
No Tears 

Before concluding this study, other prophetical statement needs to be discussed so that we may
better  understand our relationship to  God in the church today.   Isaiah records  several  magnificent
prophecies dealing with a time to come when Israel would cease from their sorrows, and their tears
would be wiped away.  In order to understand these prophecies, we must first determine the exact time
in which this would occur.  Let us first examine the prophecy of Isaiah 60:20, where he says there
would come a time in Israel when the "days of thy mourning shall be ended."  The question then
becomes: when will these days of mourning cease?  The context of this chapter deals with the first
coming of Christ. In verse 3 of that chapter we read, "And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising."  So, the days of mourning for Israel were to cease at the same
time the Gentiles were to come to the light.  Light and darkness have always been used as symbols of
good and evil.  The light of the world is the gospel that Jesus brought.  Speaking of this gospel, Paul
stated in 2Tim. 1:10-11,

But  is  now made manifest  by the  appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who hath
abolished  death,  and  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  gospel:
Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  

The Gentiles came to the light through the teachings of the gospel.  Jesus gave us the gospel, so the
Gentiles came to the light at the first coming of Christ.  Since the days of mourning for Israel ended
when the Gentiles came to the light, then Israel's days of mourning ended at the first advent of Christ.

We now have established the point in time when the tears of Israel were wiped away, but the
question remains as to how this took place.  In Isaiah 59:11-12, Isaiah is describing the terrible spiritual
condition of the nation of Israel as he states,

We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is
none; for salvation, but it is far off from us.  For our transgressions are multiplied before
thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our
iniquities, we know them.   

They  had  forsaken  the  true  God  for  other  gods  and  were  in  the  clutches  of  sin.   They  needed
forgiveness and a Savior.  Though they looked for salvation, it was far from them.  They wept because
of their unanswered cries for salvation.  The tears, which Israel would have wiped away at the first
coming of Christ, were the tears of sorrow for sin.  The answer to their need for salvation is given in
Isa. 59:20 which says, "And the Redeemer shall come to Zion."  This can be none other than Jesus
Christ.  Verse 17 says,

For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head;
and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak.

He would bring salvation to a world lost in sin.  He would be the Savior of all people of all times. The
blood he shed on the cross was for the forgiveness of the sins of those who lived before him as well as
those who lived after him.  Speaking of Christ, Heb. 9:15 says,

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.   

So, how were the days of mourning ended when Christ came the first time?  The answer to this lies in
the fact that he removed the pain and sorrow of their sins.  This statement in Isa. 60:20, "and the days
of thy mourning shall be ended," is the answer to the cries of the people in Isa. 59:11, "We roar all like
bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off
from us".  In 59:11, they were mourning because of the guilt of sin.  They were looking for salvation.
Isaiah then told them in 60:20 that Jesus would come to this earth and wipe away those tears of sorrow
for sin.  Jesus came to earth and died to bring salvation to those who lived under the first testament,



which was the Law of Moses.  This was the salvation for which Israel had been looking.  They were
mourning and weeping up until this time, because they had no way of receiving forgiveness of their
sins.  Jesus was the one who put on the breastplate of righteousness and the helmet of salvation and
brought the gospel to this world to redeem all mankind from sin.  Therefore, the reason for the weeping
and crying of the Israelites is given in verse 12 which states,

For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our
transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them.   

These tears were wiped away when Jesus came to this world and died on the cross.  He brought the
light of the gospel into the world through his death and resurrection.  He put on the helmet of salvation
and brought forgiveness to all who had been obedient under the Law of Moses and to all who follow
him today.

Notice also that the statement in Isa. 59:20a, "And the Redeemer shall come to Zion" coincides
perfectly with the information presented earlier in this book concerning Zion.  Jesus brought the gospel
to this world, established the church, and now reigns in mount Zion (Micah 4:7).

This time when the sorrows of Israel would cease is further described in Isaiah 60:18 as a time
when there would be no more violence.   Unlike the nation of Israel who conquered other nations
through wars and violence, the church does not use force to bring people into it.  Instead, the church is
a peaceful people who fight battles for Christ by preaching and teaching his word.  The church is not a
violent kingdom.  At the time when the violence ceased, the days of their mourning were to be ended.

Jesus did not come to earth to take away the pains and sorrows of this physical life.  In fact, just
the opposite is true.  Jesus told his disciples that they would have to suffer for his cause (1Pet. 4:16).
Throughout the history of the Christian dispensation, Christians have suffered for Christ, so the tears
Jesus wiped away at his first coming were not the physical tears of this life.  Instead, they were the
spiritual tears of the guilt of sin. When a person is baptized, they come up out of the water rejoicing.
This rejoicing is not because some physical pain or illness has been cured.  They are rejoicing because
their sorrow for sin has been wiped away.  In Acts 8:26-40, we read the account of the conversion of
the Ethiopian eunuch.  Verse 39 says that after he was baptized, he "went on his way rejoicing."  He
rejoiced because his soul had been cleansed and his sins wiped away.  The same is true for the Israelites
who lived before Christ.  When he died, he took away the guilt of sin which had kept them in spiritual
bondage all their lives because the Law of Moses did not provide for complete forgiveness of sin (John
8:32-34).  They were no longer in a sinful relationship with God.  They rejoiced because they now
belonged to God.  They are now among his chosen people and a part of his kingdom that will spend
eternity in heaven.  This is cause for great joy.  Their tears of spiritual pain and sorrow are wiped away.

This same reasoning is used to understand Isaiah 35:8-10.  These verses state,
And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein.  No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon,
it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.   

We studied the symbolism concerning Zion in a previous section in this book and understand that it is a
description of the church in the Christian age.  When we therefore enter the church, our sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.  This is the same as saying our tears shall be wiped away.  When Christ died,
the sins of those who had followed God under the Law of Moses were also forgiven.  Their tears of
spiritual sorrow were wiped away.

One of the verses in Revelation that cause many to interpret the last two chapters of the book as
a description of heaven instead of the church is Rev. 21:4.  It says,

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are



passed away.   
This verse is telling us that when we enter the church, the spiritual pain and
sorrow for our sins are wiped away.  This takes place because the "former things
have passed away."  These former things are the laws and ordinances of the
Mosaic Age, which did not provide for the complete forgiveness of sin.  We are
now under the gospel of Christ that will wipe away the spiritual tears through
the forgiveness of our sins.  Notice that this  passage in Revelation also says
death will be no more.  Since the tears which were wiped away were spiritual in
nature,  this  "death"  must  also refer  to  spiritual  death.   This  is  precisely the
situation in the church.  When we enter the church, we overcome spiritual death.
This physical body will die, but our spiritual souls will live forever.  This is
always  contingent  on  the  fact  that  we  remain  faithful  throughout  our  lives.
Those who are a part of the church will never die spiritually.  They are subjects
in a kingdom that will last forever.

We need to realize that those in the church are the ones who have begun their spiritual lives.
They have passed from death to life.  Speaking of those who hear his words and believe them, Jesus
says in John 5:24b that they are "passed from death unto life."  Then he also states in John 5:25,

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.   

When those who are dead in sin hear  the words of Jesus Christ  and follow them, they pass from
spiritual death to spiritual life.

Jesus brought eternal life to light through the gospel.  Speaking of Jesus, 2Tim. 1:10 states,
But  is  now  made  manifest  by  the  appearing  of  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.   

We can have eternal life today by obeying the gospel of Christ.
It is truly wonderful to know that when we become a Christian, our tears of spiritual sorrow are

wiped away.  Unlike those who lived under the Law of Moses who had to wait for Christ to come to
wipe their tears away, we can live today in a close spiritual relationship with God as his chosen people.
Christians are the recipients of the great prophecy of Isaiah 30:19 which says,

For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be
very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer
thee.  

How great it is to be a member of the Lord's Church!


