
Bondage in Egypt 

Let us now resume our study of the history of the nation of Israel during the time of Jacob.  He
had twelve sons of which Joseph was his favorite.  Joseph's brothers were very resentful and hated him
because of their father's favoritism.  They devised a plan to get rid of Joseph by convincing their father
that he was dead.  They accomplished this by soaking Joseph's coat of many colors
in blood and letting their father believe that a wild animal had killed him (Gen.
37:31-33).  Instead of killing him, the brothers sold him into slavery to a company
of Ishmaelites who were traveling by on their way to Egypt.  Joseph was then sold
to Potiphar who was an officer of Pharaoh and a captain of the guard (Gen. 37:31).
Joseph was a great man who followed God even in times of trials and temptations.
Because of  his  faithfulness,  God blessed him and showed him the meaning of
Pharaoh's dream.  Pharaoh recognized that God was with Joseph and made him
second ruler in the land of Egypt.  Because of a famine, Israel (Jacob) sent his sons to Egypt to buy
food. Joseph recognized his brothers, and they eventually brought their  entire family to Egypt and

settled in the land of Goshen.  From that time, the twelve
children of Israel grew to a great number in Egypt.  After
Joseph's death, a Pharaoh arose who did not remember
the  good  deeds  of  Joseph.   The  Hebrew  people  were
increasing  greatly  in  number,  and  Pharaoh  feared  that
they would become stronger than his people, so he made
slaves of them.  He sought to oppress them and keep their
numbers under control, but they continued to increase, so
Pharaoh oppressed them even harder.  He even decreed
that all  male Hebrew children should be killed at birth
(Exod.  1:22).   The  Israelites  now found themselves  in
bondage  as  slaves  in  Egypt.   They were  in  a  horrible
situation and needed someone to lead them out of Egypt
and away from this oppressive slavery.  God appeared to
Moses in a burning bush and informed him that he would
be the one to lead Israel out of bondage.

This period of time that Israel spent in physical bondage in Egypt is a likeness of the spiritual
bondage of mankind before Christ came to earth.  It is also the spiritual situation of anyone living today
who has  not  obeyed  the  gospel  of  Christ.   It  is  extremely important  to  understand  that  the  term
"bondage" is used many times in scripture to refer to the bondage of sin.  An example of this usage is
found in Heb. 2:14-15 which states,

Forasmuch  then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of  flesh  and  blood,  he  also  himself
likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all
their lifetime subject to bondage. 

These  verses  explain  that  through  his  blood,  Jesus  delivered  those  who  were  subject  to  bondage
throughout their lifetimes.  We know this cannot mean physical bondage because in John 8:33 the Jews
said, "We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man."  The Jews living at the time of
Christ had never been in physical bondage, but they were in spiritual bondage because Christ had not
died for their sins.  In this same context, John 8:32 says, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free."  The truth or gospel was going to make them free from the bondage of sin.  The
time Israel spent in bondage in Egypt was a physical likeness of this spiritual bondage of mankind.
The Israelites were in slavery in Egypt and needed someone to deliver them from that bondage.  Before



Christ came, the world was in spiritual bondage and needed someone to deliver them from the bondage
of sin.  Moses came to deliver Israel from Egypt, and Christ came to deliver mankind from sin.  For
this reason Moses was a likeness of the Christ to come.  He was a part of the pattern of the Christian
age.

The truth freed mankind from the bondage of sin.  The "truth" is the gospel and when one obeys
the gospel, he is made free from the bondage of sin.  This is prophesied in Isa. 61:1.  Speaking of the
coming of the Messiah, Isaiah says,

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.  

Christ  would  proclaim  liberty  to  the
captive and release those from prison who
were  bound  spiritually.   Christ  did  not
liberate those who were literally bound in
prison.   He  liberated  mankind  from  the
bondage of sin by coming to this earth and
shedding his blood.  The old Law of Moses
could not free man from his sins.  Under
the Law of Moses, the people made animal
sacrifices for their sins, but such sacrifices
could not take away the guilt of sin.  Their
sins  were  thus  remembered  again  every
year.  Concerning these sacrifices and their
ability to forgive sins, Heb. 10:3-4 says,

But  in  those  sacrifices  there  is  a
remembrance  again  made  of  sins
every year.   For it  is  not  possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins.

Speaking of Christ, Heb. 10:12 says, "But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever,
sat down on the right hand of God."  Christ offered one sacrifice for the sins of mankind forever.
Unlike the animal sacrifices which had to be offered again and again, Christ's sacrifice never had to be
repeated.  When Christ offered himself as that great sacrifice, he made a new covenant with the people
in which God would no longer remember their sins.  Speaking of this covenant, Heb. 10:16-17 states,

This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will
put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them: And their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more.   

The great blood sacrifice of Jesus on the cross freed mankind from the bondage of sin.
The gospel is the perfect law of liberty.  James 1:25 says,
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

This law of liberty also judges us.  James 2:12 states, "So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be
judged by the law of liberty."  The Law of Moses was a law that kept the people bound in their sins
because it did not provide a means for complete and everlasting forgiveness.  There had to be a new
law to accomplish that.  The gospel is a law of liberty which sets mankind free from sin.  We must
always keep in mind that the gospel is not a law of liberty that gives us the freedom to do as we please.
Rather, it is a law that liberates us from the guilt of sin.  The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from sin.
This is conditional on our part.  



1John 1:7 says,
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

The condition is walking in the light.  If we walk in the light, the blood of Jesus will cleanse us from
our sins.  To walk in the light is to follow the perfect law of liberty.  If we do that, we are then freed
from the bondage of sin.  Christ will lead us from spiritual bondage into the church where we are free
from sin.

This exact scenario of bondage in sin is used in Gal. 4:3-5.  It states,
Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world:
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons.

Verse 3 points out that the children (Israel) were in spiritual bondage "under the elements of the world"
(sin).  God then sent his Son to redeem those under the law (Moses' law).  Because of that, anyone can
now become a child of God.  We are then admonished to remain faithful in Gal. 4:9 as it states,

But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again
to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?

This verse warns us not to return to the bondage of sin after we have become children of God.  The
Galatians  were  returning to  the  ordinances  of  the  Law of  Moses,  which  placed them back in  the
bondage of sin.  If we leave the teachings of the gospel today and turn back to the ways of the world,
we are returning to the bondage of sin.

In the United States, we have abolished the practice of slavery.  We recognize the physical and
mental hardships this places upon a fellow human being.  We do not want to be slaves ourselves, and
we do not want to see other people in that situation.  We recognize the horrors of physical slavery; yet,
many people today seem to desire to be in a spiritual situation that compares to physical slavery.  No
more fearful spiritual situation exists than being in the bondage of sin.  The world needs to recognize
this situation, and we in the church need to show them how they can be delivered.  The Israelites
followed Moses, but the world today must follow Jesus Christ.


