
Canaan 

The hope of the Hebrew people, even before they were delivered from Egyptian bondage, was
to possess a land of their own.  God began to fulfill this desire when he told Moses to lead his people
out of Egypt to a land he would give them (Exod. 3:8).  This land
was known to the children of Israel as the "Promised Land."  God
delivered them from Egypt; he made a way for them to cross the
Red Sea; and he gave them a law to follow on Mount Sinai.  He
cared for them in the wilderness and eventually brought them to the
Jordan River.  Many years and events transpired along this journey,
but finally they were able to cross Jordan and enter the land that
God had promised them.

This journey of the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan was a pattern that Christians follow in this
Christian  dispensation.   Israel  was  a  likeness  to  the  spiritual
kingdom of God, the church.  Jesus has delivered mankind from
the slavery of sin.  His blood is the Red Sea which man crosses in
order to leave the bondage of sin and begin his journey to the
Promised  Land.   The  church  received  the  law  of  Christ  on
spiritual mount Zion.  We are dwelling in the wilderness of this
world and headed to our Promised Land of heaven.  We will face
many trials and temptations along the way, but eventually if we
remain faithful, we will also reach our Promised Land.

Canaan, Israel's Promised Land, was described as a land
flowing with milk and honey (Exod. 13:5).  This was a vast contrast to their situation in the land of
Egypt that they had left some forty years before.  God had delivered them from physical slavery and
cared for them in the wilderness.  Those who had remained faithful to him in the wilderness were
allowed to enter the Promised Land.  This is the pattern that Christians follow today.  Christ has led
mankind out of the bondage of sin, and all who remain faithful to him as we travel in the spiritual
wilderness of this world will eventually enter a beautiful, spiritual Promised Land flowing with milk
and honey.

Heaven is our Promised Land.  Those who remain faithful to God will inherit the land that God
has promised Christians.  1Pet 1:4 explains that because Jesus was raised from the dead, we have the
hope of "an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you."  This is also our place of eternal rest.  Speaking of Israelites, Heb. 4:8 says, "For if Jesus had
given  them rest,  then  would  he  not  afterward  have  spoken  of  another  day."   Then,  speaking  of
Christians, the next verse says, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God."    Heb. 3:17-19
speaks of those Israelites who fell in the wilderness because of their disobedience, as it states,

But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose
carcases fell in the wilderness?  And to whom sware he that they should not enter into
his rest, but to them that believed not?  So we see that they could not enter in because of
unbelief.   

For our purposes at this time, notice that these verses are definitely speaking of the nation of Israel as
they traveled through the wilderness and that Canaan is referred to as a place of rest.  Canaan was a
physical land of rest for Israel, and it was a likeness to our spiritual land of rest, which is heaven.

Before the Israelites could enter their Promised Land they had to cross the Jordan River.  This
was the boundary line between the hardships and trials of the wilderness and the pleasures and plenty
of the Promised Land.  This corresponds to the second coming of Christ for the church.  Today, the
church is dwelling in the wilderness of this world and dealing with all the problems of this life, and as



Christians we are looking forward to reaching our spiritual land of rest (Heb. 4:9).  The boundary
between the church in this world and our Promised Land of rest is the second coming of Christ.  When
he comes again, he will lead his people safely across Jordan to our spiritual Promised Land.

As we apply this situation to the church today, some marvelous lessons can be learned.  First,
the makeup of the Israelite nation did not change as they crossed Jordan.  No foreign nation joined in
their crossing.  Only the chosen people of the nation of Israel crossed Jordan.  The church is the Israel
of God today.  It is the nation of people who will enter heaven. The church will simply change places.
It  will  move from this earth to heaven.  No other religious organizations founded by man will  be
allowed to join in this crossing.  The church of our Lord will be the only spiritual nation to follow him
across Jordan.  Second, those Israelites who were disobedient fell in the wilderness instead of crossing
Jordan.  Only those who were faithful and followed God's commands crossed over into the Promised
Land.  It is possible to once be a part of the chosen people of God and return to a world of sin.  Those
who disobey God will not be allowed to cross Jordan (Heb. 3:17).  Third, Israel crossed Jordan as a
collection of God's people.  There was no question as to who belonged to the Israelite nation and who
would be involved in crossing Jordan.  When Christ comes again, there will be no question concerning
who is a member of the church and who will cross over into the Promised Land of heaven.  Only
Christians will participate in the crossing.  It will be too late for those who have rejected God to decide
they want to be a part of his chosen people.

It should also be pointed out that these major events in the lives of the Israelites parallel events
in the lives of every individual Christian.  Christ will lead anyone out of his sins who is willing to obey
the  commands  of  God.   He can  be  freed  from the
bondage of sin by crossing the Red Sea of the blood
of Christ through baptism.  He then becomes a part of
the  church,  or  mount  Zion,  and keeps  the  law that
Christ  gave.   He  dwells  in  the  wilderness  of  this
world,  facing  many  trials  and  temptations,  but  his
spiritual  soul  is  cared  for  and  fed  by  God  as  he
continues to study and learn about God's word.  At the
end of his life, he crosses over the river of death to
live with God for all eternity.

One fascinating situation in the Old Testament uses this same symbolism.  In 2Kings 2:1, God
told the great prophet Elijah that he would take him to heaven in a whirlwind.  Elijah performed one
last miracle before he was taken up.  In the company of the young prophet Elisha, he parted the waters
of the Jordan River and walked across.  No real reason for Elijah parting the waters of the Jordan River



is apparent.  Only Elisha and fifty sons of prophets who stood afar off witnessed the event (2Kings
2:7).  This just seemed to be the last thing God wanted Elijah to do before he was taken to heaven.  But
it was, however, far more than that.  Elijah was following the same pattern that all of God's people
follow as he crossed the Jordan River before entering the spiritual Promised Land.  Even though Elijah
did not die physically, he died symbolically as he crossed over the Jordan River.  All who follow God
will  eventually cross Jordan.  We will  be led out of the wilderness of this world to a magnificent
spiritual Promised Land.  We must all cross Jordan.

God gave Adam and Eve the Garden of Eden.  They disobeyed him, so he cast them out.  He
gave Israel the land of Canaan.  They turned to other gods and he drove them out of their land.  He
gave us the church, which is our spiritual dwelling place today.  The church is traveling through the
wilderness  of  this  world toward the Promised Land of  heaven.   We must  endure many trials  and
temptations along the way, but Jesus has made a way for us to overcome these trials.  If we continue to
follow the teachings of Jesus, God will forgive us when we sin.  We will be able to cross Jordan into
our Promised Land.  However, if we turn from him, we will fall in the spiritual wilderness just as many
Israelites fell in the literal wilderness.  Let us continually strive to remain faithful so we can eventually
cross spiritual Jordan into our Promised Land of plenty and rest.


