
Kingdom of Israel 

As we continue our study of Old Testament types and patterns of the church, we will  now
examine the governmental structure of Israel during the time they were ruled by kings.  Israel exhibited
an attitude similar to many in the religious world today in that they wanted their own way.  Israel never
seemed to be satisfied with God's plan for them, and furthermore they wanted God to do things their
way.  It was God's desire that they be ruled by judges, but Israel thought they had a better idea.  They
looked at other nations around them and saw that they were ruled by kings, and Israel wanted to be like
those nations; so they asked God to give them a king (1Sam. 8:5-7).  God reluctantly granted their wish
and the prophet Samuel anointed Saul as the first king of Israel.  When Israel moved into the period of
the kings, God used this situation to demonstrate many valuable lessons concerning the church today.

An  ongoing  controversy exists  in  the  religious  world  today,  as  well  as  within  the  church,
concerning the relationship between the kingdom and the church.  Some say the kingdom is the same as
the church while others believe they are different.  Since Israel is a pattern for the church, it is possible
to examine Israel's situation as a kingdom and apply that meaning to the church.  Judges first governed
Israel, but later God granted that kings should rule them.  Changing the form of government from
judges to kings did not change the makeup of the nation.  The same people began to be ruled by kings
as were ruled by judges.  The only change was their system of government.  The kingdom and the
church are one in the same entity.  The terms are simply two different ways of designating the same
people.   Israel represented the true Israel (church) to come.  Israel being
called a kingdom denotes the governmental structure of the nation.  In God's
scheme of things, the kingdom of Israel was symbolic of the church --- the
true kingdom to come during the gospel age.  It may be a little more difficult
for us to understand the concepts of a kingdom because most nations in the
world today do not have that type of governmental structure.  Especially in
nations of the free world, it is hard for us to comprehend what it may have
been  like  to  live  in  a  nation  ruled  by a  king  who  had  total  power  and
authority.  However, since God's church is likened to a kingdom, we must
examine the structure of a kingdom and apply that to the church today.  A kingdom in Old Testament
times was simply a group of people or nation that were ruled by one man, a king.  The king had total
authority and the subjects were bound to follow every order or law established by the king or face
punishment.  They also paid tribute or taxes to him.  From the time of King Saul until Babylon took
Jerusalem captive, the nation of Israel functioned as a kingdom.  God used this situation to explain the
concept of the church, which is a spiritual kingdom.

As citizens of a kingdom, we observe the laws of that particular kingdom.  Those who live
outside that kingdom do not observe those same laws, but neither are they eligible for the rewards of
citizenship.  This is true throughout the world today.  We are born citizens of a particular nation.  As
citizens of that nation, we have all the rights of citizenship.  We are allowed to live in that country, but
we must abide by the laws established for its citizens.  As Christians we are citizens of the kingdom of
God and subject to his laws.

The kingdom of Israel was a shadow of the kingdom that Christ was to establish.  A prophecy
showing that the kingdom of God would be established in the times of the Roman Empire is found in
Dan. 2:44.  It states,

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall
never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.   



According to Dan. 2:40, this kingdom was to be established in the time of the fourth kingdom which
would rule the world from the time of Daniel.  Daniel lived in the time of the Babylonian Empire.  The
kingdoms of Medo-Persia and Greece would rise and fall, then the Roman
Empire  would  rule  the  world.   So,  the fourth kingdom from the  time of
Daniel was the Roman Empire.  The kingdom of God was to be established
while Rome was in power.  Jesus came to earth during the time of the Roman
Empire  and began  to  teach  that  the  kingdom of  heaven  was  soon to  be
established.  Matt 4:17 says, "From that time Jesus began to preach, and to
say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  This was not to be a
physical kingdom of this world.  Instead, it would be a spiritual or heavenly
kingdom.  Jesus said in John 18:36,

My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not
from hence.   

In Acts 1:6b, just before Christ ascended to heaven, the apostles asked him, "Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore  again  the  kingdom to  Israel?"   The  apostles  were  inquiring  when  the  kingdom would  be
established, so it had not been established at that time.  Jesus told them in Acts 1:8,

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.   

The Holy Ghost descended on them and they received this power on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4).
After this time, the Apostles taught the people how to enter the spiritual kingdom of God.  Acts 8:12
says,

But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.   

We know that people could enter the kingdom of God after the day of Pentecost because Col. 1:13 says,
"Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son."  These people had moved from spiritual darkness to spiritual light by entering the kingdom.  The
apostle John also said that he was in the kingdom of God.  Rev. 1:9 states,

I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and
for the testimony of Jesus Christ.   

The kingdom of God was prophesied by Daniel to come in the time of the Roman Empire.  Christ came
to earth at this exact time.  The kingdom was not established at the time he ascended back to heaven,
but he sent the Holy Ghost to the Apostles on the day of Pentecost to guide them in teaching the things
necessary to enter the kingdom.  The kingdom of God was established on the day of the first Pentecost
following the resurrection.   From that  time forward people could enter  the kingdom by doing the
commandments of God as taught by the Apostles.  That kingdom which they could enter was the
church.  Acts 2:47 says, "Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to
the church daily such as should be saved."  To enter the kingdom is the same as being added to the
church.  This kingdom is a heavenly kingdom that will stand forever.  Heb. 12:28 says,

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.   

As Christians, we live in that kingdom or church which was established on the day of Pentecost, and
we will remain in that kingdom forever.

David was the beloved king of the kingdom of Israel and a man after God's own heart (Acts
13:22).  He was a likeness of the Savior to come.  God promised David that he would establish his
throne forever (2Sam. 7:13).  It became the eternal throne of spiritual Israel.  All those who ruled Israel,
and later Judah, were descendants of David.  Christ was also a descendant of David as he came through



the tribe of Judah (Heb. 7:14).  Revelation 5:5 describes Christ as a lion of the tribe of Judah.  When
Christ came to this earth and died for our sins, he took his place on the throne of David and became
King over the spiritual kingdom.  Christ does not rule on the literal throne of David in a physical
kingdom on this earth. He reigns instead on a spiritual throne in a spiritual kingdom.  This analogy is
used in Acts. 2:25-36.  Peter explains that David did not ascend to the heavenly throne because he is
dead and still buried.  Acts 2:29 states,

Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both
dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.   

David was not raised from the dead to sit upon the heavenly throne; Christ was.  He arose from the
dead to sit on the throne of David.  Speaking of David, Acts 2:30 states,

Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of
the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.

Christ was a descendant of David and was raised up from the dead by God to reign on the spiritual
throne of David for all eternity.  This made the throne of David an eternal throne and fulfilled that
prophecy.  Acts 2:33-34 says,

Therefore being by the right hand of God exhalted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.  For
David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my
Lord, Sit thou on my right hand.   

Christ, as King over the kingdom, is sitting on the eternal throne of David today at the right hand of
God.  As Christians, we are subject to that throne and are eligible for all rewards of citizenship in his
kingdom.

Since a king also establishes laws for his kingdom, Christ gave us the laws of his spiritual
kingdom by the words he spoke while on earth and through the mouths of the apostles as they preached
the gospel to a world lost in sin.  The word of God is the law of our spiritual kingdom.  If we desire to
be a part of the spiritual kingdom (church), we must obey the laws of that kingdom.  If we are subjects
in that kingdom, we must continue to obey the laws.  If we break those laws, we must repent and obtain
forgiveness or we will be removed from that kingdom just as Adam and Eve were removed from the
Garden of Eden.

A physical kingdom also has defined boundaries.  Every nation in this world knows exactly
where its boundary lines are.  If boundary disputes arise, they must be settled or wars may occur.  The
spiritual kingdom of the Lord also has boundaries.  Since we live in a spiritual kingdom, the boundaries
must also be spiritual.  The law of God also serves as the boundary for the church.  Those who have
obeyed the spiritual law of Christ through baptism have moved from the world of sin into the spiritual
kingdom of Christ.  The boundary of the spiritual kingdom is the Word of God.  This establishes an
unchangeable boundary.  The Word of God is the same today as it was in the first century.  It will never
change; therefore, the boundaries of the church will remain the same forever.  Those who are obedient
to God's laws are in the spiritual kingdom.  Those who break those laws are outside its boundaries.

The concept of the church as a kingdom also establishes certain other characteristics about the
church.  Only one spiritual kingdom exists.  In an earthly kingdom, the king would only reign over
those people inside its defined boundaries.  Christ does not reign over several kingdoms.  He reigns
over one --- the church.  Also in a manner similar to that of an earthly kingdom, the church has only
one set of laws.  A nation could not exist in this world with many different sets of laws.  One set might
declare certain acts legal while another set made the same acts illegal.  No one would have any idea
which laws should be followed.  The religious world has attempted to give the kingdom of God many
sets of laws, but the fact remains that Christ gave only one set.  The kingdom is made up solely of those
who have obeyed the spiritual law of God, thereby becoming a citizen of that one kingdom.  All others
are outside the kingdom.  We must continue to abide by those laws in order to remain in the kingdom.
Those who break the laws will be punished and those who obey the laws will be rewarded.



We must therefore learn to view the church as a spiritual kingdom since the church and the
kingdom are synonymous.  These two terms are simply two ways of designating the same people.  The
church is made up of those who are "called out" of the world of sin to become a part of the kingdom of
Christ.  They are Christians.  The term "kingdom" simply shows that they have Christ as their King.

We should give glory to God for the fact that we are the true Israel of God.  Israel was the
kingdom of God under the Law of Moses.  When Christ came to earth the first time, he fulfilled that
law.  He took it out of the way and established a new law (Heb. 8:7-8).  This new law was for a new
kingdom.  It is for the church, which is made up of all people who follow the teachings of the New
Testament.  Christians are the Israel of God today.

Christ will not return to this earth to reestablish a physical throne and a physical nation of Israel.
We already have something much better.  We have a spiritual kingdom that will last forever.  It is
inconceivable  to  think  that  God  would  do  away with  a  spiritual  kingdom to  establish  a  physical
kingdom.

As we think about the church being the kingdom of God, this can help us understand some
passages in the Bible such as the "parables."  As Jesus taught the disciples by using common everyday
situations, he began most of them by saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like unto..."  This phrase tells
us that the subject of these lessons is the church.  People in this world need to recognize that Jesus
came to this earth and established the kingdom he intended to establish.  It is a heavenly spiritual
kingdom that  was  foreshadowed by an  earthly physical  kingdom named Israel.   It  is  the  greatest
kingdom on this earth.  It will never be replaced (Heb. 12:28).  Kingdoms of this earth will come and
go.  Nations will rise to power and then fall, but the kingdom of God will stand forever.  Phil 3:20 says,
"For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ
"(NKJ).  We are citizens of a heavenly kingdom.  Many in this world teach that Christ will someday
return to this earth to reestablish the throne of David in Jerusalem.  They say Christ will reign on the
throne of David and make the nation of Israel the most powerful nation on earth.  These ideas are
caused by a lack of understanding of what the church really is.  The church will stand forever.  It will
not be replaced by another physical kingdom of Israel.  We must realize what a great kingdom we live
in today.  Let us give thanks to God that we are citizens in the greatest kingdom of all --- the church of
our Lord.


