
Tabernacle 

After Moses received the Ten Commandments on mount
Sinai, God instructed him to build a Tabernacle that was to be the
dwelling place of God as Israel traveled through the wilderness
(2Sam. 7:6).  The priests performed their services to God in the
Holy Place in this tabernacle, and the High Priest entered the most
Holy Place once each year to make atonement for the sins of the
people (Heb. 9:6-7).  God instructed Moses to build the tabernacle
exactly according to the measurements he had given him.  Every
object  inside  the  tabernacle  was  also placed there  according to
God's instructions.  A partial description of this tabernacle is given
in Heb. 9:2-5.  It states,

For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table,
and  the  shewbread;  which  is  called  the  sanctuary.   And  after  the  second  veil,  the
tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;  Which had the golden censer and the ark of
the  covenant  overlaid  round about  with  gold,  wherein  was  the  golden  pot  that  had
manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the
cherubims  of  glory  shadowing  the  mercyseat;  of  which  we  cannot  now  speak
particularly.   

God  specifically  designed  the  tabernacle  and  the  articles  found  in  it.   Moses  thus  built  the  first
tabernacle according to God's pattern, and it was an example or shadow of a much greater tabernacle to
come during the Christian age.  Heb. 8:5 states,

Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished
of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all
things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.   

The first tabernacle was a physical, literal pattern of the true spiritual tabernacle that was to come in the
Christian age.  It was a pattern of the church.  The church is therefore our spiritual tabernacle that was
built by Jesus Christ.  Heb. 8:1-2 says,

Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest,
who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; A minister of
the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.   

Moses  was a  likeness  of  Christ.   He built  the  literal  tabernacle,  but  Christ  built  the  true spiritual
tabernacle, which is the church.  Once again, we
have a physical object which was a shadow or
pattern of something spiritual to come at the first
advent of Christ.

The  spiritual  tabernacle  of  the  New
Testament  was  also  built  according  to  the
specifications  given  by  God.   These
measurements  can  be  found  in  Revelation
chapters 21-22.  The length, breadth, and height
of the wall measures 12,000 furlongs square and
it  is  144  cubits  thick.   Of  course,  these
measurements are not literal.   Instead, they are
symbolic measurements of a spiritual tabernacle.
You may notice that the measurements given in
Revelation  are  measurements  of  a  city,  not  a



tabernacle.  The point is that both the city and the tabernacle represent the same spiritual structure,
which is the church.  Those numbers in Revelation are symbolic measurements of a spiritual building.
This concept helps us understand a little more about how numbers are used symbolically in the book of
Revelation.  A physical structure can be measured by the literal measurements of man, but spiritual
items can not be measured in physical quantities.  They must be measured in symbolic spiritual terms.

The tabernacle was the center of worship for the nation of Israel.  God dwelt in the tabernacle,
so when the High Priest made atonement for the sins of the people, he had to enter the tabernacle to
speak to God.  By analogy, the church is the tabernacle of God today and God dwells in it.  Matt. 18:20
states, "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."  We
are priests of God today (1Pet. 2:5), and we commune with him through prayer as members of his
church.  People outside the church are not priests.  They are the followers of the devil and God does not
hear their prayers (1Pet. 3:12).  To be able to communicate with God as a priest we must be part of the
church.  As priests could not make atonement for the sins of the people outside the tabernacle, neither
can those outside the church today ask God to forgive them and expect him to do so.  Forgiveness is
only in the church.  1Cor. 6:16 says,

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. 
Most are familiar  with the tabernacle as a pattern of the church.   For that  reason, we will

concentrate our study at this time on understanding how this tabernacle was used in prophecy to foretell
of the time when Jesus would establish the church.  In Ezekiel chapter 37, the Lord shows Ezekiel a

valley of dry bones.  It may not be obvious at first what Ezekiel's vision of dry
bones could have to do with the tabernacle, but it should become clear as we study
the text.   According to  Eze.  37:11,  those dry bones  represented the children of
Israel.   They were  dried  up  because  the  sins  of  the  people  had  brought  them
spiritual death.  The Lord says to Ezekiel in Ezekiel 33:14-15,

Again, which I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; if he turn
from his sin, and do that which is lawful and right; If the wicked
restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the statutes
of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not
die.   

Israel was dead spiritually and their bones had dried up because of their sins.  The purpose of Ezekiel's
vision of the valley of dry bones was to show Ezekiel that the Lord could cause those bones to live
again.  Eze. 37:12-14 says,

Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O my people,
I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into
the land of Israel.   

Notice that the Lord said he would be the one to cause the bones to live again.  Jesus would do this by
shedding his blood on the cross for the sins of the people.  When Jesus died on the cross, he brought
Israel out of their spiritual graves and gave them spiritual life.

Verses 15-19 of this chapter explain how God will take the house of Israel, which was divided
into two parts, and restore them again into one nation.  This "one nation" is the church.  Galatians 3:28
says, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus."  The church is the "one nation" of God today.  It is the spiritual
"land" into which the people of the world are gathered who want to be with God.  Ezekiel 37:21 says,

And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will take the children of Israel
from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and
bring them into their own land.  

Just as Canaan was the literal land that the physical nation of Israel inhabited, the church is the spiritual



land in which Christians dwell today.  This land is likened to the Garden of Eden.  Eze. 36:35 says,
And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and
the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited.   

This physical land of Israel had become desolate because of the sins of the people.  God punished Israel
by allowing Assyria and Babylon to attack them and plunder their land.  Their cities were in ruins and
their land was made barren.  The spiritual land, which God promised Israel through Ezekiel, was to be
like the Garden of Eden.  The contrast here is tremendous.  God was going to take Israel from this place
of ruin and desolation to a place like the Garden of Eden.  It was to be a spiritual Eden where God
would live with his people.  Christ gave us that spiritual Eden when he came to earth the first time.
Christians today are living in that spiritual Eden which is the church.

Ezekiel 37:24 explains that at the time Israel was to inherit this spiritual land, David would be
King over them.  This is an obvious reference to Christ.  David had ruled as king over the literal nation
of Israel in a likeness to Christ ruling as King over spiritual Israel, which is the church.  This statement
helps to pinpoint the exact time of the fulfillment of this prophecy.  It was fulfilled when Christ came to
earth and began his reign on the throne of David as King over his spiritual kingdom --- the church.

With all these teachings in mind about the prophecy of the valley of dry bones, the point we
want to make concerning the tabernacle is found in verses 26-27.  They read,

Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant
with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the
midst of them for evermore.  My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.   

At the time of the first coming of Christ, an everlasting covenant of peace was made with the people.
This is the gospel of Christ.  This "covenant of peace" will be discussed in a later section in this book.
God says that at the time this covenant of peace was to be made that his sanctuary and tabernacle
would be in the midst of the people.  The tabernacle was the dwelling place of God as he traveled with
them during the wilderness wanderings.  The literal tabernacle was a pattern of the true tabernacle that
was to come during this Christian age.  Christians today are dwelling in this true tabernacle --- the
sanctuary of God.  The sanctuary was the area of the tabernacle called the Holy Place which contained
the candlestick, table and shewbread (Heb. 9:2).  In the book of Revelation, the candlestick is used to
symbolize the church (Rev. 1:20).  The table and shewbread symbolize the Lord's Supper, which is a
part  of  our worship unto the Lord today in  the church.   These symbols  point  to  the fact  that  the
tabernacle built by Moses was a pattern for the true tabernacle --- the church.  We are God's people
today.  We dwell in the spiritual tabernacle and God dwells among us.  This is the exact meaning of
Revelation 21:3 which states,

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.  

The tabernacle or church is with men today, and God dwells with us in that spiritual tabernacle.  He is
our God and we are his people.

The children of Israel carried with them in the wilderness a physical pattern of the spiritual
tabernacle of the Christian age.  The acts of worship that the priests performed were shadows of our
worship to God in the church today.  The High Priest took the blood of sacrificial animals into the
Holiest of Holies once each year to atone for the sins of the people.  Today, Christ is our High Priest
and also our sacrificial lamb.  He took his own blood into the Holy Place to redeem us.  Consider the
reading of Heb. 9:11-12 which states,

But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.   



The more perfect tabernacle not made with hands is the church.  It is a spiritual building prepared by
Jesus Christ (Heb. 8:2). When Christ built this true tabernacle, he brought the people of Israel out of
their spiritual graves.  He made the bones in the valley of dry bones to live again.  He brought the
people into a spiritual land of Eden.  At the same time, he made a covenant of peace with mankind that
allows us to dwell in that spiritual tabernacle today if we will only follow him.  As Christians, we live
in the true tabernacle with God, and our land is not desolate as was Israel's of old.  The church is our
Garden of Eden.


