
Crossing the Red Sea 

As we begin the discussion of the symbolism concerning the Red Sea, it is very important to
remember that the nation of Israel was symbolic of the true church to come.  This was discussed in the
prior  section  titled,  "The  Nation  of  Israel."   The  Israelite  people  were
symbolic of Christians today.   They were God's  chosen people and the
chosen people of God today are Christians.  As we study the great event of
the crossing of the Red Sea by the Israelites, let us keep in mind that these
people  literally  participated  in  a  marvelous  event,  which  symbolized  a
much  greater  spiritual  event  to  take  place  during  the  Christian
dispensation.  It symbolized an event in which each and every Christian
will participate in a spiritual sense.

The crossing of the Red Sea by the Hebrew people is one of the
most interesting and important patterns in the Bible.  As discussed in the
previous section, the Israelites needed to be delivered from the bondage of slavery in Egypt, and God

chose Moses to lead them out of that bondage.  He was
therefore a type of Jesus Christ who led mankind out of
the spiritual bondage of sin. God could have delivered the
Israelites out of Egypt in many ways, but he chose to have
them pass through the waters of the Red Sea.  Why he
choose this route?  The Red Sea was a literal,  physical
body of water that represented something of far greater
importance.  The Red Sea symbolizes the blood of Christ.
Even  the  name  "Red  Sea"  coincides  with  this  type  of
symbolism.  Red is the color of blood and is commonly
used to symbolize bloodshed.  So the Red Sea is symbolic
of  the  blood  of  Christ.   Just  as  the  Red  Sea  was  the
dividing line between bondage in Egypt and freedom in

the wilderness, the blood of Christ is the boundary between the bondage of
sin and spiritual freedom in the church.  The Red Sea could be crossed only
with  the help  of  God and only by those who trusted  in  God and were
willing to follow him.  The blood of Jesus is the Christian's Red Sea today.
It is the route we must take to escape the spiritual death of this world and
receive spiritual life in the church.  Only those who believe in God and are
willing to follow his commandments can cross this Red Sea.  Crossing the
literal  Red Sea was the path of deliverance of the Hebrew people from
Egyptian bondage.  Crossing the spiritual Red Sea of the blood of Christ is
the path of deliverance from the bondage of sin for all mankind during the
Christian dispensation.  When we cross the Red Sea of the blood of Christ,
we are leaving a place of spiritual bondage and entering a spiritual place on
this earth where God nourishes and protects his people.  We enter the church.

Jesus used this symbolism as he explained to his disciples that he came to deliver mankind from
the bondage of sin.  In Luke 4:18, Jesus, speaking of himself, quotes from the prophet Isaiah as he
states,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the  poor;  he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  brokenhearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.  

Notice the statements he made, "to preach deliverance to the captive," and "to set at liberty them that



are bruised."  We know Jesus fulfilled this prophecy because he says in verse 21, "This day is this
scripture fulfilled in your ears."  Jesus came to deliver the captives or set them at liberty.  In John 8:32,
Jesus tells us how he will set mankind at liberty.  He says, "Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall
make you free."  Jesus spoke the word of God, which is the truth.  John 12:49-50 says,

For  I  have  not  spoken  of  myself;  but  the  Father  which  sent  me,  he  gave  me  a
commandment,  what  I  should  say,  and what  I  should  speak.   And I  know that  his
commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said
unto me, so I speak.   

Jesus spoke the commandments given him by his Father in heaven.  These commandments are "life
everlasting."  They deliver us from the bondage of spiritual sin and death.

This exact symbolism is used in Rev. 7:13-14 as it states,
And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in
white robes? and whence came they?  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest.  And he
said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore are they before the
throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell among them.  

The great spiritual tribulation of mankind today is the bondage of sin.  When one is outside the will of
God, he is in bondage to the devil.  To be a slave of the devil is the most horrible spiritual situation in

which one can find himself because he is destined to spend all eternity in
hell.  Christ gave mankind an opportunity to be released from this great
tribulation  by creating  a  spiritual  Red  Sea  for  us  to  cross.   When  we
become obedient to the will of God and do his commandments, we are
crossing the spiritual Red Sea of the blood of Christ and moving from the
great tribulation of spiritual bondage to spiritual freedom.  To be released
from the bondage of sin or come out of spiritual tribulation is to cleanse
our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb.  Washing our
robes and making them white in the blood of the Lamb is symbolic of
cleansing our soul from sin.  In describing the sinful state of the children of
Israel, Isaiah likened them to wearing filthy rags (Isa. 64:6). The same is

true with us today.  If we are living a life in sin, our souls are clothed with filthy rags.  In order to
obtain forgiveness, we must wash these filthy rags and make them white in the blood of the Lamb.
After we wash our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb, we stand before the throne of
God and serve him day and night in his temple.  The temple is also symbolic of the church.  (This
concept will  be discussed later.)   Therefore crossing the Red Sea is  symbolic of moving from the
bondage of sin to the pure and sinless state of dwelling among God's people in the church.  This is a
sinless situation because the blood of Christ atones for our sins.  God forgives us because Christ made
the necessary sacrifice when he gave his blood for us.

When the Egyptians, who were not believers in God, attempted to cross the Red Sea, they were
destroyed.  This is also true today.  God will not allow those who oppose
him  to  cross  the  Red  Sea  of  the  blood  of  Christ.   In  the  Christian
dispensation, the Red Sea of the blood of Christ can only be crossed by
those who are seeking to follow God.  God determines who will enter the
church.  Acts 2:47b says, "And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved."  The only people who can enter the church are those
who have had their sins forgiven by the blood of Christ.  Again, speaking
of the church, Rev. 22:14-15 says,

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city.  For without are dogs, and sorcerers,



and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a
lie.   

Only those who do the commands of God can enter into the church.  All who are living a life of sin will
remain outside the church.

It is impossible for anything unclean to enter the church.  We must be cleansed of our sins in
order to enter the church. We accomplish this by following Christ across the Red Sea of his blood and

having our sins washed away.  We do this by submitting to the waters of
baptism.  In Acts 22:16, Ananias told Saul to "arise, and be baptised, and
wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord."  This is how we
contact the blood of Christ -- through the waters of baptism.  The Israelites
passed through the Red Sea in order to reach a place of physical freedom.
Today, mankind must pass through the waters of baptism to reach a place
of spiritual freedom.  The crossing of the Red Sea represents our baptism,
which is a cleansing of sin.  Only those who are baptized and cleansed of
their sins can enter the church.  It is impossible for anyone to enter in any
other way.  The Israelites went "down into the water."  God could have just
as easily let them walk on top of the water, but he did not do that.  The

people went down into the water, which symbolizes our immersion in the waters of baptism.  1Cor.
10:2 says that they were "all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea."  A cloud is also made up
of water, so the people were completely surrounded by water.  Nothing less than a total immersion in
water will meet the requirement God has set forth for man to pass out of the bondage of sin and into the
liberty of Christ.

God also provides protection for his people. Just as the Egyptian army was destroyed when they
attempted to cross the Red Sea, those who attempt to destroy the church today will themselves be
destroyed.  This is not to say that it is impossible for individuals or even congregations to fall away and
become unfaithful.  It means that the church will stand forever.  Heb. 12:27-28 states,

And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as
of  things  that  are  made,  that  those  things  which  cannot  be  shaken  may  remain.
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
 
The church is the one organization in this world that will last forever.

Nothing on this  earth  is  capable of  destroying it.   The  children  of  Israel
passed from the physical bondage in Egypt to freedom as God's people by
being  baptized  in  the  sea.   Today,  everyone  can  pass  from the  spiritual
bondage of sin to spiritual freedom by passing through the waters of baptism
where  they contact  the  blood of  Christ.   God will  then  add them to  the
greatest  organization  known to man.   They will  become members  of  the
church of our Lord.


