
John 21:6 - And He said to them, “Cast  the net
on the right side of the boat,  and you will find
some.” So they cast, and now they were not able
to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.

John 21:11 - Simon Peter went up and  dragged
the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and
fifty three; and although there were so many, the
net was not broken.

Why Did Jesus Catch 153 Fish?



Symbolic Meanings of Numbers

Some  numbers  in  Scripture  have  symbolic
meanings as well as numerical values. The way a
particular number was used in the Old Testament
caused  people  in  Biblical  times  to  associate
certain symbolic meanings with that number. We
also  use  some  numbers  as  symbols  in  our
language  today.  For  example,  the  number  13
carries with it the idea of being unlucky. For that
reason, many high-rise buildings do not have a

13th floor. The following is a brief study of some
numbers  used  in  Scripture  that  carry  symbolic
meanings. From this study it may be possible to
determine why the apostles caught 153 fish when
Jesus told them to cast their nets on the right side
of the boat. Is it possible that we were given that
number  for  a  reason,  or  was  it  just  a  piece  of
trivia put in the writings of the apostle John? 



Seven (7)

Understanding  that  the  number  7  carries  a
symbolic meaning is quite simple. In Matt. 18:21,
the disciples asked Jesus if  they should forgive
someone as many as seven times. Jesus answered
them by saying, “I do not say to you, up to seven
times, but up to seventy times seven.” 

We know that the statement made by Jesus does
not mean a literal seventy times seven,  or 490,
but  that  we  should  forgive  as  many  times  as
needed. Therefore, the number 7 carries with it
the idea of completeness. Since forgiveness is a
spiritual  matter,  it  more  specifically  carries  the
meaning of “spiritual completeness.”

Also, God created all things in 6 days and rested
on the  7th.  These seven days  were  a  complete
period of time. This is why God gave His people
a calendar with 7 days in a week and designated
the 7th day as a day of rest.



Three (3)

From  the  beginning,  the  number  3  has  been
associated with things of a “spiritual” nature. The
Godhead is  made up of 3 personalities  --  God,
Christ and the Holy Spirit. Now, think of all the
events in the life of Jesus that occurred in series
of 3’s: (1) Tempted 3 times, (2) Prayed 3 times in
the  garden,  (3)  Peter  denied  Him 3  times,  (4)

Crucified the 3rd hour, (5) Three were crucified,
(6) In the grave 3 days, (7) Length of his ministry
approximately 3 years, (8) Lived about 33 years.
We  are  sure  you  can  think  of  many  others;
however, this list should be enough to illustrate
the fact that many events in the life of Jesus took
place in series of 3's, or dealt in some way with
the number 3. 

Therefore, the number 3 was very  important in
the life of Jesus and carries with it the symbolic
idea of things that were “spiritual” in nature. 



Four (4)

Those things  associated with the  number  4  are
things  that  are  “physical”  in  nature.  They
symbolize  the  “physical”  things  of  this  present
world.  Statements  such  as,  “4  directions,”  “4
corners,” and “4 winds” are used to designate the
“physical”  characteristics  of  this  world.  2  Cor
4:18 says,  “while we do not look at  the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen.  For  the  things  which  are  seen  are
temporary, but the things which are not seen are
eternal.”  The  things  that  can  be  seen  are  the
“physical”  things  of  this  world,  and the  things
which  cannot  be  seen  are  “spiritual.”  The
physical things will pass away, but the spiritual
things  are  eternal.  The  “physical”  things  are
symbolized by the number 4, and the “spiritual”
things are symbolized by the number 3.



Ten (10)

Like  7,  10  is  another  number  that  deals  with
completeness;  however,  10 refers  to  things  that
are “physically” complete. For example, a person
who has all 10 fingers and 10 toes is  physically
complete. A Biblical illustration of this would be
the  10  plagues  sent  against  Egypt.  Those  10
“physical” plagues, which were sent to convince
Pharaoh  to  release  the  Hebrew  people  from
slavery,  was  a  complete  series  of  physical
hardships  that  God  sent  upon  the  Egyptians.
Pharaoh released the people after the 10 physical
plagues were completed.

God gave the Ten Commandments  to Moses on
Mount Sinai. These 10 commandments governed
the lives of the Israelite people.

Moses  divided  the  people  into  groups  of  10’s,
100’s and 1000’s in order to delegate judgment
responsibilities to them. 

10  is  the  number  that  symbolizes  “physical
completeness.”



Forty (40)

Once we understand the use of certain  numbers,
they can sometimes be used in multiples to define
an  event.  For  example,  if  we  multiply  the
“physical  number”  (4)  times  the  “physically
complete  number”  (10),  we  have  40.  Now,  we
have  a  number  that  defines  an  event  as  being
“physically complete.” 

Think of major events in the Bible that took place
in time periods numbered by 40. It rained for 40
days and 40 nights during the Great Flood, which
was  a  “complete  physical”  destruction  of  this
world.  The  children  of  Israel  wandered  in  the
wilderness for 40 years, which was a “complete
physical” period of trials and discipline for God's
chosen people.  Jesus fasted for 40 days,  which
was a “complete physical” test for Him.  



Many  numbers  could  be  discussed  that  have
symbolic  meanings.  However,  this  is   enough
information to give a reasonable explanation as to
why the apostles netted 153 fish when Jesus told
them to cast  their  nets  on the  right  side  of the
boat. Remember, this event took place after the
resurrection of Jesus, and it was the third time he
had appeared to them. John 21:14 says, “This is
now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His
disciples after He was raised from the dead.”

Again,  many of  the  events  in  the  life  of  Jesus
occurred in series of 3’s.  When he appeared to

the apostles for the 3rd time after his resurrection,
he performed this miracle. 

Now, we need to examine the number 153  and
see how it relates to the number 3.



One hundred fifty-three (153)

This is actually a very extraordinary number that
has many mathematical properties relating to the
number  3.  Those  properties  will  be  explained
below and will give us some insight as to why the
apostles counted and recorded the number of fish
they caught.

First, the sum of the digits of 153 is 3 sets of 3’s.

1+5+3= 9       9 is 3 x 3, or 3 sets of 3

Second,  mathematicians  in  Biblical  times
referred to certain numbers as “triangular.” The
number 153 is such a number. To be a triangular
number,  a  pattern of  dots  must  form a triangle
with the same number of dots on each side of the
triangle.  The  number  3  would  be  the  first
triangular number... 2 dots below 1 dot.



Add another row of 3 dots below the 2 dots and
you have the next triangular number, 6. 

The  number  153  is  the  sixteenth  triangular
number,  having  17  dots  on  each  side  of  the
triangle. 

Since  triangles  have  3  sides  and  153  can  be
expressed as a triangle,  153 is   mathematically
associated with the number 3.

Third, the sum of the cubes of the digits in 153 is
equal to 153. 

13+53+33 = 153

(1x1x1) + (5x5x5) + (3x3x3) = 153

1 + 125 + 27 = 153



153 is one of only a very few known numbers in
the entire numbering system that will result in its
own value when cubes of the digits are summed.
It is the only known number divisible by 3 with
this property. Notice, we are once again using the
number 3 by multiplying each digit  by itself  3
times.  Again the number 153 has  extraordinary
properties associated with the number 3.

Fourth,  the  number  153  can  be  found  in  any
"third" number in the entire numbering system.

This  is  how it  works.  Take  any  3rd number…
3,6,9,12,15,18, etc., or any number divisible by 3,
and do the same computations as we did above
and find the sum of the cubes of the digits. Now,
this  time  take  your  answer  and  repeat  the
calculations.  Keep  doing  this  until  the  answer
repeats.  You will  have to make this  calculation
several  times to find the repeating number,  but
the final answer to these calculations will always
be 153. 



I'll do a simple one and you can get pencil, paper,
and calculator and try as many as you want, or
you can trust me that the answer will always be
153.  :)

Let’s take the number 27:

23 + 73 = N

(2x2x2) + (7x7x7) = N

8 + 343 = 351

Now take that answer (351) and do the
calculation again.

351

33+53+13 = N

(3x3x3) + (5x5x5) + (1x1x1) = N

27 + 125 + 1 = 153



When these calculations are made for any 3rd 
number, the result will always be 153.

Obviously, for some numbers this computation 
must be repeated many, many times, but the final 
answer will always be 153.

Now, let’s put all of this together. The number 3 
is symbolic of “spiritual” things. Many events in 
the life of Christ took place in series of 3's. So, 
when Jesus instructed the apostles to cast their 
nets on the right side of the boat, they caught the 
number of fish (153) that can be found in any 
third number in the entire numbering system. 
What an appropriate number of fish for Jesus to 
catch! Was this an accident? I seriously doubt it. 
Am I sure this is why he caught 153 fish? No. 
However, the number was recorded for some 
reason, and this explanation precisely follows 
what we know about Scripture and symbolic 
numbers.


