
Water from a Rock 

Many of the actual events in the lives of the Israelites had great symbolic meaning for the
church during the Christian dispensation.  Another of these events is recorded in Exodus chapter 17.
The children of Israel had traveled from the wilderness of Sin and were camped at Rephidim.  Since
there was again no water for them to drink, they began to murmur against Moses and accuse him of
killing them and their children with thirst.  Moses cried unto the Lord and asked what he should do.  In
verse 6, God said to Moses,

Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb and thou shalt smite the
rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink.  And Moses did so
in the sight of the elders of Israel.
As has been discussed before, water is a substance necessary

for all life to exist.  The Israelites were thirsty and needed water or
they would  die.   Since  God  is  the  fountain  of  waters  (Jer.  2:13),
Moses  spoke to  God and  asked him to  give  them water  (Exodus.
17:4).  When God told Moses to smite the rock, he did so and water
flowed  freely  from it.   This  event  is  symbolic  of  spiritual  events
taking place in the Christian dispensation.  The rock represents Jesus
who is our spiritual rock.  In 1Cor. 10:4 we read, "And did all drink
the same spiritual  drink:  for they drank of that spiritual  Rock that
followed them: and that Rock was Christ."  Jesus is the spiritual rock
of the church (Matt. 16:16-18).  He is the source of our spiritual water

today.  In John 4:14, Jesus told the woman
at  the  well  that  she  would  never  thirst
again  if  she drank of  the waters  that  he
would give her.  Many people in the world
today  are  crying  out  because  they  are
thirsty for the pure spiritual water of life.  Those who are outside the church
should be, and many are, thirsty for the spiritual water of salvation.  They
are living in a world of sin (wilderness) where there is no spiritual water to
drink.  They are thirsty for spiritual water just as the Israelites were thirsty
for physical water.  If they do not receive this spiritual water, they will die
spiritually and their souls will be lost eternally.  This spiritual water can be
found in  the  same symbolic  place  as  Moses  found the  literal  water  for

Israel.  It can be found in the spiritual Rock, which is Jesus.  Those spiritual waters are the words that
he spoke (John 12:48-50).  When one obeys the gospel, he is drinking of the spiritual water that flows
from Christ, our spiritual Rock.

Another important comparison to be made between this event in the lives of the children of
Israel and the church today is the fact that Moses smote the rock to bring forth water.  Our spiritual
Rock, Jesus, was also smitten in order to bring forth the spiritual water of life to the world today.  He
was beaten and scourged, then he was nailed to a cross to shed his blood for us.  He died the most cruel
death  imaginable.   He  was  truly  smitten  for  us  and  died  in  order  that  we  might  have  salvation.
Therefore, he became the author of our eternal salvation (Heb. 5:8-9).  He gave us the words whereby
we might be saved.  It is every person's responsibility to drink of the spiritual water by following the
commands given by Jesus Christ.  The words that he spoke will enable us to attain eternal spiritual life.

On another occasion, the children of Israel were camped at Kadesh.  Once again, there was no
water for the people to drink and they became thirsty.  This time God told Moses to speak to the rock so
that it would bring forth water (Num 20:7-12).  Moses disobeyed God and smote this rock as he had



done at Horeb.  Because Moses did this, God refused to let him enter the Promised Land.  Obviously,
God was not pleased with Moses because he disobeyed him, but there may have been other reasons
also.  Moses smote this  rock again as he had done at  Horeb instead of speaking to it  as God had
commanded. However, Jesus was smitten only once.  He died once for our sins and that was the perfect
sacrifice, which never had to be repeated (Heb. 9:25-26).  Unlike the situation under the Law of Moses
where blood sacrifices had to be offered each year, the blood of Christ was offered once for all time.
After the rock was smitten once by Moses at Horeb, he was then told to speak to the rock at Kadesh.
Today, God's people have had their sins forgiven because the Rock was smitten, and we now speak to
the Rock.  If Christians fall away or commit sin, we speak to the Rock to obtain forgiveness.  Christ
does not have to die again for our sins.  Once we have been cleansed by his blood and then fall because
of sin, we speak to the Rock, which once again enables us to drink of the spiritual water that flows from
that Rock.

Jesus was smitten once for us, but for us to smite the rock again would be to treat Jesus in a
manner completely unacceptable to God.  The analogy of smiting (crucifying) him again is used in
Heb. 6:6b, to describe those who turn from the things he has taught and return to a habit of sin.  It
states, "seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame."  If we
smite the Rock again, we are crucifying him again.  If we crucify him again, we are rejecting the
blessings of his actual crucifixion.  If we reject Christ, there is no sacrifice for
our sins.

Our spiritual Rock, Jesus, has been smitten once for us and we are not
to smite him again.  We are rather to speak to the Rock; but if we smite him
again, we will suffer the same consequences as Moses did.  We will not be
allowed to enter our Promised Land of heaven.  Let us, therefore, continually
speak to the Rock that was smitten for us in order that we may continually
drink of the spiritual water of life that flows freely from him.


