
Temple 

People of all religions have constructed temples almost since
the  beginning  of  time  as  a  place  to  worship  their  gods.   It  was
believed that the gods manifested themselves to the people and lived
in the temples that the people had built for them.  Because of this,
temples were considered to be sacred buildings.  The Israelites had a
similar belief concerning their temple.  The difference between Israel
and the pagan nations around them was that the temple built by the
Israelites was for the true God.  Their temple was the dwelling place
of  the  one  true  God and a holy place  of  worship.   The Israelites
gathered in their temple to worship in the presence of God.

Since the Israelite nation had wandered in the wilderness for
forty years and then spent many years conquering their Promised Land, they had not been afforded an
opportunity or a suitable place to build a temple for God.  So, shortly after David conquered Jerusalem,
the Lord spoke to him through the prophet Nathan concerning the building of a temple.  2Sam. 7:4-6
states,

And it came to pass that night, that the word of the Lord came unto Nathan, saying, Go
and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lord, Shalt thou build me an house for me to
dwell in?

The Lord told David that he had lived in a small tabernacle for many years and now he wanted David
to build him a house.  One point must be made about the relationship between the tabernacle and the
temple and that is they both served as a dwelling place for God.  They served basically the same
purpose.  The tabernacle was relatively small and could be moved from place to place. The temple was
to be constructed in Jerusalem where it would remain.  The main difference is that one was small and
portable, but the other was large and stationary.  David was never able to actually build this temple
because of the wars in the land, so his son Solomon finally constructed the building (1Kings 5:3-5).

Just as the tabernacle was a pattern of the church today, the
temple  is  also  a  pattern  of  the  church.   This  building  was  the
dwelling  place  of  God  (2Sam.  7:5).   Just  as  God  dwelt  in  the
temple in Old Testament times, he dwells in his spiritual temple
today.  1Cor. 3:16-17 says,

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  If any man defile the temple
of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are.

We  commonly  interpret  this  passage  as  referring  to  individual
Christians.  These verses are written in the context of 1Cor. 3:9
which says, "For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building."
The building, which is under consideration in this passage, is the temple.  The church is the temple of
God.  It  really makes no difference if  we interpret  the temple in  these verses as being individual
Christians or the church because the church is made up of Christians.  Therefore, the meaning will
remain the same regardless of whether it refers to individual Christians or the collection of Christians
who make up the church.

The church is that spiritual building which the Lord built for his children to dwell in.  Zechariah
6:12-13 states,

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man
whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build



the temple of the LORD: Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne:
and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.  

These verses explain that the BRANCH who is Jesus (Jer. 23:5-6) would build the temple of the Lord.
We know what Jesus built.  In Matt. 16:18 Jesus said, "I will build my church."  The temple is used in
prophecy as a description of the church and was a pattern that we can use to learn more about the
church  that  Jesus  built.   Zechariah  6:13  says  that  Jesus  would  sit  upon  his  throne,  which  agrees
perfectly with the  information presented  in  the  previous  section  concerning Jesus  sitting upon the
throne of David.  The church is the temple of God and is also his kingdom, and Christ is sitting on the
throne.  Jesus is also our High Priest (Heb. 9:11). Thus as our King and High Priest, Jesus sits on the
throne of David and rules over his kingdom which is made up of Christians.

This  is  an  excellent  place  in  our  study to  demonstrate  how many of  these  symbols  work
together.  The throne of God is located in the spiritual kingdom (church) today just as the physical
throne of King David was located in the physical kingdom of Israel.  Christ is reigning on the throne of
David, and he is dwelling among his people.  2Cor. 6:16 states,

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?  for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.

When we become members of the church, we are entering the temple of God.  It is not a literal building
as was the temple in Jerusalem, but it is a spiritual temple where we worship God continually.  This
exact symbolism is used in Rev. 7:14-17.  In this vision, John sees a great multitude dressed in white
robes standing before the throne of God.  Verse 14 says that these people have come out of great
tribulation and made their robes white by washing them in the blood of the Lamb. This fits precisely
with the patterns that have been discussed in this book.  Believers in Christ come out of the great
"spiritual" tribulation of sin by washing their robes in the blood of the Lamb.  They cross the Red Sea
of the blood of Christ by going down into the waters of baptism.  When they come up out of these
waters, they are then members of God's kingdom and stand before his throne.  They are Christians.
Then, verse 15 says that after they wash their robes they are "before the throne of God, and serve him
day and night in his temple."  This is exactly what happens when one obeys the gospel of Christ.
Through baptism, we wash our robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb, and because of
this we enter the temple (church) where we stand before the spiritual throne of God and serve him
continually as  he  cares  for  our  spiritual  souls.   Rev.  7:16-17 explains  that  Christians  are  fed and
watered by the Lamb which is a likeness to the way God fed the children of Israel in the wilderness.
All of these figures and patterns work together, and they all teach us valuable lessons concerning the
church --- the spiritual kingdom that Christians dwell in today.

Some may question how the city of Jerusalem and the temple could both be figures of the
church since the temple was located inside Jerusalem.  The symbolism of the city of Jerusalem employs
symbols such as the wall, gates, and street.  The temple stresses mainly our close relationship with God
in worship.  The city of Jerusalem and the temple both illustrate important characteristics about the
church by using their different features.  It is simply two different ways of describing the church.  We
do this in our conversations today.  If two people were asked to describe some object, they would most
likely choose different words and illustrations to describe different aspects of that object.  This is how
the Lord describes the church.  He uses many different items and events to describe the many different
aspects of the church.  Many Old Testament figures are descriptive pictures of the church.

Since both the city of Jerusalem and the temple are symbols of the church, some passages in
Revelation could be confusing.  For example, Revelation 21:22 says that no temple exists in the new
Jerusalem.  Is this a conflict in interpretation?  Absolutely not.  We must first understand how the
figures of the temple and Jerusalem are being used.  This passage is dealing with the features of the city
of Jerusalem.  The temple was located in the city and the people had to go to the temple to worship



because  this  was  the  place  where  God  dwelt.   Today,  no  literal  building  stands  inside  the  "new
Jerusalem" (church).  God dwells among his people at any place and at any time.  Thus, the temple is
being used as a symbol in the city of Jerusalem to show that during the Christian age, we will not have
to go to a specific physical place to worship God.  We can worship anywhere the saints desire to gather.

The church is made up of Christians, and it is the temple of God.  As members of the church, we
are gathered into his temple to worship.  Compare this concept to any literal organization or club with
which you are familiar.  If you are a member of that organization, you represent it in any situation in
which you find yourself because people associate you with that organization.  They draw conclusions
about your organization by your actions.  You represent the organization wherever you go.  In order for
the organization to conduct business, its members must come together.  The organization is not the
building in which they meet.  It is the people gathered to conduct business.  If the members never
gathered together, the organization would soon cease to exist and the building would fall down.  These
things are true concerning the church.  Christians are the temple of God, which is the church.  We
represent the church in the daily situations of our lives.  We gather together as the temple of God in
order to worship him.  If the church never gathered together, it would soon lose its identity as a church
and cease to exist.  It is also important that every member of the church understand this.  If someone
quits attending meetings of some club or organization, they soon become unaware of the business being
conducted.  Even though they may keep their names on the roll by paying membership dues, they are
really not a part of the organization.  We cannot fool God by just keeping our names on a membership
roll.  We must be a working part of the church, for we are the temple of God.


