
The Nation of Israel 

The Old Testament is filled with examples of people who experienced the power of God but
soon thereafter disobeyed him, and Noah was no exception.  Almost immediately after he experienced
God's salvation from the great flood, he sinned.  See Gen. 9:20-26.  The world again became a sinful
place and mankind was headed for destruction.  Once again man had proven that it is impossible for
him to live a sinless life and enjoy a holy relationship with God on his own merits.  God must have
known this from the beginning since he had always had a plan to send Jesus to this world to save
mankind (Eph. 1:3-4).  In order to bring Christ into the world, God formed the nation of Israel and gave
them a law to follow.  The law was designed to prepare the world for the greatest event ever to take
place on this earth.  It prepared man for the coming of the Messiah (Gal. 3:24).

It is interesting to notice that the birth of the nation of Israel came in exactly the same manner as
the establishment of the church.  Once again we have a physical event in the Old Testament which is a
type or pattern of a much greater spiritual event to take place when Jesus came to this earth.  The nation
of Israel began with God's promise to Abraham.  God is speaking to Abraham in Gen. 12:2-3 as he
says,

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great;
and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  

God promised to bless and multiply the seed of Abraham and make him the father of a great nation.
The nation of Israel was eventually formed through his descendants.  Abraham, as the father of the
nation of Israel, is a likeness of God who is the father of the church.  As the Israelites were the children
of Abraham, Christians are the children of God.  The nation of Israel was made up of the children of
Abraham; the church is made up of the children of God.  Abraham therefore was the beginning of the
Old Testament pattern that God would use to establish the church.

In order to fulfill his promise to Abraham to make him the father of a
great nation, God told Abraham that he would give him and his wife Sarah a
son.   At  the time of  the  promise,  Sarah  was many years  past  the age of
childbearing.  Through the power of God the promise was fulfilled, and Isaac
was born to Abraham and Sarah in their old age.  Just as the birth of Christ
was  a  miraculous  birth,  the  birth  of  Isaac  was  also  miraculous.  Since
Abraham is a likeness of God the Father, then Isaac is a likeness of the Son of
God, Jesus Christ.  The familiar Bible story of Abraham's willingness to offer
Isaac as a sacrifice further illustrates this point.  Isaac was the son of promise
and it was through him that God was going to fulfill his promise to multiply
the seed of Abraham (Gen. 17:19).  However, God told faithful Abraham to

take Isaac and offer him upon an altar as a
burnt offering.  Abraham was willing to do
this because he loved and trusted God.  He was willing to give the
only son which he and Sarah had.  Abraham thus took Isaac, placed
him upon an altar and stretched forth his hand to slay his son (Gen.
22:9-10),  but  an  angel  stopped  him.   Abraham  had  proven  his
faithfulness to God.  He took Isaac off the altar and then used a ram
caught in the thicket by his horns as a sacrifice instead of Isaac.  In
Gen 22:7-8, Isaac asked Abraham, "Where is the lamb for the burnt
offering?"   Abraham replied,  "God will  provide  himself  a  lamb."
God did provide a lamb; he provided Jesus as the sacrificial lamb for
the sins of the world.  Isaac therefore was a type of Christ, and this



example of Abraham offering Isaac was a type or pattern of God giving his only son, Jesus, to die on
the cross for the sins of the world.  Christ is the only begotten Son of God and it was through him that
God formed the church.  Abraham removed Isaac from the altar, and he lived to fulfill God's promise to
Abraham to make him the physical father of a great nation.  This was a likeness of God raising Jesus
from the dead in order that the church might be established, and God would become the spiritual Father
of a great nation.  The descendants of Isaac became the nation of Israel and the followers of Christ
became the church.

God's promise to Abraham was also to be fulfilled through Isaac's son, Jacob.  Jacob, whose
name was later changed to Israel, fathered twelve children.  The nation of Israel was born from these
twelve sons of Israel  (Jacob).   Therefore,  Israel  was the person who fathered and instructed those
twelve men from whom the twelve tribes of Israel descended.  This can easily be compared to the Holy
Spirit teaching and directing the twelve apostles as they gave the gospel to all mankind.  When Christ
ascended back to heaven, he sent the Holy Spirit to guide the twelve apostles into all truth (John 16:12-
13).  As a father directs and instructs his children, the Holy Spirit directed and instructed the twelve
apostles in the things they were to teach.  The church grew and became a strong spiritual kingdom
through the teachings of the twelve apostles.   Although there are no direct references to  Jacob as
representing the Holy Spirit, it does precisely fit the pattern.  Jesus said in Matt. 8:11, "And I say unto
you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
in the kingdom of heaven."  Jesus himself used the illustration of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as a pattern
of the kingdom he would establish.  The descendants of the twelve children of Israel made up the
nation of Israel.  Those who follow the teachings of the twelve apostles make up the church.  The
Israelites were God's chosen people in Old Testament times, and Christians are the chosen people of
God today (2Thes. 2:13-14).

The twelve children of Israel were an obvious pattern of the twelve apostles.  The use of the
number twelve makes this a logical comparison.  The twelve sons of Israel were fathers of the twelve
tribes that bore their names.  They made up the entire nation of Israel.  Every Israelite descended from
the twelve sons of Israel and wore the name of that tribe throughout their lives.  The twelve apostles
taught all mankind about Christ as they proclaimed the message of the gospel throughout the world.
They also recorded the message of God as they wrote the letters to the churches of their time.  Those
letters continue to teach the world about Jesus Christ today.  They also continue to instruct us on how to
live a Christian life.  We are Christians today because of the teachings of the twelve apostles.

The twelve tribes of Israel were the descendants of their father Abraham.  They were the chosen
people of God.  They were led and directed by God, who cared for them and protected them.  They
were  a  nation  or  a  collection  of  God's  people  organized  as  a  physical  nation  with  laws  and  a
governmental structure.  They were a type of the church to come, which was to be a spiritual nation
with a law to follow, and a governmental structure designed by God.  Christ is the head of the church;
the gospel is the law, and local congregations are instructed to appoint men to the offices of elders and
deacons.  In Gal. 6:16, the church is called the Israel of God.  James also recognized that Israel was a
type of the church as he addressed his letter to the "twelve tribes which are scattered abroad" (James
1:1).  He was definitely writing to Christians.  The nation of Israel was a pattern of the church that
Christ established for the Christian dispensation.

The nation of Israel was composed of individual Israelites who were each responsible for his or
her own actions.  The same is true in the church today.  The church is composed of many individual
Christians, all of whom are responsible for their own relationships to God.  The church is a spiritual
nation made up of those who have chosen to follow God.

From the above information, we can see the following comparisons between the birth of the
nation of Israel and the establishment of the church.



The nation of Israel was truly an amazing picture of the church to come.  They were all the
descendants of Abraham their father who was a likeness of God.  Isaac was a type of Jesus Christ. His
birth was miraculous and he illustrated the sacrifice Jesus made for the sins of all mankind.  As Jacob
instructed his twelve sons who became the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel, the Holy Spirit guided
the twelve apostles as they taught the world about the gospel of Christ.  The descendants of these
twelve sons became the nation of Israel.  All those who obey the gospel as taught by the twelve apostles
are Christians.  The nation of Israel was brought into existence as a pattern for the establishment of the
church.   As  Christians,  we  are  the  true  Israel  of  God  today.   Only  God  could  have  possibly
accomplished such a feat.

The comparisons that can be made between Israel and the church are astounding.  Even many
events in the lives of the Israelites were types of spiritual events to take place in the church today.  We
will now proceed to study some of these specific events which took place in the lives of the Israelite
people and relate them to the lives of Christians today.  These comparisons should give us a much
better understanding of the church as it exists in the world today.


