
Water of Life 

Another feature of the Garden of Eden,
which is described in detail in Gen. 2:10-14, is
a  river  of  water  that  divided into  four  parts.
This passage reads,

And a river went out of Eden to water
the  garden;  and  from  thence  it  was
parted,  and  became  into  four  heads.
The name of the first is Pison: that is it
which  compasseth  the  whole  land  of
Havilah,  where there is  gold; And the
gold  of  that  land  is  good:  there  is
bdellium and the onyx stone.  And the
name of the second river is Gihon: the
same  is  it  that  compasseth  the  whole
land of Ethiopia.  And the name of the
third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria.  And the fourth
river is Euphrates.

The purpose of this  river was to water  the garden (Gen.  2:10).
Since  water  is  essential  for  all  plant  and animal  life  on this  earth,
obviously this water was necessary to sustain all physical life in the
garden.   A situation  identical  to  this  exists  in  the  church  today in
spiritual terms.  Those who live in the spiritual Garden of Eden, the
church, must drink spiritual water in order to live.  Let us be thankful
that God has provided that water  for us.   In the description of the
church in Rev. 22:1, this illustration is given: "And he shewed me a
pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the
throne of God and of the Lamb." Since we live in a spiritual garden,
this water must be spiritual water.  We have a river of spiritual waters
flowing in the church today, and it comes from the throne of God and
Christ.   What  are  these  spiritual  waters?   In  Jer.  2:13,  God  calls
himself  the
"fountain of living
waters."   God  is
the  source  of  all

our  spiritual  waters.   In  John  4:13-14,  as  Jesus
spoke to the woman at the well who was drawing
water, he said,

Whosoever  drinketh  of  this  water  shall
thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never thirst;
but the water that I shall give him shall be
in  him a  well  of  water  springing  up into
everlasting life. 



The literal water that the woman drew from the well would quench the thirst of the physical body, but
she  would  soon  become  thirsty  again  and  require  more
water.  Jesus told her that the water he could give her would
quench her thirst forever.  This must have been a reference
to spiritual water. The spiritual water supplied by Jesus will
sustain our spiritual lives forever.  In Matt. 5:6, the passage
we commonly call the Beatitudes, we read this statement
made  by Jesus,  "Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled."  In the
Christian dispensation,  those who hunger  and thirst  after
righteousness can be filled by drinking the spiritual water
of life.
The waters of the Garden of Eden were always present for
Adam and Eve to drink.  They never had to be thirsty as
long as they remained in the garden.  Today we can partake
of the spiritual water of life because we live in spiritual
Eden,  the  church.   This  spiritual  water  of  life  provides
salvation  for  our  souls.   This  is  prophesied  in  Isa.  12:3
which says, " Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of
the wells of salvation."  Today we can draw spiritual waters

out of the well of salvation as we become obedient to the teaching of the Word of God.  The water
being supplied by God and Christ that is flowing out from their throne is spiritual water, and it will
sustain our spiritual lives forever.  It is located in the church, our spiritual Eden.  Just as the river which
flowed through the Garden of Eden sustained life in the garden, the spiritual water of life flowing from
the throne of God in the church will sustain our spiritual lives forever.  Those waters that flow out from
the  throne  of  God today are  the  words  that  God gave  mankind  through Christ  and the  Apostles.
Revelation chapter 1 is a symbolic description of Jesus Christ and his relationship to the church.  In
verse 15 of that chapter, the voice of Jesus is described as the "sound of many waters."  Our spiritual
waters of life today are the words of Jesus Christ as we have them recorded in the Holy Scriptures.

This situation of the spiritual water of life becoming available to all mankind when Christ came
to earth the first time was prophesied many times in the Old Testament.  Zech. 14:8-9 states,

And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them
toward the former sea and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter
shall it be.  And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one
Lord, and his name one.

In the day that the Lord should be King over all the earth there would be a great flowing out of spiritual
waters.  Half of the waters would go to the former sea and half to the hinder sea.  This is a prophecy
that the living waters of salvation would flow in both directions from the cross.  It would forgive the
sins of those who lived and served God before Christ came, and it also provides forgiveness to all those
who live after Christ and follow him.  This is confirmed in Heb. 9:15 which states,

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

Also, speaking of Christ, Rom. 3:25 says,
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.



Salvation came at the cross to those who lived before Christ.  Micah 4:2b says, "For the law shall go

forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."  Zechariah said that "living waters" would
flow out from Jerusalem, and Micah said that the word of the Lord would go out from Jerusalem.
From these two passages we see that the word of the Lord and the living waters are one in the same.
They are also the same as the law of Christ.  When the living waters became available to mankind, the
Lord was also King over all the earth.  Today, he is King of kings and Lord of lords (1Tim. 6:15).

The water of life flowing out of the throne of God is available to the world today in the church.
If the world wants to partake of the spiritual water of life and live forever, they must be obedient to the
truth of the gospel and enter into the church where the water is located.  This is the great invitation
offered in Rev. 22:17.  It states,

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let
him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

As discussed before, Rev. 22:1 pictures the water of life flowing out from the throne of God into the
church, and anyone who wants to partake of that water must come into the church to do so.  Notice the
invitation is offered by the Spirit and the bride.  The Spirit of God gave the Word of God to mankind.
John 16:26 says,

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you. 

The Holy Spirit through the written word bids men to come into the church.  The "bride" is the church,
therefore all Christians as members of the church are bidding those outside to come in and take the
water of life freely.

Once someone drinks of the water of life by obeying the word of God, it is then his/her duty to
teach others the message of the gospel.  This is illustrated in John 7:37-38 which states,

If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.  He that believeth on me as the
scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 



After someone has filled himself with the living waters of life, it should freely flow out of him as he
teaches others the great message of the gospel of Christ.

Just  as  the  river  of  water  which flowed through the garden of  Eden would  have sustained
physical life in the garden for all eternity if man had not fallen, the spiritual water of life in the church
will sustain the spiritual life of man forever if he remains in a covenant relationship with God.  The
church is the spiritual Garden of Eden, and the water that waters our garden is the Word of God.  Those
who drink of those spiritual waters will live spiritually forever.

To address one particular point at this time appears necessary.  An ongoing discussion exists
among some as to which is most important, following Jesus or being a member of the church.  Some
would say that our salvation is in Jesus, not the church.  They would point out that the church cannot
save anyone; Jesus does that.  This is true, but the fact is that being a member of the church and
following Jesus are one in the same.  They cannot be separated.  If you went to visit someone, it goes
without saying that you would have to go where that person is in order to be with him.  If I were at my
home, you would have to visit me in my home.  Jesus dwells in the church, and to be with him you
must be in the church.  You cannot have a relationship with him in any other place.  The church is the
spiritual Eden that God gave man to dwell in while on this earth.  In order to walk and talk with God,
we must be in that place.  Salvation is in Jesus Christ, and he dwells with his people in spiritual Eden.
The saved are in the church.

The Garden of Eden was a glorious place, and it supplied all the physical needs of man.  The
church is also a glorious place, and it supplies all the spiritual needs of man.  We need to treasure that
which God has given us.  It is like an oasis in the desert to one who is lost.  The world is a barren,
spiritual desert with no food or water.  The church in contrast to the world is a spiritual oasis like the
Garden of Eden.  The contrast is so great it is hard to fathom.  Can you imagine how someone might
feel who was wandering in a desert, starving for food and water, and found the Garden of Eden?  That
is exactly what the church offers today.  It is the spiritual Garden of Eden in the midst of the spiritual
desert of this world.  To be a member of the Lord's church and be able to walk with God in spiritual
Eden is the greatest blessing in this world.


