
Noah 

After Adam and Eve sinned, they were cast from
the  Garden  of  Eden  and  forbidden  to  return.   God
punished man by cursing the ground and making him earn
his food by the sweat of his face, and he punished woman
by multiplying  her  pain  in  childbearing  (Gen  3:16-19).
Adam  and  Eve  thus  went  forth  from  the  garden  and
became  the  parents  of  all  living  human  beings  (Gen.
3:20).  Man however continued to be disobedient to God.
Cain  offered  unacceptable  sacrifices  to  God  and
eventually killed his brother Abel (Gen. 4:3-8).  As time
passed man became more and more corrupt.  By the time
of Noah, the world had become an extremely sinful place,
and  man  eventually  became  so  very  corrupt  that  God
grieved  that  he  had  made  man  (Gen.  6:6).   Only  one
faithful family remained on the earth and that was Noah's.
God  determined  to  purge  the  world  of  sin  before  it
became totally corrupt  by destroying it  with  water.   In
order  to  save  those  who  were  obedient  to  him,  God
instructed  faithful  Noah  to  build  an  ark.   As  Noah
constructed  the  ark,  he  preached  to  the  people  of  the
world.  He implored them to give up their sinful ways, but they refused.  This continued until the ark

was  completed.   Still,  no  one  but  Noah  and  his
family believed in God or thought that he would
destroy the world with water.  At God's appointed
time,  Noah  and  his  family  entered  the  ark;  God
shut the door, and they were saved from the great
flood that destroyed the world.

The period of time from the fall  of Adam
and  Eve  from  the  Garden  of  Eden  until  the
destruction of  the world by water  in the days  of
Noah can be compared to the time of the Christian
dispensation.  After the fall from Eden, man was in
a  state  of  sin,  having  left  that  close  relationship
with God.  Since God hates sin and will not tolerate
those  who  continue  in  it,  the  world  faced
destruction.   God,  however,  prepared  a  way  for
those  who would  turn  back  to  him to  avoid  the
impending destruction by instructing Noah to build
an  ark.   The  only  way anyone  could  avoid  this
destruction was to  turn from his  or  her  sins  and
follow the teachings of God.  Anyone who turned

back to God could have boarded the ark and been saved from the flood, but no one except Noah's
family chose to follow God.  Because of sin, the world today also faces destruction, not with water but
by fire.  Second Thessalonians 1:7-9 states,

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not



God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 

God saved those who were faithful from the flood, and he will also save those who are faithful from the
fire.  Just as Noah needed an ark to escape the destruction by water, the faithful of God today need a
way to avoid the destruction by fire. Jesus has prepared an ark for us today.  He built it on the day of
Pentecost.  It is a spiritual ark that will save man from the fiery destruction of hell at the end of time.  It
is the church.  Just as Noah preached the word of God to a world in sin during his lifetime, the gospel is
being preached to a world in sin today.  Those who listen to those teachings and obey them can enter
into this ark.  Just as the days of Noah's preaching came to an end, these days of the Christian age will
not last forever.  A time will come when people will refuse to hear the preaching of the gospel, and the
door of the ark will be closed.  Those outside the ark will be destroyed in a fiery hell.  Those who are
inside the ark will pass safely through this destruction to a place prepared by God for his people to live
with him for all eternity.



The ark was the vehicle that saved Noah and his family from the destruction God placed on a
world of sin.  The church is the spiritual ark built by the Lord that will save Christians from the fiery
destruction to come upon this world of sin.  Those inside the church will be delivered from the final
destruction  of  this  sinful  world  that  will  take  place  when  Christ  comes  again.   It  is  of  utmost
importance that we are inside the church.  The door of the ark is open today, as it was when Noah was
preaching and collecting animals of every kind.  At the appointed time, the door of the ark was closed
and no further entrance could be gained.  At the end of time the door of the church will be closed and
the destruction of this world will take place.  This is the time spoken of in Rev. 10:6b-7 as John states,

That there should be time no longer: But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,
when  he  shall  begin  to  sound,  the  mystery  of  God  should  be  finished,  as  he  hath
declared to his servants the prophets.  

The angel blows his trumpet in verse 15 of chapter 11.  Then 11:18 states,
And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they
should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets,
and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy
them which destroy the earth.

Those who have destroyed the earth by corrupting it with sin will be destroyed.  Only those inside the
church will be saved, and once the door is closed, no one else will be allowed to enter the church.

The preaching of the gospel today compares to the preaching of Noah before the flood.  Noah
preached to those around him and warned them that all who disobeyed God would be destroyed.  The
gospel is being preached today to a world in sin.  The people are being warned that God will destroy all
those who disobey him in the fires of hell.  Man still has time to hear the gospel, obey it and gain



entrance into the ark.  We can never be sure how long this time will last; thus it is imperative that we
not delay.  Only God knows the time he has appointed for Christ to return for his people (Matt. 24:36-
37).

The only way man can avoid the destruction to come at the end of time is to be aboard the ark
(church).  There is no other way, for there is only one ark, not many.  Some people in the world today
are trying to build their own ships to take them across the destruction of hell.  None of these ships will
make it.  The only ship capable of making it across the final destruction is the one prepared by Christ.
Just as Noah prepared the ark with the exact materials and in the exact dimensions as given by God,
Jesus prepared the church exactly according to God's instructions (John 6:38).  No one else can build
an ark like this one.  Jesus said he would build his church (Matt. 16:18), and that is the ark which we
must enter in order to be saved.

Paul used an analogy similar to this in Acts
chapter 27.  The ship in which he was riding was
wrecked by a storm.  In verse 31, he told those in
the ship, "Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot
be saved."  This is true concerning the ark of the
church.  Except we remain in the ship, that is the
church, we cannot be saved, for salvation is found
only inside the church.  Those who seek to find it in
other  places  will  someday meet  a  fate  similar  to
those people outside the ark in the time of Noah.
The pattern of Noah and the ark is  used in 1Pet.
3:21 as a figure of baptism:

The  like  figure  whereunto  even  baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

The ark is the church and baptism is our means of entrance.  The people in the time of Noah needed to
repent from their sins and walk in the ways of God.  Today, if we obey the commands of God, we will
repent of our sins and be baptized for their forgiveness (Acts 2:38).  We then enter the ark of the Lord
where he will keep us from all harm.  We will avoid the final destruction in the spiritual ark of God. 

There  are  some  interesting  concepts  to  think  about  concerning  the  time  of  Noah  and  its
application to the world today.  Matt. 24:37-39 says,

But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  For as in
the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving



in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood
came, and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of man be.  

These verses explain that the end of time will be similar to those of the days of Noah.  The world will
be in a corrupt and sinful state.  Man will reject the teachings of God and people will laugh at the
teachings of the Bible.  They will have no interest in listening to spiritual matters and will be far more
interested in the things of the world than in the things of God.  At this time the door of the church will
be closed and all that are outside will be destroyed.  Those who have boarded the ark will avoid the
destruction and live with God eternally.

The spiritual ark, which is the church, has been built in the world today.  Jesus built it on the
day of Pentecost.  The message of the gospel is being preached and the door is open.  Yet, most of the
world seemingly has failed to heed the pattern of Noah.  They are in the same spiritual situation as
those who laughed at Noah as he built the ark. God gave us this pattern for a reason.  He wanted
mankind to understand how important it is to be inside the church.  If people were drowning, they
would not even consider refusing to get on board a boat attempting to rescue them.  But, many in the
world today are refusing to board the spiritual ark.  As Christians we have boarded the ark, and it is
now our responsibility to proclaim to the world the importance of getting on board before the door is
closed.


