
Physical Israel / Spiritual Church 

At this point in our study of comparisons between Israel and the church, it should be helpful to
look at the big picture.  This will enable us to have a clearer understanding of how the nation of Israel
was a pattern of the church.  This pattern can be illustrated with a simple timeline drawing.  This
timeline is  used extensively in our commentary on Revelation,  Revelation for Christians Today,  to
explain the symbols in Revelation.  It will be used here to better facilitate our understanding of Old
Testament  symbolism  concerning  the  church.   Please  study  the  following  diagrams  and  make
comparisons between physical Israel and the spiritual church.

A brief explanation of these diagrams will be given here.  A more complete study of the various parts of
the drawings will follow as we proceed through this book.  It is our hope that these drawings will make
the comparisons between Israel and the church more vivid in our minds.  It should be helpful to refer to
these drawings from time to time as you continue through this  study.  The drawings begin with a
comparison of the physical bondage of the children of Israel in Egypt to the spiritual bondage of all
those who are in sin.  Next, Moses led Israel across the Red Sea to escape physical bondage which
compares to Christ giving his blood to lead mankind out of the spiritual bondage of sin.  After crossing
the Red Sea, Moses gave his law, which he received from God, unto the people on mount Sinai.  After
Christ shed his blood on the cross, he gave his law, the gospel, on spiritual mount Zion (Micah 4:1-7).
Before entering the Promised Land of Canaan, Israel wondered in the wilderness for forty years.  Christ
established the church in Zion, and it now wanders in the wilderness of this world during the figurative
"one thousand years" (Rev. 20:6).  When the forty years of the wilderness wanderings were competed,
Israel crossed over the Jordan River to their Promised Land of Canaan.  Eventually, the church will
cross over its Jordan River at the second coming of Christ to enter our Promised Land of heaven.
These comparisons should make it clear that from the time the children of Israel were in Egyptian



bondage until they crossed over Jordan into the Promised Land, Israel was truly a pattern of spiritual
events to take place during the Christian dispensation.  This is the big picture we need to keep clearly in
mind as we study in more detail the events which took place during this period of Israelite history.


