
Mount Sinai 

In the third month after the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea, they camped at mount Sinai.
God  chose  this  place  to  speak  the  words  of  his  law  unto  Moses.   Moses  then  spoke  God's
commandments unto the people and this was known as the Law of Moses.  The giving of the Law of
Moses was an event of major importance in the history of the Israelite nation.  It was God's covenant
with the children of Israel.  If they would keep this covenant, they would be to God a "peculiar treasure
above all people" (Exod. 19:5), and they would be a "kingdom of priests, and an holy nation" (Exod.
19:6).  What a magnificent promise this must have been to a people who only three months before had
been slaves in Egyptian bondage.  They were now to be blessed above all peoples of the earth.

As we think about Israel and the things they had witnessed in the past three months, they should
have been fully convinced that God was the one and only living God and that he would keep his
promise to bless them.  They had watched as God sent the ten plagues against Egypt.  They had also
witnessed the parting of the Red Sea and had crossed over on dry ground.  They then observed the
destruction of the Egyptian army as God closed the waters of the Red Sea upon them.  Exod. 19:4 says,
"Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you
unto myself."  Therefore, the people should have understood that God was capable of taking care of
them in every situation.  Miracles were performed which should have convinced the people to put their
complete trust in God.  Now, if the people of Israel would keep the covenant God was going to make
with them, they would be a very special treasure unto God, far above other peoples of the earth.

When they came to mount  Sinai,  Moses went  up
into the mountain to  meet with God. He was told to  go
back down to the people and have them wash their clothes
and be ready for in three days he would "come down in the
sight of all the people upon mount Sinai" (Exod. 19:11).
God warned Moses to keep the people from touching the
mountain while he was upon it. In order to accomplish this,
God  instructed  Moses  to  set  a  boundary  around  the
mountain that the people were not to cross.  They were not
to go up into the mountain nor even touch it.  If they did so,
they were to be put to death by being stoned or shot (Exod.
19:12-13).

Moses did as he was instructed.   The people washed their  clothes and a  boundary was set
around the mountain.  On the morning of the third day, thunder, lightning and a thick cloud came upon
the mountain.  A trumpet sounded so loud that all the people trembled (Exod. 19:16).  The smoke was
great  upon  the  mountain  because  God  had  descended  upon  it  in  a  fire  and  the  mountain  shook
tremendously (Exod. 19:18).  The Lord then called Moses to come to the top of Sinai, so Moses went
up (Exod. 19:20).  In this setting God gave Moses the law and ordinances for the nation of Israel to
keep.

This great event in the lives of the Israelite people was a parallel of a much greater event to
come in the Christian age.  This physical event  represented a spiritual event that would take place
when  Christ  came  to  this  earth  the  first  time.   It  is  virtually  impossible  to  over  emphasize  the
importance of this symbol.  Once it is understood, many of the Old Testament prophecies concerning
the church become very understandable.  Moses gave the old law on physical mount Sinai, which
foreshadowed Christ giving the new law on spiritual mount Zion.  The parallel between Moses giving
the law on mount Sinai and Christ giving the gospel on mount Zion may be the least understood of the
Old Testament parallels; yet it is one of the most vital in understanding how the prophets prophesied of
the coming of Jesus and the church.  We will now examine some Old Testament scriptures that use



"Zion" as a symbol of the church.  In Micah 4:1-2 we read,
But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the
mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  shall  be
established in the top of the mountains, and it shall
be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow
unto  it.  And  many nations  shall  come,  and  say,
Come,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the
Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  

An almost identical reading of these verses can be found in Isaiah
2:2-3.  Verse 1 of Micah 4 says that all these things will come to
pass  in  the "last  days."   These last  days  refer  to  the Christian
dispensation.  We know this is true because 1Jno. 2:18 explains
that  we are  living  in  the  "last  times"  which  must  be  the  "last
days," or the Christian age.  The mountain of the house of the
Lord  was  to  be  established  in  the  "last  days,"  the  Christian
dispensation.   Now,  we  must  determine  the  meaning  of  this
"mountain" which was to be established in the last days.  Verse 2
calls it the "house of the God of Jacob."  In Eph. 2:19, Christians

are called the "household" of God.  If Christians are the household of God, then the church must be the
house of God.  Thus the "mountain of the house of the Lord" is the church.  It was established in the
"last days" on the day of Pentecost as Peter preached the first gospel sermon.  Micah 4:2b says, "for the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."  Zion was another name for
Jerusalem.  Zion represents much more than just a reference to Jerusalem.  It was the place where the
gospel would be made known to all mankind.  It symbolizes the spiritual mountain of the Lord.  In
Micah 4:7b, this mountain which was to be established is called "mount Zion."  It states, "and the Lord
shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever."  This is a prophecy of Christ
reigning over the church (spiritual mount Zion) during the last days (Christian dispensation). Mount
Sinai was the physical mountain on which Moses received the first law.  It was symbolic of the spiritual
mountain to come on which Christ would give his law, the gospel.  It is tremendously important to
understand how these two events parallel each other.  Heb. 12:18-29 uses the parallel events of mount
Sinai and mount Zion to explain the difference between the laws of Moses and Christ.  Although this is
a lengthy passage, it will be included in our reading for easy reference to the symbols being discussed.
As the writer of Hebrews speaks to Christians, he states,

18  For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned
with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

19  And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that
heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more:

20  (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a
beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart:

21  And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)
22  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,
23  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in

heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
24   And  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of

sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.



25  See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.  For if they escaped not who refused
him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that
speaketh from heaven:

26  Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet
once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.

27  And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that
are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain.

28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot  be moved,  let  us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

29  For our God is a consuming fire.
This is a magnificent passage for Christians to study and understand.  It is based precisely on

the parallel of the giving of the Law of Moses on physical mount Sinai and the giving of the gospel on
spiritual mount Zion.  The spelling of "Zion" and "Sion" is simply a difference in the Hebrew and
Greek translations. The book of Hebrews was obviously written to Christians since it was written after
the church was established.  Keeping this in mind, notice verses 18-21.  These verses are referring to
mount Sinai, which is described as a mount that could not be touched and that burned with fire.  Verse
20 repeats the fact that if anything touched the mountain it would be killed. Then verse 21 says that the
sight was so frightening that even Moses was afraid and shook.  All these things are definite references
to mount Sinai at the time of the giving of the Law of Moses.  Now, notice verse 18.  It says that "ye"
(Christians) are not come unto mount Sinai.  In other words, Christians are not subject to the law given
on Sinai.  So, what law are Christians subject to?  This is answered in verse 22.  It says that "ye"
(Christians) are come unto mount Sion.  Christians are not come unto mount Sinai, but we are come
unto mount Zion.  We are come unto the gospel of Christ that he gave on spiritual mount Zion.  The
giving of the old law by Moses on mount Sinai was a pattern of Christ giving his law on spiritual
mount Zion.  In a manner similar to the Israelites gathering themselves around mount Sinai as Moses
received the Ten Commandments, Christians today are gathered around spiritual mount Zion. 

We must recognize that mount Zion is a figurative description of the church.   Once this  is
understood, many Old Testament prophecies concerning the church are easy to understand.  With this in
mind, let us now examine some of the statements in verses 22-24, which positively show that mount
Zion is a symbolic description of the church. Beginning in verse 22 of this passage, several statements
define the church and Christians today.  First, mount Zion is called the "heavenly Jerusalem" (v.22).
This symbolism will be discussed later in the section on "Jerusalem," but for our purposes here it does
represent  the church.   Zion is  also called the "general  assembly."   All  those who have assembled
themselves together by obeying the commands of the gospel are the "general assembly."  Next, mount
Zion is called the "church of the firstborn" (v.23).  This specifically identifies mount Zion as a symbol
of the church.  Also, those who have come to mount Zion are said to have their names "written in
heaven" (v.23).  In Philippians 4:3, Paul salutes his fellowlabourers whose "names are in the book of
life."  When one becomes a member of the church, his/her name is written in heaven in the book of life.
Those gathered around mount Zion are also come unto "God, the judge of all" (v.23).  All of these
terms demonstrate the close relationship that Christians now enjoy with God.  As was discussed in the
section on the "Garden of Eden," we now once again walk in a close relationship with God.  He said he
would walk with us and we would be his people, and that situation now exists in the church.  Christians
are also come unto the "spirits of just men made perfect" (v.23).  Those people who lived a just life
under the Law of Moses had their sins forgiven at the cross (Heb. 9:15).  They now stand perfected in
the sight of God.  The difference is that we as Christians today can stand perfected in the sight of God
as we live on this earth.  The blood of Christ forgave the sins of all mankind who seek to follow him,
both before and after the cross.  Christians are also come unto "Jesus the mediator of the new covenant"
(v.24).  Coming to mount Zion is the same as coming to Jesus.  Jesus is the mediator of the "new



covenant" (gospel), and when we obey the gospel we
put on Christ (Gal. 3:27).

Many other  types  and patterns  can be seen in
this comparison of mount Sinai and mount Zion. Moses
was a type of Christ.  Moses led the Israelites out of
physical bondage.  Christ led mankind out of spiritual
bondage.  Moses received the law on physical mount
Sinai.  Christ gave the gospel on spiritual mount Zion.
The  children  of  Israel  were  the  ones  who  came  to
mount Sinai.  Christians are the ones today who come
to  mount  Zion.   The  children  of  Israel  washed their
clothes as they came to mount Sinai.  Christians today
wash their spiritual garments and make them white in
the blood of the Lamb as they come to mount Zion.
Once  again,  in  this  symbolism  we  see  the  comparison  of  the  children  of  Israel  and  Christians.
Christians  are  the  true  Israel  of  God today.   Placed in  a  concise  form,  we can  see  the  following
comparisons between the giving of the Law of Moses on mount Sinai and the giving of the gospel on
mount Zion.

One other comparison of the giving of the laws on mount Sinai and mount Zion is the time
frame God used to give these laws.  As God spoke to Moses the first time on mount Sinai, he told him
to go back down to the people and prepare them for the receiving of the law.  On the morning of the
third day, God returned to mount Sinai to give Moses the law.  On the morning of the third day, Jesus
rose from the grave.  This fulfilled the old law and brought the gospel of Christ to all mankind.  Just as
the Law of Moses was not read to the people until Moses came down out of the mountain some forty
days later, the content of the gospel was not known until it was given to people of the Christian age on
the day of Pentecost.  Mount Zion is a definite symbol of the church.  To come to mount Zion is to
come into the church of our Lord.

Once we understand that Zion is a prophetic name for the church, we can then go back to the
Old Testament and read the prophecies concerning Zion and learn much about the nature of the church
today.  Understanding these prophecies enables us to see the church as God sees it.  If we understand
what God prophesied the church would be like, we can then compare our understanding of the church
today and determine if it meets the expectations set forth by God.  One example of this with which
most are familiar is Isa. 28:16.  It states,

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make
haste.   

Jesus is that tried and precious cornerstone, and he is the foundation of Zion, which is the church.
Another example of how Zion is used as a prophetical description of the church is in Joel 2:32 which
says,

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be
delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath
said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.



This passage was used by Peter in Acts 2:16-21 as a direct reference to the church as he spoke on the
day of Pentecost.  He tells us in verse 16 that they are witnessing the fulfillment of this prophecy.  Our
deliverance today is  spiritual  deliverance from sin and it  takes place in  mount  Zion,  which is  the
church.

This symbolism of mount Zion representing the church can also be used to understand some of
the visions of John in the book of Revelation.  Rev. 14:1 says,

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Zion, and with him an hundred forty
and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads.  

We easily recognize that the Lamb represents Christ. He is standing on mount Zion with the 144,000.
By using this symbolism to interpret the passage in Revelation, we see
that the 144,000 must represent Christians because Christians are the
ones  who  stand  on  mount  Zion  with  Jesus  Christ.   Figuratively
speaking,  we have the Father's  name (God) written in our foreheads
because we have chosen to follow him.  We are his children.  Verses 2-5
of Revelation chapter 14 give descriptions of Christians.  They include
such descriptions as: (1) harping with their harps; (2) singing a new
song; (3)  following the Lamb wheresoever he goes; (4) becoming the firstfruits of God; (5) being
redeemed; and (6) standing before the throne of God.

Zion was a term used in the Old Testament to refer to Israel or Jerusalem.  It became symbolic 
of a much better place that Christ would make for his people at the time he restored the kingdom to 
Israel.  He restored Israel in the form of a spiritual city, which is the church, and as king he now rules 
over his people in spiritual mount Zion.  The church is "The city of the LORD, the Zion of the Holy 
One of Israel" (Isa. 60:14).  The Israelites served God around physical mount Sinai, but today 
Christians serve God around spiritual mount Zion.


