man. 
He is spiritual in nature. Those who are like Christ (Christians) are "heavenly." Today we bear the 
image of the earthly man; however, after we leave this physical body, we will bear the image of the 
heavenly man. Our souls are eternal. This physical body will perish, but our souls will live forever. We 
are the spiritual (heavenly) people of God. Our city is the spiritual "heavenly Jerusalem." 

Our souls have passed from death to life; therefore, we will live forever. We are spiritual, "heavenly" 
beings. Our souls will live eternally, if we continue to follow God all of our lives.

Joh 5:24  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who 
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed 
from death into life. 

However, those who have not heard the words of Jesus will end in destruction because they have put 
their trust in earthly things.

Php 3:19  whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their 
shame — who set their mind on earthly things. 

As Christians we must understand that we are spiritual, "heavenly" beings living in the "heavenly 
Jerusalem" We dwell in the "heavenly places" where we sit with Christ around His Throne.

Below / Above

The terms "below" and "above" are sometimes used in scripture as a physical/spiritual contrast. Please 
read the following passage.

Gal 4:22  For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the 
other by a freewoman. 

Gal 4:23  But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of 
the freewoman through promise, 

Gal 4:24  which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from 
Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar—

Gal 4:25  for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which 
now is, and is in bondage with her children—

Gal 4:26  but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

In the above passage, we see the contrast of Mount Sinai and Mount Zion. Mount Sinai is the physical 
mountain and Mount Zion is the spiritual mountain. In this passage, these two mountains are used as 
representations of the two covenants. The Law of Moses was given to the people of Israel by God on 
Mount Sinai. The Law of Christ was given to all men when Jesus came to earth the first time, on 
spiritual Mount Zion. From the allegorical use of these two mountains, it is easy to see that each of the 
mountains refers to a specific "Jerusalem." Mount Sinai represents the "old," physical city of 
Jerusalem where the Jews worshiped under the Law of Moses. Mount Zion represents the "new" city of 
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Jerusalem, which is the church. Today, as Christians we live in the "heavenly Jerusalem" or the "new 
Jerusalem." 

The above passage also states that those who seek to follow God through keeping the ordinances of the 
Law of Moses are in "spiritual" bondage. This is evident from Gal 4:9-10.

Gal 4:9  But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that 
you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be 
in bondage? 

Gal 4:10  You observe days and months and seasons and years.
 
The apostle Paul is explaining that those who go back to observing the special days and months of the 
old Law of Moses are once again going back into bondage. This means that they would be in "spiritual" 
bondage because that law did not provide for the forgiveness of sins. This is explained in Joh 8:32-34.

Joh 8:32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
Joh 8:33  They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in 

bondage to anyone. How can You say, 'You will be made free'?" 
Joh 8:34  Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a 

slave of sin. 

This passage explains that those who commit sin are slaves of sin or in bondage to sin. Man's sins 
could not be forgiven under the Law of Moses. This is explained in Heb 10:4.

Heb 10:4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 

Since the Law of Moses did not provide for the forgiveness of sin, those attempting to follow God today 
under that law are in "spiritual" bondage. They are attempting to live in the "old" Jerusalem and follow 
the laws given on Mount Sinai. We must live in the "new Jerusalem" in order to have forgiveness of 
sin. This is the "Jerusalem above" in Gal 4:26.

Gal 4:26  but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

In this passage we have a reference to the "Jerusalem above." There is no difference in saying the 
"heavenly Jerusalem" and "Jerusalem above." Things that are "above" are "heavenly." They are 
spiritual. Things that are "below" or "beneath" are physical. The verse also says that the "Jerusalem 
above" is free. Those in the "Jerusalem above" are free from sin, not free to do as we please. Therefore, 
"Mount Zion," the "heavenly Jerusalem," and the "Jerusalem above" all represent the spiritual church. 
That is where we are "free" from sin. That was stated in Joh 8:32.

Joh 8:32  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

The "truth" that was given to us by Jesus Christ will make man free from the bondage of sin. This is 
speaking of the gospel of Jesus. When we come unto Mount Zion, we are being obedient to the Law of 
Christ, which frees us from our sins. Mount Zion is also the "Jerusalem above." Therefore, the 
"Jerusalem above" is the same as the "heavenly Jerusalem." It is the "spiritual" Jerusalem... the 
church. It is a spiritual "heavenly place."

Let us now look at some other passages that use the physical/spiritual contrast of below/above. 

Joh 3:31  He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and 
speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
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In the context of this verse, John the Baptist is explaining that he is not the Christ. He says that Jesus 
was sent before him and that he must decrease and Jesus must increase. In this context, John the 
Baptist says that Jesus is from "above." John was an earthly being, but Jesus is a "spiritual" being from 
above. Jesus came from the "spiritual" realm above.

Another verse that uses the physical/spiritual contrast of below/above is Joh 8:23.

Joh 8:23  And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this 
world; I am not of this world. 

In this passage, Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees and has told them that He is going to a place where 
they cannot come. They discussed among themselves if Jesus was going to commit suicide because 
they thought they could go anywhere He could go on this earth. They thought that the only place where 
they could not follow Him was the grave. Jesus then uses the physical/spiritual contrast of 
below/above as He answers them. He tells them that they are from "beneath." This means that they 
were of this "physical" world. Jesus then explains that He is from "above." He is from the "spiritual" 
world. He was not from this "physical" world. This explains the statement that Jesus had just made to 
them in Joh 8:21.

Joh 8:21  Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will 
die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come." 

Jesus said they would die in their sins. This would prevent them from going where Jesus was going. He 
was going to the spiritual realm. Anyone who dies in their sins will not be in the "heavenly Jerusalem." 
They never became a part of the church, and they will never live with God in the spiritual realm. This is 
why Paul made the following statement to the church at Colosse.

Col 3:1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

Col 3:2  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 

We are raised with Christ through our baptism. Paul exhorts us to seek those things that are above. We 
are to seek after "spiritual" things, not the "physical" things of this present world. We are to set our 
minds on things "above." This is in contrast to things "below," or the "physical" things of this earth. 

Notice also that Christ is sitting at the right hand of God in places that are "above." Christ is sitting on 
the Throne of God in the spiritual, "heavenly places" that are "above." This is once again a reference to 
the church. This corresponds to the statement the apostle Paul made in Eph 2:6.

Eph 2:6  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 

Jesus has ascended "above" to his Throne in the spiritual realm, or the "heavenly places." He has 
ascended to the "heavenly Jerusalem," which is His spiritual kingdom... the church. Today, in the 
church we sit with Christ in the "heavenly Jerusalem" in the "heavenly places."
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With Hands / Without Hands

Although there are several more comparisons we could make, we would like to bring our discussion of 
"heavenly places" to a conclusion with one last physical/spiritual comparison. There are several places 
in Scripture where the phrases "with hands" or "without hands" are used to determine whether 
something is physical or spiritual. For anything to be made with hands means that it is physical in 
nature. They are made by man with the use of his hands. If something is made without hands, it is 
spiritual in nature. God does not use His hands to make physical things of this world. He speaks them 
into existence by His word. 

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 
the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 

Paul used this argument in Acts 19:26 to prove to people throughout Asia that their gods could not 
possibly be the true and living God.

Act 19:26  Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all 
Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are 
not gods which are made with hands. 

Those physical images and statues made by the hands of man could not possibly be man's God. 
Anything that is made is inferior to its maker. Since those images were made by man, they were 
inferior to man... not his God. 

God directed Moses to build a physical tabernacle in the wilderness. This tabernacle of Moses 
represented a much better tabernacle to come in the Christian age, which is the church. Since God 
built the church, it is spiritual in nature and not made with hands.

Heb 9:11  But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 

Jesus is our High Priest today, and He ministers or serves as the High Priest in our spiritual tabernacle 
not made with hands. Speaking of Jesus, Heb 8:2 states:

Heb 8:2  a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, 
and not man. 

Man could not build the "true tabernacle. It is spiritual and had to be built by Christ. This "true 
tabernacle" is the church that Jesus promised to build.

Mat 16:18  And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Jesus built His church. However, it was a spiritual church or tabernacle not made with hands. We 
must realize that Jesus is dwelling in this true tabernacle today. The temple where the Jews worshiped 
in Jerusalem symbolized the church in the same way as the tabernacle of Moses symbolized the 
church. The temple was simply larger and stationary. It contained the same items as the tabernacle. 
Therefore, the temple also represented the church. The temple in Jerusalem was a physical temple 
made by the hands of men. This is not where God dwells today. Please read the next two reference.

Act 17:24  God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 
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Act 7:48  "However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the 
prophet says: 

God dwells in the spiritual tabernacle not made with hands. He dwells in the church. We dwell in that 
same spiritual tabernacle or temple today, which was not made with hands.

2Co 5:1  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

The church is the spiritual building built by God without hands. It is eternal. This is where we sit with 
Christ today in the "heavenly places."

Eph 2:6  and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 

The prophet Daniel prophesied that the church would be made without hands.

Dan 2:34  You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image 
on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 

Dan 2:45  Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the 
gold—the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. 
The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure." 

This great stone that was cut out of the mountain "without hands" was a prophecy of the church being 
built without hands. It broke into pieces the kingdoms of this physical world and became the strongest 
kingdom on earth. It is the Kingdom of Christ... the church. Christians also enter this church without 
hands.

Col 2:11  In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 
by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 

Under the Law of Moses, every male child was circumcised when he was eight days old. This was a sign 
of the covenant that God made with Abraham. It was a physical circumcision. Today, Christians are 
circumcised without hands. It is a spiritual circumcision. When we are baptized into Christ, we put off 
the sins of the flesh. We undergo a spiritual circumcision by Christ. The Lord then adds us to His 
church. No man can place us in the church. Only God can do that. We enter our "heavenly Jerusalem" 
without hands.

Heavenly Gift

The greatest gift that has ever been given to man was Jesus Christ. 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

In Romans chapter 5, a comparison is made between Adam and Jesus. Adam sinned in the Garden of 
Eden and brought condemnation to all men. On the other hand, Jesus came to this world and brought 
the possibility of salvation to all men. Through the righteous act of Jesus' death on the cross, He gave a 
free gift to all men. He gave mankind a way of being made righteous, or obtaining salvation from our 
sins.
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Rom 5:18  Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 
condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, 
resulting in justification of life. 

Rom 5:19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's 
obedience many will be made righteous. 

Jesus has called all men to follow Him and obtain the righteousness He has offered. He called us 
through the gospel.

2Th 2:14  to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The gospel is our "heavenly calling." 

Heb 3:1  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 

When we obey the gospel of Christ, we are partaking of our "heavenly calling." Our physical bodies will 
perish. However, our souls (the spiritual part of man) have the opportunity of living forever in the 
presence of God. We obtain righteousness by being obedient to the gospel of Christ, our "heavenly 
calling." Our obedience to the gospel places us in the church, or the "heavenly Jerusalem." Our souls 
will then live forever, if we continue to follow Him all our lives. We become partakers of our "heavenly 
gift" by obedience to the gospel. 

Heb 6:4b  ... and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,

God gave His Son to die on the cross. Jesus was the "heavenly gift" to all mankind. Jesus then gave the 
gospel through the Holy Spirit whereby man can be saved. Those who obey the gospel have citizenship 
in heaven. We are citizens of our "heavenly Jerusalem."

Php 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ,

Jesus was our "heavenly gift." The gospel is our "heavenly calling." If we obey our "heavenly calling," 
we partake of the "heavenly gift," and sit with Christ in the "heavenly places" in our "heavenly 
Jerusalem." Our citizenship is in heaven, and this is where we receive all spiritual gifts. 

The Church Eternal in the Heavens

The church is eternal in the heavens. It is located in the "heavenly places" of God. It is unseen, 
invisible, eternal and heavenly. 

2Co 5:1  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

We often speak of the church as being eternal, but do we really understand what we are saying? If the 
church is eternal, then it will never cease to exist. It is our eternal, spiritual dwelling place. Our 
spiritual life in the church begins with our baptism and will last forever. The church is located in the 
heavens. "Heavens" is speaking of things that are in the spiritual realm, which cannot be seen. They 
are invisible; however, they exist today. This is where we dwell with God as Christian's today. 
Christians really dwells in two places. We live in a physical body in this physical world, but we also 
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dwell in God's "heavenly places" located in the spiritual realm. This should be the Christians first place 
of citizenship. See Php 3:20.

Php 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Our spiritual citizenship is in heaven. We also eagerly wait for Jesus' return when we will be with him 
in a spiritual form. We must remember that the church is eternal (2 Co 5:1). It will never cease to exist. 
It is the spiritual dwelling place of God and his people forever. When Jesus comes again, Christians 
will be taken to that spiritual realm where we will be like Him in a spiritual form.

1Jn 3:2  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 
shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. 

We cannot see God today because we live in a physical world. However, at that time we will be able to 
see Him because we will be like Him. We will be spiritual beings. As physical beings today, we cannot 
even begin to imagine what that will be like. However, by faith we believe it will be magnificent beyond 
our imagination. 

The church is:
1) Spiritual - 1Pe 2:5
2) Unseen - 2Cor 4:18
3) Invisible - Lk 17:20-21
4) Heavenly - Mt 16:19
5) Eternal - 2Cor 5:1

The church is our spiritual, heavenly place. As Christians we are residents of that "heavenly place." We 
enter that heavenly place by being obedient to the commands of God. We serve the Throne of God in 
His everlasting kingdom. It is a kingdom that will never end. It is eternal in the heavens. Hopefully, the 
following summary of Christians dwelling in "heavenly places" will help us better understand our 
relationship with God.

➢ God gave the world the greatest gift ever known to man... Jesus Christ. (Jno 3:16)
➢ Jesus is our "heavenly gift." (Heb 6:4)
➢ God raised Jesus up to sit with Him in the "heavenly places." (Eph 1:20)
➢ Jesus built a "spiritual tabernacle" in which Christians reside. (Mt 16:18 & Heb 8:2)
➢ This "spiritual tabernacle" was not made with hands. (Heb 9:11)
➢ In order to enter the spiritual tabernacle, Christians answer a "heavenly calling." (Heb 3:1)
➢ When we answer the "heavenly calling," we partake of the "heavenly gift." (Heb 6:4)
➢ We are raised up to sit with Jesus around His Throne in the "heavenly places." (Eph 2:6)
➢ We live with Christ in the "heavenly Jerusalem." (Heb 12:22)
➢ Christians are citizens of "heaven." (Php 3:20)
➢ Christians are "heavenly" people. (1Cor 15:48)
➢ Christians are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the "heavenly places." (Eph 1:3)
➢ Christians will dwell forever with God in this "heavenly place." (2Cor 5:1)
➢ This "heavenly place" is unseen because it is spiritual (2 Cor 4:18)
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Final Thoughts

As physical beings, the only way we can possibly understand spiritual matters is by God giving us 
physical comparisons that we do understand. When God created man, He gave us a spiritual soul. Man 
sinned and broke his relationship with God, and God punished him by death. In order to make a way 
for man to come back into that close relationship, God gave Israel the Law of Moses. This law was to 
show man that he could not possibly save himself by keeping physical laws and ordinances. Then, God 
sent His Son to provide a spiritual kingdom for our souls... the church. We can now once again live in a 
close relationship with God in that spiritual kingdom in the "Heavenly Places." That spiritual kingdom 
is pictured for us in physical terms in Revelation chapters 21 and 22. We suggest that you read a full 
explanation of this in our book "Revelation for Christians Today." Below is a drawing of the church as 
pictured in these 2 chapters. It is described as the: 

1) "Heavenly Jerusalem" (Heb 12:22) 
2) "Bride of Christ" (Rev 21:9) 
3) "Jerusalem above" (Gal 4:26) 
4) "Holy Jerusalem" (Rev 21:10) 

All of these names represent the church. This is the Christian's 
spiritual dwelling place in the "heavenly places" or the spiritual 
realm. This is where Christians dwell with God today in His 
spiritual kingdom. As Christians we need to realize how close our 
relationship is to God. We live and walk with Him continually in 
His spiritual kingdom. Earlier in this booklet, we asked you to 
draw a mental picture of yourself in the the church, standing 
before the Throne of God. If we take the picture drawn for us in 
Revelation chapters 21 and 22 and put ourselves before the throne, it would look something like the 
picture below.  Mount Zion is another representation of the church. According to Micah 4:1-7, Christ 

reigns in Mount Zion forever. As Christians we have gathered 
around this spiritual mountain where Christ is reigning on His 
Throne. We have washed our robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb through our baptism. God has placed us in His 
church. Christians are the people of God. We live in that spiritual 
kingdom that Christ built 
for us. Once we 
understand this, it should 
help us have a better 
understanding of our 
relationship with God 
today in His church. 

At the end of time the church will take us across the fire to 
our home in heaven. This is in comparison to the ark taking 
Noah and his family across the water to safety. At that time, 
the church will be delivered up to God and we shall be like 
Him and see Him as He is. We will then be spiritual beings in 
God's spiritual realm.

This short booklet has by no means exhausted the study of 
how God used physical/spiritual contrasts and comparisons 
in order to describe things of a spiritual nature. As you read 
your Bible, I encourage you to watch closely for these 
contrasts. We truly believe it will give us all a better 
understanding of God's Word.
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