
Gathering into the Church 

After  David's  death,  his  son  Solomon
reigned as king over the nation of Israel, and God
blessed him with wisdom and riches.  He built the
temple  that  his  father  David  could  not  build
because of wars in the land (1Kings 8:18-19).  The
building  projects  of  Solomon  required  great
amounts  of  labor  and  money,  so  he  began  to
oppress the people and tax them heavily. Because
of this, a great amount of discontent grew among
the  people.   When  Solomon  died,  his  son
Rehoboam  oppressed  the  people  even  more.
Finally,  the  ten  northern  tribes  rebelled  against
Rehoboam and appointed Jeroboam as their king.  This Northern Kingdom became known as Israel or
Ephraim.  Samaria became the capital city of the Northern Kingdom.  Two tribes, Judah and Benjamin,
retained Rehoboam as their king and Jerusalem as their capital city.  This Southern Kingdom became
known as Judah.  Corrupt kings ruled from time to time in both kingdoms, and the people fell further
and further away from God.  Prophets were sent to warn the people of God's anger and to encourage
them to repent.  The people failed to heed those warnings and continued to worship God in ways he had
not commanded.  They also accepted the pagan gods of nations around them and began to worship
them.  Because of their acceptance of other gods, God became very angry with the people of both Israel
and Judah.  In fact, he became so angry with them that he allowed other nations to make war against
them and eventually take them as slaves.  Assyria plundered and destroyed the Northern Kingdom of
Israel and much of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, but God did not let them take Jerusalem (2Kings
19:32-36).  Eventually, because of the sins of the people, God allowed Babylon to conquer Jerusalem.
God caused Israel to fall because they had left his ways (Micah 3).  He drove them from their Promised
Land and caused them to be slaves in other countries.  They were spread throughout the nations of the
world.  This is almost identical to the situation of Adam and Eve being cast out of the Garden of Eden.
Israel brought this destruction upon themselves because of their disobedience to God.  A statement in
Jeremiah 32:37 shows that God had driven them out of their land because he was displeased with them.
It says, "whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath."  Because the
people had turned away from God, he became very angry with them and drove them out of their land,
and they were scattered abroad to live in many other countries.

God was angry with Israel, but in the same verse that he expressed his anger (Jer. 32:37), he
said, "Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them."  The question that
must be answered now is when did he gather his people together again or has it yet taken place?  Many
in the religious world today believe that the Jews will be gathered from all nations of the earth back to
the literal country of Israel,  where Christ will lead his people to fight against the anti-Christ in the
battle of Armageddon.  They believe that Christ will be victorious and establish his throne in Jerusalem
to reign for one thousand years on this earth.  Much of this theory is developed from passages in the
Old Testament that tell about the gathering of the Israelites back to Jerusalem.  This misunderstanding
of  the  prophetic  scriptures  comes  from the  fact  that  they do not  understand the  concept  of  "new
Jerusalem."  The comparison being used in this type of prophetic language deals with the comparison
between literal Jerusalem and spiritual Jerusalem.  At this point in our study, it should be clear that
"spiritual  Jerusalem"  is  the  church.   In  the  Old  Testament,  the  gathering  of  the  nations  back  to
Jerusalem is speaking of the gathering of people from all countries into new Jerusalem, the church,
rather than the migration of Jews back to literal Jerusalem.  The Jews were gathered back to Jerusalem



when Christ came to earth the first time.
God had scattered the people of Israel all over the world.  Jews may have been in every nation

on the earth.  Again, we learn this from Ezek 36:24 which says, "For I will take you from among the
heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land."  In Acts 2:5 we
find that devout Jews "from every nation under heaven" were come together in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost to celebrate the feast.  These Jews who had been scattered throughout all nations of the world
were going to have an opportunity to return to a new Jerusalem.  God was going to gather them again
unto himself.  As Peter stood to preach the first gospel sermon, they were hearing God's call to come
back to him.  On that day, three thousand were gathered into new Jerusalem as they repented of their
sins and were baptized into Jesus Christ.  Matthew 23:37 says,

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent
unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

Many of the prophets had spent their entire lives warning Israel to turn from their sins and come back
to God, but time after time, they refused to listen.  The Jews had gotten themselves into such a terrible
spiritual situation that it seemed as if they had no way out, but God provided a way.  He sent his only
Son, Jesus Christ, into this world to provide a way for the Jews to receive forgiveness of their sins.  At
the same time, he brought salvation unto the Gentile nations.  God loved mankind enough that he was
willing to send his only Son to earth to die in order that all people might be gathered into the new
Jerusalem.  Some of the Jews heeded the words of Christ and came to him, but many of them refused
his teachings and continued in their ways of sin.  Christ was gathering the people back into a spiritual
kingdom rather than an earthly kingdom.  The Jew's refusal to accept Christ as the Messiah did not stop
him from setting up his spiritual kingdom.   Jesus said, "I will build my church" (Matt. 16:18), and he
did just that.  The church was established through the teachings of the apostles on the day of Pentecost.
He gave mankind a new country, a new land, a new Jerusalem, but it was spiritual in nature.  It was
offered to the Jews first (Matt. 10:5-6), but after they refused to hear, it was then offered to the Gentiles
(Matt. 28:19).  Christ gathered people from all nations into this new spiritual Jerusalem.

It was prophesied that a time would come when Israel would no longer praise God because he
delivered them from the land of Egyptian bondage.  Instead, they would praise him for delivering them
from all countries where he had driven them.  Jer 23:7-8 states,

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that they shall no more say, The
LORD liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; But, The
LORD liveth, which brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the
north country, and from all countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in
their own land.   

According to Jer. 23:5-6, this was to take place when Christ came to this earth.  It reads,
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch,
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.
In his days Judah shall  be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name
whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

When Christ  came to  this  earth  the  first  time,  he  attempted  to  gather  all  the  Israelites  who were
scattered abroad into a spiritual kingdom.  They were going to once again dwell safely in their own
land, but this time it was a spiritual land --- the church.  We also see in Isa. 59:20-60:5, that the Gentiles
would come to Christ at this time.  When he gathered all nations into his spiritual kingdom, the people
would no longer praise God for delivering them out of the physical bondage in Egypt.  Instead, they
would praise him for delivering them out of spiritual bondage and bringing them out of all countries
where he had driven them into a new spiritual land of their own.

When Christ  came to earth  to  gather  the  Jews back to  him,  he  also brought  the  Jews and
Gentiles together into one kingdom.  Up until this time, the Jews had been God's chosen people and



were the only ones subject to the Law of Moses.  Isa. 59:20-21 says,
And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in
Jacob, saith the LORD.  As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My
spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out
of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed,
saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.

When the Redeemer (Christ) came to Zion, he made a new covenant with the people that would remain
in effect forever.  The gospel is the new covenant that Christ made with the people, and it is the light of
the world. Isa. 60:3-5 reads,

And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.  Lift
up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to
thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.  Then
thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come
unto thee.   

In John 8:12, Jesus calls himself the "light of the world."  When Christ came to earth the first time, he
brought light to the world, and the words that he left with us are still the light of the world today.  At
this time, the Gentiles came to the light (Isa. 60:3).  The Jews and Gentiles would both "flow together"
(Isa. 60:5) into one spiritual kingdom, the church.  Eph. 3:5-6 says,

Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed
unto  his  holy  apostles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit;  That  the  Gentiles  should  be
fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.

It was not revealed to the people under the Law of Moses how the Jews and Gentiles would be united
into the same body.  However, the union was made known when Christ gave the gospel to all men.  The
Jews and Gentiles were gathered together from all nations of the earth into one spiritual kingdom as
they followed the teachings of the gospel and were added to the church.

God became angry with Israel in Old Testament times, but he did not forsake them.  He loved 
them and sent his Son to die for them.  He gave them a new land, a new city, in which to dwell.  He 
gathered back unto himself all those Jews who would come.  In addition, he gathered the Gentiles who 
would accept him into this one nation, the new Jerusalem, which is the church ---a spiritual kingdom 
for God's people to inhabit.  The Lord is no longer angry with his people.  He will not drive us out of 
that spiritual kingdom and destroy it as he drove the Jews from Jerusalem and destroyed it (Zech. 
14:11).  We may fall short of his expectations, but the blood of Jesus Christ is there to provide 
forgiveness for us.  He has gathered his chosen people, Christians, back unto him in the church.  We 
dwell in the land he has prepared for us, and he walks and talks with us today just as he did with Adam 
and Eve in the garden.  The difference is that we are gathered into a spiritual garden rather than a 
physical garden.


