
Covenant of Peace 

The world in which we live today is in constant turmoil.  As we read the newspaper, listen to the
radio and watch the television, we are constantly made aware of fighting, killing, robbery and all types
of evil.  We are afraid to leave home without locking our doors.  We buy anti-theft devices to put on our
vehicles.  Gangs seem to be taking over our large cities, as well as invading smaller communities.
Governments still oppress people in many places and nations are at war.  Jesus told us in Matthew
chapter 24 that this situation would exist in the world until he comes again.  Matt. 24:6a says, "And ye
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars."  Then in verse 7 we read,

For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be
famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

With all of these problems in the world, one of man's greatest desires is to have peace.  However, we
must remember as we study about peace, that God never promised Christians a peaceful life.  In fact,
the exact opposite is true.  In Luke 6:22, Jesus tells his disciples,

Blessed are ye when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's
sake.   

Considering all the problems in this world, it seems that Christians are destined to have a life of turmoil
and hardship, but Jesus also said in John 14:27a, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you."  It
appears contradictory for Jesus to say in one place that Christians will live lives of turmoil, but in
another that he will give us peace.  We know that Jesus did not contradict himself on this point, so we
must determine what peace Jesus was speaking about in each of these two statements.  In John 16:33,
Jesus said,

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.   

In this verse Jesus speaks of both tribulation and peace.  He says that Christians will have tribulation in
this world, but he also says that his words will enable us to have peace.  The answer to how Christians
will have both tribulation and peace is found in Romans 5:1 which says, "Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."  The peace Christians have in this world
is peace with God.  It is not peace among the nations or peoples of the world because that will never
completely take place.  Instead, it is a spiritual peace we have with God, knowing that we are in a close
relationship with him and that we will eventually live eternally in heaven with him.

It is easy for us to understand that today Christians can have peace for our souls.  Many of us
have heard that preached and taught all our lives, but the point we want to stress here is the contrast
between our situation today and that of the people who lived under the Law of Moses.  Those people
did not have peace.  The physical nation of Israel, which was a likeness of the true spiritual Israel to
come, was a nation of war.  In order to capture their Promised Land, they had to defeat the people
living there in actual battle. As long as they were faithful to God, he would be with them in their wars
and they would be successful.  If they disobeyed God, he would forsake them and they would be
defeated.  Throughout much of the history of the nation of Israel, the people had no physical peace.

As was studied earlier, while the Israelites dwelt in the land of Egypt, much time was spent in
physical bondage.  In the later times of the kingdom of Israel, the people spent much time in exile and
slavery in Assyria and Babylon.  Their lives were filled with trials and tribulations.  In fact, the only
time when Israel was at peace was when they were following the words of God.  Since Israel so often
disobeyed God, they experienced very little time of peace.  Not only were the Israelites not at peace
with the nations around them, but they also were not at peace with God.  They proved time and again
that they were not capable of following the ways of God.  Just reflect upon some of the times that Israel
disobeyed God.  Even while Moses was on mount Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments, Israel fell



away by making a golden calf to worship.  To punish them, Moses ground up the calf,  mixed the
powder in water and made the children of Israel drink it (Exod. 32:20).  They did not trust God to
deliver the Promised Land into their hands, so they had to wander in the wilderness for forty years.
Even Moses disobeyed God by smiting the rock the second time, and because of his disobedience he
was refused entrance into the Promised Land.  The list could go on and on.  The point is that the old
Law of Moses did not provide for the immediate forgiveness of sins.   Hebrews 2:2b says,  "every
transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of reward."  They were punished for every
sin they committed.  Romans 3:23 says, "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God."
Since they had all sinned, they were all subject to punishment.  According to Hebrews 10:3, the blood
of bulls and goats, which they offered for their sins, did not forgive or take away their sins.  Those
same sins were remembered again every year (Heb. 10:3).  Since the Law of Moses did not provide for
the complete forgiveness of sins and all had sinned, the people could not have spiritual peace with God.
Speaking of the children of Israel, Isaiah 59:2 states, “But your iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear."  The sins of the people
had separated them from God.  God can have nothing to do with sin so he had turned his face away
from them or as the verse says, he "hid his face from them."  Israel was in a terrible spiritual situation.
Speaking of this spiritual situation of the children of Israel, Isaiah 59:10-12 says,

We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at
noon day as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men.  We roar all like bears,
and mourn sore like doves; we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it
is far off from us.  For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify
against us; for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them.   

The people were compared to those who stumble around in darkness.  They were roaring like bears and
mourning like doves.  They were in distress over their spiritual situation with God.  The reason for this
spiritual distress is given in verse 12.  They were in sin with no way of receiving forgiveness.  Verse 11
says they were looking for salvation, but there was none.  The answer to their dilemma is found in
Isaiah 59:16-17.  The Lord says,

And  he  saw  that  there  was  no  man,  and  wondered  that  there  was  no  intercessor:
therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.
For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head;
and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak.

Jesus would come to earth and take away their sins.  This would bring spiritual peace between God and
man.  God would no longer hide his face from his people, but instead, he would hear their prayers and
reach out his arm of salvation to them because of the sacrifice of Jesus.  Colossians 1:20 says,

And having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things to
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  

Through his blood on the cross, Jesus made peace between God
and man.  He reconciled all things to God.  He brought man back
into  a  close  relationship  with  God,  which  parallels  the
relationship Adam and Eve experienced in the Garden of Eden
before their fall.

When  Jesus  brought  man  back  into  this  close  spiritual
relationship  with  God,  he  also  established  a  new  covenant
between  God  and  man.   He  did  away with  the  old  covenant,
which was the Law of Moses, and brought in a new covenant, the
gospel of Christ.  Isaiah 59:21 states,

As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord;
My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor



out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord,
from henceforth and for ever.

Isaiah  prophesied  of  a  new covenant  to  be  established between  God and man,  and  the  following
passage in Hebrews shows that Jesus established this new covenant.  Hebrews 8:6-8 says,

But  now hath  he  obtained  a  more  excellent  ministry,  by how much  also  he  is  the
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.  For if that
first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second.  

Also speaking of these two covenants, Hebrews 8:13 states,
"In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old,
Now that  which decayeth and waxeth old is  ready to vanish
away."  This new covenant is a covenant of peace because it
provides for the total and complete forgiveness of sin.  It brings
spiritual peace between God and man.

This  covenant  of  peace  was  prophesied  by  Ezekiel  in
Ezekiel 37:26-28 as he spoke these words of God,

Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with
them;  it  shall  be  an  everlasting  covenant  with
them: and I will place them, and multiply them,

and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.  My tabernacle also shall
be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And the heathen
shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of
them for evermore.  

As  studied  before,  the  tabernacle  is  a  pattern  of  the  church  and  the  sanctuary was  a  part  of  the
tabernacle.  The sanctuary was the dwelling place of God, so God dwells among Christians today in the
true tabernacle, which is the church, just as he dwelt in the literal tabernacle in the wilderness under the
Law of Moses.  In the above passage in Ezekiel, God states, "I will be their God and they shall be my
people."  Christians are the people of God today, and we live under a law of peace which has brought
us back into a close relationship with God comparable to that which Adam and Eve experienced in
Eden.  We walk and talk with God in spiritual Eden just as Adam and Eve walked and talked with God
in physical Eden.

God is concerned about the spiritual welfare of mankind.  As has been discussed previously, we
will always face hardships on this earth for our physical bodies, but we can have spiritual peace for our
souls through Jesus Christ.  John 16:33 says,

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world ye
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.   

We too can overcome this world of sin.  1John 5:4-5 says,
For  whatsoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  world:  and  this  is  the  victory  that
overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?  

Jesus overcame this world by his death, burial and resurrection.  We overcome this world of sin in the 
same manner.  We follow this pattern of Jesus by our death, burial and resurrection in the waters of 
baptism (Rom. 6:4-6).  When we do this, we are following the commands of Jesus that he established 
through the gospel, which is the covenant of peace.  Our sins are forgiven and we are again in that close
relationship with God.  We have spiritual peace, but this does not mean that our work is finished.  We 
must keep ourselves in that close relationship with God, or he will hide his face from us because of our 
sins.  Rev. 2:26 tells us that when we overcome, we must then keep his works "unto the end."  When 
we obey the gospel, we bring spiritual peace between God and ourselves.  Even though this world 
holds many physical trials and hardships, if we continue to do the works of God, we can have spiritual 
peace for our souls.


