
Feasts of Israel 

Now that we have completed our study of Israel as they traveled from Egypt to Canaan and
have recognized that they established a pattern which Christians follow today, let us now examine how
the feasts of Israel also correspond to God's plan for establishing the church.  In addition to the Ten
Commandments and the ordinances of the law which Israel received on mount Sinai, God assigned
them seven special feasts to be observed on specific dates and for certain periods of time.  A description
of these feasts is given in Leviticus chapter 23.  They were observed as follows:

Each of these feasts commemorated a special event or specific occasion in the history of the
Israelite people, and they were observed in connection with the agricultural seasons of the land.  In
addition to the significant meanings for the children of Israel, they also have great symbolic meanings
for Christians in this present dispensation.  A brief section on these feasts is included in our book on
Revelation titled  Revelation for Christians Today in  order to  demonstrate  how symbolism remains
constant throughout the scriptures.  We feel that a section on these feasts is also necessary in this study
to understand more fully how events in the Old Testament were symbolic of spiritual events in the New
Testament  church.   This  part  of  our  study  should  give  us  a  clearer  view  of  God's  plan  for  the
establishment of the church long before Christ came to this earth and should also help us understand
more about God's expectations of the church as it exists in the world today.

A study of the feasts of Israel is extraordinary in the sense of how God designed them to have
special meanings for the Israelites and also symbolic meanings for the church.  The feasts tie together
the physical events in the lives of the children of Israel and the spiritual events in the lives of Christians
today, once again illustrating how God used Israel to foreshadow the church.  In this section, we will
present a brief description of each of these feasts and discuss its symbolic meaning for the Christian
dispensation.  By no means will this exhaust the study of these feasts, but we hope the information
presented here will be sufficient to promote a desire for continued study.

Since these feasts were to be observed on specific dates, we must briefly discuss the Jewish
calendar.  The Hebrew people used a lunar calendar to calculate time.  Since the moon travels around
the earth approximately once every twenty-eight days, the lunar year does not exactly match the solar
year.  Therefore, adjustments had to be made in their calendar much the same way as we adjust our
present calendar by adding one day to the month of February every fourth year.  To complicate matters
even more, they used a twelve-month calendar with approximately thirty days per month.  This would
make their year have a total of 360 days instead of 365.  In some years, days were added to certain
months to adjust to the solar seasons, and a thirteenth month was added in other years.  The actual
calculations used to determine their calendar were also kept secret by the priests who set the calendar
dates and have, for the most part, been lost down through the centuries.  In other words, since the Bible
does not give us their method of calculating time, it is impossible to go back and determine the exact
calendar being used in the time of Moses when God instituted these feasts.  Therefore, we may not be



able to determine the exact time of each of these feasts in the calendar that we use today.

Passover

The first feast that Israel was to observe during the year was Passover.
On the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month a lamb was killed and
prepared for the Passover meal.  This feast commemorated the time of the tenth
plague God sent against Egypt when the Lord passed over the firstborn Hebrew
children but took the lives of all firstborn Egyptians.  At that time, each Hebrew
household was responsible for killing a lamb and placing its blood on the door
post in order to save the firstborn of that family.  This lamb was the Passover
lamb for the Israelites (Exod. 12:5-6).  The church also has a Passover lamb
today --- Jesus Christ.  A prophecy concerning Jesus is given in Isa. 53:7, which
states,

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth.   

Philip used this prophecy to teach the eunuch about Jesus in Acts 8:26-40.  Jesus was symbolically
described as a lamb, and he was crucified on the same day the Israelites killed the lamb to be eaten at
the Passover meal (Matt. 26:2).  Jesus is referred to as our Passover Lamb in 1Cor 5:7b which says,
"For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us."  The blood of the lamb placed on the door posts of
the Israelites saved them from the final plague God sent against Egypt.  The blood of Jesus will save us
from the final destruction God will levy against all who disobey him.  If we obey the commandments
of Jesus, we are symbolically placing his blood on our door post today.  Speaking to elders in Acts
20:28 Paul says,

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood.  

Jesus purchased the church with his blood.  It is our spiritual house today (Eph. 2:19), and his blood is
on our door post.  All those who are inside this house will be passed over when the time of final
destruction comes, but all those outside will face the wrath of God.

Also on the evening of Passover, the Israelites made preparation to leave Egypt (Exodus chapter
12).  They were preparing to make their journey from physical bondage to freedom in the wilderness.
On the same corresponding date, Jesus made preparation to deliver all mankind from the bondage of
sin by his death on the cross.  The Israelites journey from bondage under the leadership of Moses
foreshadowed mankind’s journey out of the bondage of sin through Jesus as he gave his life on the
cross, was buried in the grave, and then resurrected by God.  The Israelites proceeded to cross the Red
Sea, which symbolized the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, as they went down into the sea and
proceeded to come out on the other side a free people.

Every Christian follows this same pattern today as we leave the bondage of sin by crossing the
Red Sea of the blood of Christ through baptism.  We go down into the waters of the Red Sea of baptism
where we symbolically contact the blood of Christ and come up out of those waters freed from our sins.
Baptism represents the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ and is our means of crossing the
Red Sea of the blood of Christ to escape the bondage of sin.  When we are baptized, we are following
the pattern established by God through the Israelite people.

The lamb whose blood was placed on the door post had to be a "firstborn" lamb (Exod. 12:5)
and is a likeness of Jesus, our Passover Lamb, who was the firstborn of God (John 3:16).  This lamb
also had to be one without blemish (Exod. 12:5).  This image once again symbolizes the purity of Jesus
as he hung on the cross.  Speaking of how Jesus redeemed us from our sins, 1Pet 1:19 says, "But with



the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot."  This Passover lamb of
the Israelites represented a far greater Passover Lamb of the Christian age.  It symbolized Jesus Christ
and the sacrifice he made in order that we might have forgiveness of our sins.

Passover  was  an  important  feast  in  the  lives  of  the  Israelites.   Symbolically,  it  is  also  an
important feast in the lives of Christians.  Since Jesus was crucified as our Passover Lamb, we must
have his blood on the door post of our spiritual house in order to escape the final destruction in hell.
We accomplish this by following the pattern of his death, burial and resurrection through baptism,
thereby becoming a part of the house of God (church), which has the blood of Christ on its door post.

Unleavened Bread

The second feast observed by the Israelites was the feast of Unleavened Bread.  It began on the
fifteenth day of the first month (Lev. 23:6), which would have been the Sabbath day, and lasted for one
week.  The Israelites were instructed to remove all leaven from their home on the preparation day and
then eat the Passover meal with unleavened bread.  Unleavened bread was made from unfermented
dough which meant it had no yeast added to it; therefore, it would not rise because there was no life in
it.  The first day of this feast corresponds to the time when Jesus' lifeless body lay in the grave.  The
Israelites ate unleavened bread because of their need to leave Egypt quickly. They did not even have
time to let their bread rise (Exod. 12:32-33).  They participated in this feast yearly in order to remember
their hasty departure from Egypt.  In 1Cor 5:7-8, Christians are admonished to be like unleavened
bread as it states,

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened.
For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  Therefore let us keep the feast, not
with  old  leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickedness;  but  with  the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.   

The house which Christians dwell in today (church) should not contain leaven.  This absence of leaven
signifies the purity of the church.  The church should contain only sincerity and truth.  It is pure in the
sight of God because the sins of those dwelling inside the church have been forgiven.

Jesus also commanded that we remember the sacrifice of his body on the cross each Lord's day
by eating unleavened bread (Acts 20:7).  In the same manner as the Israelites ate unleavened bread to
remember their hasty departure from Egypt, Christians eat unleavened bread to remember how Christ
died to deliver us from sin.

Firstfruits

The third feast of the year was the feast of Firstfruits.  It was to be observed on the day after the
feast of Unleavened Bread, which would be Sunday.  This feast coincided with the first agricultural
harvest of the year, which would have been the barley crop.  On this day the priests were to take a sheaf
of the first fruits of the crops and wave it before the Lord.  The feast of Firstfruits observed by the
Israelites was an offering of the first fruits of the fields, but it represented a far greater spiritual feast to
come in the Christian dispensation.  It represented the resurrection of Jesus Christ as the firstfruits of
the spiritual kingdom.  Speaking of Jesus, 1 Cor. 15:20 says, "But now is Christ risen from the dead,
and become the firstfruits of them that slept."  The Israelites observed the feast of Firstfruits on Sunday
after Passover, and Jesus rose from the dead on this same day as the firstfruit of God.  Rom 8:29 says,

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Jesus was the firstfruit from the grave, and all those who follow him in a spiritual resurrection from the
grave of sin are his brethren.  God illustrated the pattern Jesus would use to lead mankind out of the



bondage of sin as he directed the children of Israel to cross the Red Sea.  Jesus fulfilled this pattern by
his death, burial and resurrection from the grave.  Today, if man desires to be among the brethren of
Christ,  he must follow this same pattern through his symbolic death, burial and resurrection in the
waters of baptism.  When we follow this pattern, we are bearing fruit unto God.

Pentecost

Pentecost  was  the  fourth  feast  and  was  observed  on  the  fiftieth  day  after  the  Sabbath  of
Unleavened Bread (Lev. 23:15-17).  Jesus rose from the dead on the day after the feast of Unleavened
Bread, which, of course, was Sunday.  This was also the day of the feast of Firstfruits.  Pentecost was to
be  observed on the  seventh  Sunday following the  resurrection;  it  was  also known as  the  feast  of
Harvest, which marked the beginning of the summer harvest of various crops that would mature before
fall.  The spiritual harvest of the world also began on the day of Pentecost as Peter preached the first
gospel sermon.  At least 3000 were saved on that day which was the first great spiritual harvest of
mankind for God.  Jesus was the firstfruit unto God since he was the first one resurrected from the
dead, never to die again.  Those who hear the words of the gospel and obey them are also resurrected
from the grave of spiritual death and are harvested as the fruit of God.

On the day of Pentecost as Peter preached the first gospel sermon, the prophecies of Micah 4:1-
2 and Isaiah 2:2-3 were fulfilled.  Micah 4:1-2 says,

But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills;
and people shall flow unto it.  And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.   

Jerusalem was also called Zion and on this day the law went forth from Zion and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.  Moses foreshadowed this as he received his law on mount Sinai.  This law of Christ is
a  spiritual  law,  and it  was  given on spiritual  mount  Zion.   The purpose of  the  feast  of  Pentecost
correlates perfectly with the previous lesson concerning the giving of the Law of Moses on mount
Sinai, which corresponded to the giving of the gospel on mount Zion.

Trumpets

The fifth feast was that of Trumpets.  It was observed on the first day of the seventh month and
marked the end of the harvest season.  When the trumpet sounded, the workers came in from the field
and the harvest was finished for that year (Lev. 23:24).  The observance of this feast represents a much
greater event that is yet to take place in this world, for it represents the end of the spiritual harvest of
this earth.  The sounding of a trumpet announced the end of the Israelite's harvest season, and when the
great trumpet shall sound at the end of time, the spiritual harvest of this earth will end.  The Lord's
workers will come in from the fields and the harvest of souls will be completed.  Those in the church
will go with Jesus to heaven while all others will face eternal destruction.  It should now be obvious
that the church is in this period of time between Pentecost and Trumpets.  We received the law of Christ
on spiritual mount Zion on the day of Pentecost, and Christians are now working the spiritual fields of
this world and bringing in the harvest of souls for the Lord.  The next great spiritual feast for Christians
will therefore be Trumpets. When the great trumpet sounds, our work will be finished.  The Lord's
workers will cease from their labors and enter into the Promised Land of rest.

Notice that the order of these feasts also agrees with the previous lessons concerning the time
Israel spent in the wilderness.  They received the Law of Moses on mount Sinai, which corresponds to



the giving of the law of Christ on mount Zion on the day of Pentecost.  Israel then traveled forty years
in the wilderness, desiring the land that God had promised them.  When they came to Jordan, their
wandering was over and they entered into their Promised Land.

Atonement

The sixth feast was the feast of Atonement.  Atonement is defined in Nelson’s Bible dictionary
as "the act by which God restores a relationship of harmony and unity between himself and human
beings." This feast was celebrated shortly after the feast of trumpets on the tenth day of the seventh
month.  On this day the High Priest took the blood of animals as a sacrifice and entered the Holy of
Holies to make atonement for the sins the people had committed during the year.  This animal sacrifice
by the High Priest was the pattern of a much greater spiritual event to be performed by Jesus Christ.
He is our High Priest (Heb. 3:1) and also our Passover Lamb, and as our High Priest, he will present his
own blood to God to atone for our sins.  This yearly atonement for the sins of the people corresponds to
the time of final judgment when Jesus will deliver the kingdom to God and present it to him holy and
without blemish.   Heb 9:27 says,  "And as it  is appointed unto men once to die,  but after  this the
judgment."  The blood of Christ will atone for the sins we commit during our lifetime.  On the day of
Atonement the Israelites were forbidden to do any work.  The same is true for Christians.  At Judgment
our work will be over, and we will enter into the Holy of Holies to live with God eternally (Heb. 9:24).

Tabernacles

The seventh and final feast was the feast of Booths, or Tabernacles.  Israel observed this feast on
the fifteenth day of the seventh month by building shelters or booths to live in for seven days.  This was
to cause the people to remember the time when God made them dwell  in booths as they traveled
through the wilderness (Lev. 23:43).  The church is wandering in the wilderness of this world today
which compares to the time Israel wandered in the wilderness.  We are facing the many trials and
hardships which accompany this physical life, but as Christians we have spiritual life which will enable
us to live in a far greater place in the world to come.  John 14:2 says, "In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you."  We are dwelling in
temporary booths today, but in heaven we will dwell in mansions.  The booths that the Israelites lived
in are symbolic of a much greater dwelling place that Jesus has prepared for his people.

All Christians today participate in the great spiritual feasts that were foreshadowed by the literal
feasts of Israel.  We follow Christ in the Passover as we crucify the old man of sin (Rom. 6:6).  We
participate in the feast of Unleavened Bread as we are buried in the waters of baptism.  We then take
part in the feast of Firstfruits as we are raised out of the waters of baptism to walk a new life in Christ
(Rom. 6:4).  Because of this we become a part of the church which was established on Pentecost.  We
are now working in the spiritual fields of this world, attempting to gather the spiritual harvest of the
Lord.  At the end of time, we will participate in the feast of Trumpets as the great trumpet sounds.
Christ will take us home to heaven where his blood will atone for our sins at Judgment.  Because of the
blood of Atonement, we will dwell in heavenly tabernacles or mansions forever.

If we assemble the above information concerning the feasts of Israel into a table, it becomes
easy to see how the feasts God commanded Israel to keep represent major events in the nation of Israel
and correspond to major events in the church.  As we look at the following table, the first column is the
feast; the second column explains the meaning of the feast for the Israelites; the third identifies the
corresponding spiritual  feast  for  the Christian dispensation;  and the last  column shows how every
Christian participates in that particular feast of God.





These feasts of Israel also correspond to the major events in the physical and spiritual time lines
drawn earlier in this book for Israel and the church.  The following illustration is an attempt to show
how all of these feasts and major events in the lives of the Israelites coincide with spiritual feasts and
events in the lives of Christians.  The information presented is parallel both vertically and horizontally.
It would be virtually impossible to write down all the relationships that exist on that page.  Our hope is
that you will take time to study this illustration and make comparisons concerning these time lines and
feasts.  We sincerely believe this  will  enhance our understanding of the church as it dwells in the
wilderness of this world and makes its way toward the Promised Land of heaven.

This symbolism used throughout scripture is truly astounding as comparisons are made between
physical events in the lives of the children of Israel and spiritual events of the lives of Christians.  Only
God could have designed such a marvelous plan and carried out such a great chain of events.  The more
we study and learn about the Bible,  the more reasons we have to be convinced of the power and
providence of God.




