
Tree of Life 

Let us now examine some of the features of the garden that compare to our spiritual situation in
the church today.  First, let us look at the tree of life, which was located in the center of the garden.
God planted this marvelous tree in the midst of the garden to enable Adam and Eve to live forever.  It
was capable of sustaining the physical lives of Adam and Eve
for all eternity; therefore God had provided a way for man to
live forever in his presence.  Because of the power of this tree to
provide  eternal  life,  when  Adam and  Eve  sinned  they  were
expelled from the garden.  God will not allow anyone to live
eternally in a state of sin.  God is sinless, and in order for man
to live with him eternally, we must be in a sinless state.  When
God expelled  Adam and Eve  from the  garden,  he  placed  an
angel at the gate to block their way back to the tree of life.  Man
was then in a state of sin and doomed to death.  In order for man
to return to that close relationship with God, he had to have a
tree of life.  Since we can no longer return to the original Eden
to eat of that physical tree of life, we must have another tree,
and it has been provided for us.  Jesus is our tree of life.  He is

standing today in the midst of spiritual Eden,
the church.  This description is used in Rev.
22:2 as it states,

In the midst of the street of it,
and on either side of the river,
was  there  the  tree  of  life,
which  bare  twelve  manner  of
fruits,  and  yielded  her  fruit
every month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of
the nations.  

Just as a tree of life stood in the midst of the
original  Garden  of  Eden,  a  spiritual  tree  of
life is located in the midst of spiritual Eden
today.   It  is  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.

This is the fulfillment of the prophecy in Ezekiel 47:12 which says,
And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all trees
for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall
bring forth new fruit according to his months, because their waters they issued out of the
sanctuary and the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine. 

Anyone in any nation on this earth may be healed spiritually by eating of this tree of life. We do this by
obeying the words that Jesus has spoken.

Another passage in Revelation that illustrates this same point of Christ being in the midst of
spiritual Eden, the church, is Rev. 1:13.  It states, "And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man." According to Rev. 1:20, the candlesticks represent the seven churches of Asia
and that in turn must represent the entire church throughout the ages.  We know that Christ would not
dwell exclusively among those seven literal churches, so they must represent all true churches that exist
throughout the Christian dispensation.  Christ is therefore pictured as standing in the midst of all his
people.  He is the tree of life, and he is standing is the midst of the church today, healing anyone of



their spiritual illness who is willing to come unto him.  Just as the purpose of the tree of life was to
provide eternal physical life for Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, Jesus provides eternal spiritual
life for all who walk with him in spiritual Eden.

It should be noted that we must be in the church to eat of this tree of life because that is where
the tree is located.  Just as Adam and Eve could not eat of the tree of life and live physically forever
outside the Garden of Eden, man today cannot eat of the tree of life outside the church.  Revelation
22:14 says, “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,
and may enter in through the gates into the city.”  The only way we can enter into this beautiful garden
to eat of the tree of life is to do the commandments of God.  When we obey God, we enter through the
gates of our spiritual Eden and eat of the spiritual tree of life, which enables us to live spiritually
forever.  All others will be outside that garden (Rev. 22:15).  Spiritual life is attained by eating of the
tree of life located in the church and that spiritual life will continue forever if we keep ourselves in that
close relationship with God.  The old question as to whether one must be a member of the church to be
saved should be answered once and for all.  The church is the only place one may eat of the spiritual
tree of life.

It should also be pointed out that we must continually eat of this tree of life.  We must keep
ourselves in that close relationship with God.  As long as Adam and Eve were in the original garden,
they could continually eat of the physical tree of life.  Once they sinned, God stopped them from eating
of this tree and they were doomed to die.  Today if we keep ourselves in a proper relationship with
God, we can continually eat of our spiritual tree of life.  We are human however, and we will commit
sin; but when we sin we have an advocate with the father who will plead our cause for us.  (See 1Jno.
2:1.)  Because of the sacrifice Jesus made for us on the cross, God will forgive our sins and we can
continue to eat of the tree of life.  But, Heb. 10:25 says, "For if we sin willfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins." We too can be expelled
from Eden.  If we sin willfully, we no longer have that advocate to plead our cause before God.  Then,
just as Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden, we will be expelled from spiritual Eden.
We will no longer be able to eat of the tree of life and live forever.  This corresponds to Revelation
22:19 which states,

And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book. 

In this passage the "holy city" is another symbol describing the church.  It is the same as spiritual Eden.
The church is simply being described by another term.  This idea will be discussed later; but for now
the point is, we can be removed from spiritual Eden.  This may be the most definite statement in the

entire Bible concerning man's capability of falling from grace.  If we
sin willfully,  we will  be removed from the spiritual  Eden just  as
Adam and Eve were removed from the physical Garden of Eden.
We will not be able to eat of the tree of life, which means we will die
spiritually.

The world in which we live today has a great desire to extend 
physical life.  Imagine what a physical tree of life would be worth in
monetary terms.  People would give anything they possessed in 
order to eat of a physical tree of life that would extend their lives 
even for a short period of time.  Everyone in the world would do 
everything within their power to eat of the fruit of this tree.  Yet, the 

fact is, we have a spiritual tree of life of far greater value today.  It will give us eternal spiritual life in a 
heavenly home far beyond anything imaginable on this earth.  But, people offer all types of excuses 
and would seemingly do almost anything to avoid eating of this tree of life.  We must recognize what a 
valuable institution the church is.  It has value beyond compare since that is where the spiritual tree of 



life is located.  As members of the church, we can constantly eat of this spiritual tree of life which will 
enable us to live forever in a perfect spiritual home.


