
The Church 

God has always had a plan for mankind, even before the world
was formed (Eph. 1:4).  One extraordinary part of this plan is how
God used so many situations throughout the history of the world to
teach us lessons concerning the church.  He began with the Garden of
Eden as he formed a literal, physical garden according to the pattern
of  the  spiritual  garden  to  come.   He used  Noah  and the  flood  to
illustrate how we can avoid the final destruction of hell by being in

the  church.   He  used  the
nation  of  Israel  to  illustrate
how mankind would be delivered from sin and to show how
the church would exist in this present world while waiting for
its Promised Land of heaven.  In the
time  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  the
structure of the kingdom illustrated
how the  church  is  a  kingdom,  and
Christ  is  our  King sitting  upon his
spiritual throne.  The Old Testament
prophets  prophesied  of  the  first
coming  of  Christ  and  the

establishment of the church.  Jesus has fulfilled those prophecies by coming
into this world and dying on the cross to give man that spiritual kingdom
which was promised.  We now have that spiritual kingdom in the world today
and it is the greatest institution known to man.  It is the church of the living
God.

The church is truly our spiritual Garden of Eden. It is our spiritual
paradise upon this  earth and contains everything we need in order to live
eternally with God.  It is a spiritual garden with beauty beyond compare.  So
many times we think of the church as a place to go on Sunday and perhaps on Sunday night and
Wednesday night.  It is, however, far more than that.  It is the spiritual home of Christians today and a
great  spiritual  paradise  where  God dwells  among  his  people  on  this  earth.   The  church  provides
Christians an opportunity to walk and talk with God today just as Adam and Eve walked with God in
Eden.  If we desire to be with God, we must dwell in spiritual Eden.

The church is also the ark of God.  Jesus Christ built it
on the day of Pentecost.  Those who board this ark will escape
the fiery destruction of hell.  The door of the ark is open today
for anyone who wants to follow God, but someday God will

close  the  door.   At  that  time,  all
those  outside  the  ark  will  be
punished for all eternity in the fires
of  hell,  but  those  inside  the  ark
will sail safely to a place of eternal
rest prepared by God.

The church is the Israel of God today, and Christians are God's chosen
people.  As we cross the Red Sea of the blood of Christ,  we begin our
journey from the bondage of sin to the Promised Land of heaven.  We
journey  through  the  wilderness  of  this  world  where  many  trials  and



hardships come along the way.  However, if we are courageous on our journey and remain faithful to
God, a glorious Promised Land where we will dwell in mansions built by God awaits us.

The church is also our new Jerusalem.  It is a spiritual
city made of pure gold and surrounded by a great, high, massive
wall.   This  wall  will  keep  the  enemies  of  the  church  from
destroying  it.   It  also  provides  spiritual  protection  to  its
inhabitants from a world of sin.   Those inside the wall  have
been cleansed of their sins by the blood of the Lamb.  Those
outside the wall are living in a world of sin.  This wall separates
the people of God from the followers of the devil.  It is a great
spiritual wall of salvation.  Those who have passed through the
gates of this wall are saved from their sins and are living and
walking  in  God's  spiritual  city  today.   This  city  is  our  new
Jerusalem and it is also our spiritual garden of Eden.  It is the
church.

Even  though  the  wall  of  this  great  city  is  extremely
massive, the gates are open continuously (Rev. 21:25).  They
are not shut during the day or night (Isa. 60:11).  Entrance into
this city can be gained at any time, but God controls who passes
through these gates.  An angel stands at every entrance into the
city (Rev. 21:12).  Just as the angel whom God placed at the

entrance  to  the  Garden  of  Eden kept  Adam
and Eve from returning, the angels at the gates
to the church keep all sinners outside its walls.
Only those who have had their sins forgiven
are allowed to enter  this  spiritual  city.   The
prophet Isaiah tells us in Isa. 35:8 that "it shall
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools,
shall not err   herein."  

No one will accidentally wander into the church.  It must be a conscious effort on the part of every
individual to meet the requirements of entrance into this spiritual paradise.  Revelation 22:14 explains
how man may enter into this Eden as it states,

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city.  

Those who do his commands may enter the spiritual city of Eden where the tree of life is located.
Every person must decide if he is willing to follow the commands of God.  Acts 2:47b says, "And the
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved."   The Lord, not man, will add those to the
church who are being saved.  God will not place anyone in this Garden of Eden who has not obeyed his
commands and had their sins forgiven by the blood of the Lamb.  Forgiveness of sins is accomplished
by crossing the Red Sea of the blood of Christ through the waters of baptism.

We should point out that the church as described by God is pure in nature.  Some people may
come through the "church building" doors on Sunday morning and claim to be Christians, but they are
not.  Those living in a world of sin may profess Christianity, but they are not a part of the church as
God knows it.  Only those who are cleansed from sin are a part of the church.  Others may pretend to
be, but God knows the difference.  We must begin to view the church as God designed it.

Throughout the scriptures, God has used the most desirable physical objects of this earth to
describe the spiritual church.  By using these physical items, let us now examine the journey that every
individual must take if he or she desires to be a part of the spiritual Garden of Eden and eventually live
in heaven with God.  We will look at the path everyone must take from the bondage of sin to our



Promised Land of  heaven by following the pattern  of  events  used in  the  scripture to  explain  this
journey.  Hopefully, we will also learn more about the church by examining the physical items that God
used to describe it.  In the following discussion, the church will be referred to as the: (1) Garden of
Eden, (2) Ark, (3) New Jerusalem, (4) Temple, (5) Kingdom, (6) Zion, and (7) Israel.  Each of these
symbolic names has been previously discussed in detail in this study.  Please keep in mind that all of
these terms are used as symbolic descriptions of the church throughout the Word of God.  As we study
the journey that every individual must take in order to be pleasing to God, we must remember that we
are dealing with things that are spiritual in nature.  They are described in physical terms, but they affect
our spiritual souls.  Let us now examine the Biblical pattern of the journey from the bondage of sin to
our great spiritual Eden --- the church.

We will begin by examining the spiritual situation of all people before becoming members of
the church.  The very first thing we must do is realize that we are guilty of sin and have no hope of
eternal life.  We must believe that we stand condemned before God and experience the tears of sorrow
for those sins.  Anyone in this spiritual situation is in bondage to the devil and living his life as a slave
to sin.  One must  desire to be freed from those sins, be delivered from that spiritual bondage, and have
our tears of sorrow wiped away.  One can learn how to be freed from the bondage of sin in two ways:
(1) We can read the Bible and learn for ourselves what we must do in order to be freed from sin, or (2)
Some Christian must teach us.  As we study God's Word, we will realize that a spiritual city exists
whose inhabitants have been freed from the bondage of sin and are living a life of spiritual freedom.
Because of the beauty and value of this city, we should have a strong desire to live there and make
every attempt to find this city.  It is not difficult to find.  Almost everyone knows that this city exists,
but many people are too busy with the events of this world to be concerned with a spiritual city.  As we
continue searching through the Bible and understanding the message from God, we should understand
that God has told us we must repent of our sins, believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and obey
his commandments in order to gain entrance into his city.  This marvelous city is the church that Jesus
built.  See Matt. 16:18.   God has described his church as a marvelous city with a wall so massive and
high that it  would be impossible to break.   This wall  is made of pure jasper and its  foundation is
embedded with all types of precious stones (Rev. 21:18-20).  The gates are made of pearl (Rev. 21:21).
Nothing even imaginable to man can come near to the value of this  city.   Once we recognize the
tremendous value of this city, it should be our greatest desire to live there and have spiritual freedom
and spiritual wealth beyond compare.  We have found the pearl of great price (Matt. 13:45-46).  God
has told us in his Word that we must repent of our sins and confess before men that Jesus is the Son of
God.

The Apostles had a great desire to follow Jesus, and we must also have that same desire to
follow him and enter this glorious paradise.  The gates of this city are never closed (Rev. 21:25).  We
can enter at any time by obeying the commands of God.

The great, high wall is the dividing line between the saved and
the lost.   So, in order to become part of God's people, we must pass
through this wall.   Above the gates of this  city are the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel (Rev. 21:12).  The Israelites were God's chosen
people under the Law of Moses and Christians are the chosen people of
God today. Therefore, this city is where God's people dwell.

The message being proclaimed by those inside the city is that we
must do the commands of God in order to enter the city (Rev. 22:14).
Because of our sinful state, we feel the tears of sorrow for our sins, and
we are now ready to leave the bondage of sin and enter our spiritual
Eden.  We have decided to follow Christ.  As we attempt to escape the
world of sin, we come to the Red Sea of the blood of Christ.  On the
other side of this river is our Eden, the city of spiritual freedom.  We



know that the devil's army is attempting to keep us from crossing the
Red Sea, but thankfully, Christ is here to lead us across in the same
manner that Moses led the Israelites across the Red Sea.  We cross the
waters of the Red Sea as we submit to the waters of baptism.  As we
come up out of these waters, we feel a cleansing.  Our sins have been
washed away by the blood of the Lamb.  The guilt of sin has been
lifted  and  our  tears  are  wiped  away as  we  rejoice  because  of  our
salvation.  We pass through the great wall of salvation and enter new
Jerusalem.  It is the spiritual paradise of God, our Garden of Eden.

Once inside the city, we find its magnificence and beauty overwhelming.  It provides everything
we need in order to sustain our spiritual lives.  The light of this city is brilliant, but no sun or moon
regulates the light.  It is a constant spiritual light produced by the glory of God that will never fade
(Rev. 21:23).  Because God gives this light, no night exists in this spiritual paradise (Rev. 22:5).  As
long as we remain faithful to His teachings, we can remain in this great city and walk in the light of
God.  Those outside this city are living in spiritual darkness.  We have left  the world of spiritual
darkness behind to live in a glorious spiritual Eden.

The value of this city is beyond comprehension.  The street or highway we walk on in this city
is made of gold so pure that it is transparent like glass (Rev. 21:21).  The prophet Isaiah foretold of a
highway upon which the redeemed would walk (Isa. 35:8-9).  Gold has always symbolized value and
walking in the ways of the Lord is the most valuable event on this earth.  Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am
the way, the truth,  and the life."  Jesus Christ constructed this street or highway on which we are
walking in the spiritual city of God.  As we follow his teachings, we are walking in his footsteps on the
street of gold.  No one walks on this street except the redeemed.  Those we leave outside this beautiful
city are walking in the ways of the world.  They are following the devil in spiritual darkness.  In order
to walk on the street of gold, one must be inside the city.  Only those who are members of the Lord's
church can walk on this street of gold.  As Christians today, we need to realize what a marvelous
spiritual city we possess.  We have something so valuable that even the streets are paved with gold.  We
need to turn our attention from the corruptible things of this world and center on that which has value
beyond compare.

Upon entering, we can see the features of this marvelous city.  In
the  center  of  this  spiritual  paradise  stands  the  most  magnificent  tree
imaginable.  It is the tree of life.  Jesus is our tree of life, and if we
continue to  follow him,  he will  never  forsake us  because  this  tree  is
planted in the midst of the spiritual garden.  It will never move.  If we
remain faithful to him, he will always be there for us.  This tree bears
fruit continuously, twelve months out of the year (Rev. 22:2).  Just as the
tree of life in the original Garden of Eden would have given Adam and
Eve eternal physical life, this magnificent spiritual tree of life will give
us eternal spiritual life.  This tree also has healing properties.  It will heal the people of all nations of
this world if they will only come into the beautiful garden and eat of this tree (Rev. 22:2).  Anyone
from any nation on earth who does the will of God and enters into the spiritual paradise will be healed
spiritually by this tree of life.  We must remain faithful to God and do his will so we can always have
access to this tree of life.  We do not want to be barred from this tree like Adam and Eve were barred
from the tree of life in the original Garden of Eden.  If we sin, God will turn us back out into the world
to live with those who follow the devil exactly like he drove Adam and Eve out of their garden (Rev.
22:19).  The gate to the original Garden of Eden was closed behind Adam and Eve when they were cast
out, but the gates of our spiritual Eden are never closed (Rev. 21:25).  During the time of Adam and
Eve, the perfect sacrifice of the blood of Christ had not been made to cleanse man from his sins.  The
blood of Jesus has now been shed, so the gates of Eden are never closed.  If one falls back into the



ways of the world, he can still return to this city by asking forgiveness of his sins by speaking to the
Rock (Jesus).

As we examine other features of our spiritual Eden, we see that the tree of life is growing by the
river of water of life.  This water has healing properties that will quench the thirst of our spiritual souls
forever.  This river of water flows freely in the garden and it will never run dry.  God is the fountain of
these living waters (Jer. 2:13).  He supplies our every spiritual need.  These waters are the words that
Jesus  gave us  by which  we are to  live.   As he  told the  woman at  the well  in  John  4:14a,  "But
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst."  As we follow the teachings of
Jesus, we are drinking of the spiritual water of life that flows only in the church.  It is impossible to
remain outside the church and drink of the spiritual water of life.  Our physical bodies cannot exist
without water; neither can our spiritual souls expect to live without spiritual water.

As we live in this world today and preach the Word to a world lost in sin, the spiritual water of
life is flowing from us.  Jesus says in John 7:37b-38,

If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  He that believeth on me, as the
scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  

In spiritual Eden today, we can drink of the water of life and live spiritually forever.  At the same time,
it is our duty to proclaim the Word to a world lost in sin and offer this living water to anyone who is
willing to come into the city and drink (Rev. 22:17).

This water is as clear as crystal and completely pure (Rev. 22:1).  The spiritual water of life that
God provides has no impurities, and it is exactly what we need to sustain our spiritual lives.  We must
make sure that this water (gospel) does not become polluted with false teachings.  Man may pollute
these waters with his own ideas, but the water of life from God is totally pure.

The source of this water of life is the majestic throne of God (Rev. 22:1). God is sitting upon
this throne with Christ at his right hand.  Revelation chapter 4 describes this spiritual throne of God,
and chapter 5 pictures Christ taking his place on the throne at God's right hand.  This is the throne that
Christians worship today.  We are subjects in God's kingdom and Christ is sitting on the throne as King
over his people today.  It is the most powerful throne in existence.  We are part of a kingdom with such
great power that it gives us a feeling of security as never before known.  We realize that no power on
earth can harm this great city.  It is a kingdom that will stand forever.  All other powers of this world
pale in comparison to God's mighty throne.  We are the only kingdom of this world which will never be
shaken (Heb.  12:28).   The church will  stand forever.   At  the  end of  time,  Christ  will  deliver  the
kingdom up to God, and we will dwell in the place he has prepared for all eternity. The church will
move to its Promised Land of heaven. 

The people in this magnificent city are pictured as a great multitude of people standing before
the throne.  We are now a part of the people of God who are serving him day and night in his temple
(Rev. 7:15). Jesus is standing in the midst of this great crowd of people (Rev. 7:15; 1:12-13).  We are
following the Lamb wherever he goes (Rev. 14:4), and the Lamb is feeding us and leading us to the
fountain of waters (Rev. 7:16).  We neither hunger or thirst after spiritual righteousness, because God is
providing our every spiritual need (Rev. 7:17).  He is also protecting us and providing us a place of
shelter from the spiritual storms of this world (Rev. 7:16).  We should feel secure knowing that no one
is allowed to harm our spiritual lives as long as we follow the Lamb.

This is truly a glorious picture of the church today.  The spiritual throne of God is with us as he
dwells among his people.  As residents of this spiritual Eden, we are standing before the throne of God
and serving him day and night.  We are fed and watered through the Word he has given us.  This Word
provides everything we need in order to live spiritually forever.  If we remain faithful to God, the devil
and his followers cannot harm us spiritually.  God is protecting us. He is holding us in his hand and no
man can take us from him (John 10:28).  No force is powerful enough to remove us from the hand of
God.  It is our choice either to stay under the protection of God or leave that protection.  The church is
made up of those who are following the Lamb and are under his care. We are the servants of God, and



we are standing before his majestic throne in his spiritual paradise.
Another outstanding feature of this great multitude of people standing before the throne of God

is that they are all dressed in white robes.  Our spiritual clothes have been made as white as snow by
the blood of Christ.  White is the color of purity and holiness, and our white robes symbolize the state
of our spiritual being.  To be dressed in white robes is to show that the blood of the Lamb has cleansed
us.  As an explanation of how these robes were made white, Revelation 7:14b states, "These are they
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb."  Christians today wear the spiritual white robes of righteousness, because we have parted
the waters of the Red Sea and escaped the great spiritual tribulation of sin by washing our robes in the
blood of the Lamb.  These white robes show that we have been cleansed of our sins and are living in a
righteous state with God.  Isaiah described the sinful state of the nation of Israel as a people wearing
"filthy  rags."   Isaiah  64:6  states,  "But  we are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags."  The people outside the church today are wearing
"filthy rags" which symbolize the unrighteous state of their souls.  They may have their
filthy rags cleansed by washing them in the blood of the Lamb.  As they do this, they
become a part of the great multitude of people dressed in white robes who are standing
before the throne of God.  Speaking of the church,  Rev.  19:8 describes it  as being
"arrayed in fine linen, clean and white, for fine linen is the righteousness of saints."  All
Christians have had their filthy rags made white by washing them in the blood of the
Lamb.  We are wearing the white robes of righteousness, and we are standing before
God's throne in spiritual Eden.

In  order  to  remain  in  this  pure  state  in  the  sight  of  God,  we must  keep  our  robes  clean.
Ephesians 5:25-26 states,

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for
it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.   

Christians are wearing the white robes of righteousness today, and we must keep them spotless.  When
Christians gather together into a building to worship God, it is a gathering of the great multitude who
are wearing white robes of righteousness.  Let us begin to view the church as God views it.  Let us be
considerate of each other and realize that we are God's people and that he has given us the white robes
to wear.  We must strive to help each other keep our robes pure and white in the sight of God.

In Sardis, some had defiled their garments, but others had remained faithful and were walking
with Jesus in white because they were worthy (Rev. 3:1-6).  The Laodiceans had become apathetic.
They were neither hot nor cold.  Jesus told them to purchase white raiment that they might be clothed
(Rev.  3:14-22).   He  was  imploring  them to  turn  from their  sins  and  put  on  the  white  robes  of
righteousness.  This is exactly what the people of the world must do today in order to live with God.
They must turn from their sins and have their "filthy rags" washed in the blood of the Lamb in order to
make them spotless and white.

As a part of the great multitude dressed in white robes, we also join in singing a beautiful song
of praise and glory to God.  It is a new song that we can now sing for the first time (Rev. 14:3).  It is the
song of salvation (Isa 26:2).  It is the greatest song that can ever be sung by man.  Because of the
beauty of the sound of this singing, it is symbolically described as harpers harping with their harps
(Rev. 14:2).  No one can learn this song except those who have been redeemed.  Only those who have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb can sing the new song of salvation.

This great multitude who are dressed in white are also holding palm leaves in their hands (Rev.
7:9).  The palm leaves are symbolic of our service and work for the Lord.  When Jesus rode the young
donkey into Jerusalem, the people laid palm branches in front of him to indicate their servitude toward
him (John 12:13-14).  As Christians, we have had our robes cleansed by the blood of the Lamb, and we



are serving him day and night in his temple, the Eden of God, which is the church (Rev. 7:15).
As Christians, we make up this great multitude of people dressed in white robes.  The blood of

the Lamb has redeemed us and the tears of sorrow for sin have been wiped from our eyes (Rev. 21:4).
The pain and guilt of sin has been taken away, and our spiritual joy is complete in the Lord.  We are
also living eternal spiritual lives.  We will see no spiritual death, and we will live with God eternally if
we remain faithful to him in this spiritual paradise.

Christians today should be the happiest people on the earth.  We live in a spiritual paradise
where our sins are forgiven.  Unlike those under the Law of Moses whose sins were remembered every
year, the sins of Christians are forgiven, never to be remembered again.  Our spiritual tears of sorrow
for sin have been wiped away.  Because of this, we will never experience spiritual death.  Just as Adam
and Eve could have lived in their Garden of Eden forever if they had not sinned, we can live in our
spiritual Eden forever.  When Adam and Eve sinned, they were cast from their Eden.  They experienced
the tears and sorrow for their sin, but they had no one to wipe the tears away.  When Christ came to this
earth and died for all mankind, he wiped the spiritual tears of sorrow for sin away.  When we sin today,
we can receive forgiveness because of the blood of Christ.  He will wipe our tears away, and we can
remain in our Eden for all eternity.

As God's children today, we live in this glorious spiritual Eden while on earth.  The church is
dwelling in the wilderness of this world and will continue to do so until Christ comes again. The church

will then cross our Jordan River and leave behind the
physical things of this world.  Our physical journey
through this wilderness of sin will come to an end,
and we will cross over to a spiritual Promised Land of
eternal  peace  and rest.   Only the  spiritual  Eden of
God,  the  church,  will  be involved in  this  crossing.
The  composition  of  the  church  will  not  change.
Those  people  who  are  members  of  the  church  on
earth will also be the ones to cross Jordan and dwell
in  heaven.   We  will  simply  change  places  of
residence.  

We will move from this earth to heaven as our place of eternal rest (Heb. 4:9).  We must learn to think
of the church as our eternal abode.  1Cor. 15:24a says, "Then cometh the end, when he shall have



delivered up the kingdom to God."  We live in that kingdom today, and it will eventually be taken to
heaven.  Just as Israel, and only Israel, crossed Jordan to the Promised Land, the church, and only the
church, will cross over from this earth to heaven.  Christ will come back to earth the second time to
lead his people across the Jordan River to our Promised Land.  This spiritual kingdom of the church
will then be moved to a spiritual dwelling place for all eternity.  The things that are true about the
spiritual nature of the church today will be the total situation in heaven because we will be spiritual
beings.  When the church enters heaven, we will no longer have this physical body.  As spiritual beings,
we will continue to enjoy all the spiritual blessings that God has given the church.  We have no way of
knowing or understanding what our spiritual body will be like, but we have been given a glimpse of
what heaven will be like through the spiritual nature of the church.  While on this earth, we live in a
physical body with all the pains and sorrows that accompany it; yet, Jesus has taken away our spiritual
pains and sorrows.  Since our spiritual tears of sorrow, pain and death have already been wiped away,
we will certainly not experience any of these tribulations when we live in a spiritual body.  We are
preparing ourselves to live in heaven as members of the Lord's church today.

God has always had a plan for man.  He began by placing man in the beautiful Garden of Eden.
Man proved that he was not capable of remaining in that garden because he was weak and sinful.  The
world became so corrupt that God determined to destroy it with water, but he provided a way for those
who would follow him to avoid this destruction.  He instructed Noah to build an ark.  Soon after the
flood cleansed the world,  the people turned from God again.   God then chose a people (Israel) to
prepare the world for Jesus.  He gave them a law to follow.  If they had continued to be obedient to
God's  law, they could have remained in their  Promised Land.  However,  once again man was not
capable of following the laws of God.  Israel sinned and their Promised Land was taken away.  The
only way man could possibly remain in a true relationship with God was to have a Savior who would
take away his sins.  Thus Jesus came to this earth and died in order that we might have forgiveness of
our sins. He once again gave man a beautiful Garden of Eden in which to live.   This time it  was
spiritual  in  nature.   Those  who  choose  to  follow him and  do  his  commandments  may enter  this
wonderful  spiritual  garden.  If  we  remain  faithful  to  him,  we  will  never  leave  our  Eden.   It  will
eventually be moved from this earth to heaven where its residents will spend eternity with God.  God
began by placing man in a beautiful paradise called Eden.  God's final revelation to man is a description
of the beautiful spiritual Eden in which Christians live today.  The Bible is truly a remarkable book that
records the journey of man from Eden to Eden.


